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DOD studies 
gap in civilian 
death reports 
from US strikes 

By Missy Ryan 
The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — The Pen¬ 
tagon has launched a major ex¬ 
amination of civilian deaths in 
military operations, responding 
to criticism it has failed to protect 
innocent bystanders in counter¬ 
terrorism wars worldwide. 

The far-reaching initiative to 
create the military’s first-ever 
policy on civilian casualties, 
which senior Pentagon officials 
began last year, seeks to answer 
a central question: Why is the 
military’s estimate of civilian 
deaths so much smaller than out¬ 
side tallies? 

Last week, the Pentagon report¬ 
ed 1,190 civilians had been killed 
by American strikes in Iraq and 
Syria since the beginning of the 
campaign against Islamic State 
in 2014. Airwars, a respected 
monitoring group, put the figure 
at a minimum of 7,438 dead, more 
than six times higher. 

The effort is underway as the 
Pentagon races to conclude its 
campaign against the militant 
group, unleashing a torrent of air- 
strikes ahead of President Don¬ 
ald Trump’s ordered withdrawal 
from Syria. While officials have 
described the strikes against 
ISIS as the most precise in his¬ 
tory, a high civilian death toll has 
fueled questions about whether 
the president’s bare-knuckled 
approach has resulted in greater 
loss of life. 

During the past year, officials 
from across the military have 
reviewed the way the Pentagon 
plans and conducts airstrikes, its 
procedures for handling allega¬ 
tions of civilian deaths and deci¬ 
sions about when to acknowledge 
errant strikes. The assessment, 
which includes a classified study 
commissioned by Gen. Joseph 
Dunford Jr., chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, comes as 
lawmakers press the military to 
improve its handling of noncom¬ 
batant deaths. 

SEE STUDY ON PAGE 5 
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Europe projects might suffer if Trump uses DOD funds to build border wall 


By Erica Werner and Karoun Demirjian 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — Congress is bracing for President Donald Trump to target the 
nation’s military construction budget to build his U.S.-Mexico border wall, in¬ 
cluding money aimed at bolstering European defenses overseas against 
^ Russian aggression. 

That money would become available to Trump if he declares a a 
national emergency to circumvent a gridlocked Congress and J 

uses the military to build his wall. An emergency dec- a 

laration, which the president has hinted at repeat- 
edly in recent days, would give him authority 
to tap some $20 billion from a wide array 
v- of military construction projects ap- A 

proved by Congress but not yet 
underway. 

SEE EUROPE f 

ON PAGE 7 S 


Soldiers from the Tennessee 
National Guard’s 194th Engineer 
Brigade work on the foundation 
for a forward arming and refueling 
point at the Drawsko Pomorskie 
Training Area, Poland, last 
May. Such projects, which fall 
under the European Deterrence 
Initiative, could be halted if 
President Donald Trump dips into 
military construction funds. 

Andrew McNEiL/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 
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USAF ends promotion tests for senior NCOs 


By Brian Ferguson 
Stars and Stripes 

Airmen eligible for promotion 
to master sergeant, senior master 
sergeant or chief master sergeant 
will no longer be required to pass 
tests to earn those ranks. 

Promotion to the highest three 
Air Force enlisted ranks will now 
only include a promotion board 
score that looks at the last five 
years worth of evaluations and 


takes all awards and decorations 
under consideration, accord¬ 
ing to an Air Force statement 
released Monday. The changes 
are scheduled to take effect this 
September. 

“We found that removing the 
testing portion will eliminate any 
possibility that Airmen without 
the strongest leadership potential 
might test into promotion, while 
also ensuring that our strongest 
performers continue to earn the 


promotion they deserve,” Chief 
Master Sgt. of the Air Force Kaleth 
0. Wright said in a statement. 

Every year, airmen spend hun¬ 
dreds of hours studying promotion 
material. Some questions include 
military history and other facts 
that, if ever necessary to learn, 
could be found through internet 
searches. 

“As an added benefit, we will 
give SNCOs more control over 
their time,” Wright stated. “This is 


time that our enlisted leaders can 
use to focus on getting after the 
mission, leading their teams, car¬ 
ing for their families and building 
self and team resilience.” 

In the past year or so, the Air 
Force has seen policy changes 
come from the Pentagon every 
few months, and Wright has 
been the catalyst for many of the 
changes. 

Those changes include the new 
Operational Camouflage Pattern 


uniform, fewer Air Force regula¬ 
tions, reduced training and addi¬ 
tional duties and the elimination 
of enlisted performance reports 
for airmen first class. 

Air Force officials also have 
discussed re-evaluating indefi¬ 
nite re-enlistments, joint custody 
assignments, nonchargeable be¬ 
reavement leave and the service’s 
fitness uniform. 
ferguson.brian@stripes.com 


New Army Greens to begin 
phased rollout this year 



Ron LEE/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


Sgt. Maj. of the Army Dan Dailey, center, stands with soldier models wearing the new 
daily service uniform. The service could begin issuing the first batch of its retro-style 
uniform as early as this month. 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — The Army 
could begin issuing the first batch of its 
retro-style service uniforms this month in 
a push to get recruiters onto the streets of 
“hometown America” in the new duds, the 
Army’s top enlisted soldier said Monday. 

The plan is for an initial production of 
200 uniforms for recruiters beginning as 
early as this month, Sgt. Maj. of the Army 
Daniel Dailey said in a podcast hosted by 
the Association of the U.S. Army. 

The Army is still fine-tuning how best 
to pin decorations and awards on the new 
World War Il-style Army Service Uniform, 
Dailey said. The present plan is to wear the 
uniform in the same manner as the current 
ASU, minus the name tag. But that could 
be streamlined going forward. 

“If we look at what they wore during that 
period, it was much less than what we wear 
today ... and I think what you are going to 
see in the future is a change,” he said. 

Last year, the Army officially adopted 
the iconic WWII-period outfit as its new 
service uniform after about two years of 


debating the merits of the plan. Referred to 
in the past as “pinks and greens,” the ser¬ 
vice today simply calls the uniform Army 
Greens. 

By 2020, the uniform will be issued to 
new soldiers after they finish basic train¬ 
ing. It will be required servicewide by 
2028. Dailey, the Army’s biggest booster of 
changing over to the retro look, has made 
a point of wearing the outfit at high-profile 
venues such as the Army-Navy Game and 
AUSA’s annual meeting in Washington. 

Soldiers will continue to wear their blue 
dress uniform for formal occasions, but the 
Greens will offer a more casual alternative 
that fits into an office setting. 

With the U.S. at war for the past 17 years, 
camouflage has been the uniform of choice 
for soldiers even when working in offices. 
But before 2001, it was commonplace to 
see soldiers wear their service uniforms, 
which is something Dailey said he would 
like to see the Army get back to with the 
new Greens. 

“I do want to put our soldiers back in a 
professional uniform,” Dailey said. 

In international settings, such as NATO 
headquarters in Belgium, the site of U.S. 


soldiers in fatigues and combat boots has 
been a source of sartorial amusement over 
the years among their allies wearing office 
uniforms. 

The new uniform, which includes pink¬ 
ish-brown trousers and dark olive jackets, 
harkens to the time when Gen. George 
Marshall was the Army’s chief of staff. 

The Army’s effort to draw on its past also 
is something of a nod to the Marine Corps, 
whose Marines have been wearing the 
same classic dress and service uniforms 


for generations. 

“(The Marines) didn’t get away from that 
uniform and that period. It’s iconic when 
you see a Marine,” Dailey said, adding that 
Greens, though retired long ago, also hold 
a place in the popular imagination. 

“Even though we got away from (the 
Army Greens) the American people still 
clearly identify this uniform with the 
greatest generation,” he said. 

vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 
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Do you have friends & family visiting soon? Or do you just need a time out? Make reservations at the 
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Space Available reservations can be made for up to 120 day in advance. 

? Turumi Lodge operation 24 hours, 7days a week. 
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S. Korea, US agree 'in principle' on cost-sharing 


* Both sides are committed to working out remaining 
technical issues as quickly as possible, f 

U.S. Department of State 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — The United 
States and South Korea have agreed “in 
principle” on a military cost-sharing deal, 
the State Department said Tuesday, in a 
move that would settle a key dispute be¬ 
tween the longtime allies amid sensitive 
nuclear talks with North Korea. 

The announcement comes more than a 
month after the previous pact, known as 
the Special Measures Agreement, expired. 
The two sides sparred over Washington’s 
demand that Seoul pay “significantly 
more” for the daily maintenance of some 
28,500 U.S. servicemembers, their depen¬ 
dents and other Americans supporting the 
mission. 

“The United States and the Repub¬ 
lic of Korea have reached an agreement 
in principle on a new Special Measures 
Agreement,” the State Department said. 
“Both sides are committed to working out 
remaining technical issues as quickly as 
possible.” 

The statement added that the U.S. “ap¬ 
preciates the considerable resources” 
that South Korea provides to support the 
alliance, which was forged when the two 
countries fought together against the com¬ 


munist-backed North in the 1950-53 war. 

The State Department didn’t provide 
details. The Trump administration has not 
publicly stated its new price tag, but offi¬ 
cials from both countries have been quoted 
as saying that Washington wanted Seoul to 
more than double its annual payment of 
about $850 million per year. 

Diplomats were eager to resolve the 
issue amid a new push to persuade North 
Korea to abandon its nuclear weapons. 
President Donald Trump and North Ko¬ 
rean leader Kim Jong Un are widely ex¬ 
pected to hold a second summit in coming 
weeks to try to break an impasse on how 
to implement their earlier agreement on 
denuclearization. 

Stephen Biegun, the U.S. special envoy 
for North Korea, planned to meet with his 
North Korean counterpart in Pyongyang 
on Wednesday to prepare for the meeting. 

Brinkmanship is common in the bur- 
den-sharing talks, but the issue was more 
complicated this year because of Trump’s 


complaints that U.S. allies need to pay 
more for their own defense. 

Negotiations led by senior diplomats 
failed to reach consensus after 10 rounds 
of talks last year. 

CNN quoted an unnamed State Depart¬ 
ment official as saying Monday that South 
Korea had agreed to boost its contribution 
to nearly $1 billion according to the re¬ 
vised pact. 

Washington lowered its demand but in¬ 
sisted the contract would be reduced to 
one year instead of the usual five, South 
Korea’s Yonhap News Agency reported, 
citing an anonymous diplomatic source in 
Seoul. 

The standoff raised fears that Trump 
may use the disagreement as an excuse 
to follow through on previous threats to 
reduce troop numbers on the divided 
peninsula. 

Trump said in an interview with CBS on 
Sunday that he has “never even discussed 


removing them,” although he reiterated 
his complaint that they’re very expensive 
and said, “maybe someday.” 

South Korea insists it pays a fair share 
of the some $2 billion per year needed to 
keep the troops in the country. U.S. Forces 
Korea, the main command, said in its Stra¬ 
tegic Digest that South Korea paid about 
41 percent of the cost. That sum mainly 
goes to pay salaries for South Koreans em¬ 
ployed by the military and other logistical 
support. 

The South also paid the bulk of the more 
than $11 billion price tag for expanding 
Camp Humphreys as part of a long-de¬ 
layed plan to relocate most Americans 
south of Seoul. 

Services have not yet been interrupted 
thanks to reserve funds, but USFK had 
warned the Korean Employees’ Union 
that it would have to put local staff on un¬ 
paid leave beginning in mid-April if a deal 
wasn’t reached. 

American officials also insisted the mat¬ 
ter had not affected operations or defense 
issues. “The U.S. commitment to the se¬ 
curity of [South Korea] and its people re¬ 
mains ironclad,” a U.S. Embassy official 
said Tuesday. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 


New USFJ commander takes reins, 
emphasizes readiness and training 



Theron GoDBOLD/Stars and Stripes 


Lt. Gen. Jerry R Martinez, left, outgoing commander of U.S. Forces 
Japan and 5th Air Force, shakes hands with his successor, Lt. Gen. 
Kevin B. Schneider, during a change-of-command ceremony held at 
Yokota Air Base on Tuesday. 


Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan 
— Lt. Gen. Kevin Schneider em¬ 
phasized the importance of main¬ 
taining readiness in the face of 
“increasingly difficult security 
challenges” as he took command 
of U.S. Forces Japan and 5th Air 
Force on Tuesday in western 
Tokyo. 

Schneider became the senior 
U.S. military leader in Japan after 
receiving the colors during an 
indoor ceremony at Yokota’s En¬ 
listed Club presided over by Indo- 
Pacific Command leader Adm. 
Philip Davidson and Pacific Air 
Forces commander Gen. Charles 
Q. Brown Jr. U.S. Ambassador 
to Japan William Hagerty, New 
Zealand Ambassador to Japan 
Stephen Payton and senior mili¬ 
tary leaders from both the United 
States and Japan were also in 
attendance. 

Schneider replaces Lt. Gen. 
Jerry Martinez, who is retiring 
from the Air Force after a 33-year 
career capped by more than two 


years at the helm of USFJ — a 
turbulent period that saw an in¬ 
creasingly aggressive China and 
heightened tensions with North 
Korea. 

During 2017 alone, Pyongyang 
test-fired several ballistic mis¬ 
siles into the sea between Korea 
and Japan. It also launched two 
intercontinental ballistic missiles 
— which Pyongyang claims can 
reach the U.S. mainland — over 
northern Japan. The first, fired 
on July 4, landed in Japan’s exclu¬ 
sive economic zone. The second, 
launched July 28, was reportedly 
seen by people in Japan as it land¬ 
ed in waters near Hokkaido, the 
country’s northernmost island. 

Schneider — whom both Brown 
and Martinez referred to by his 
call sign, “Gumby” — is no strang¬ 
er to the Indo-Pacific or Japan. He 
comes to USFJ off a nine-month 
assignment as Davidson’s chief 
of staff at Indo-Pacific Command 
and once served as an F-16 fighter 
pilot at Misawa Air Base. 

“Japan holds a special place in 
my memory and in my heart,” 


he said, adding that some of his 
earliest memories are from liv¬ 
ing in the country when his father 
served as an officer at Yokosuka 
Naval Base. 

Schneider touted the strength 
of the U.S.-Japan alliance, which 
he called “the cornerstone of sta¬ 
bility and security in the Indo- 
Pacific.” He also highlighted the 
importance of bilateral training, 
something very familiar to many 
of the approximately 54,000 U.S. 
troops serving in the country. 

Tuesday’s change-of-command 
ceremony happened as hundreds 
of Okinawa-based U.S. Marines 
ramped up Forest Light drills 
with Japanese forces in Shiga 
prefecture. The nearly two-week 
exercise was slated to include 
cold-weather, urban-warfare, air¬ 
mobile and sniper training. 

“Because of the clear threats to 
peace and security in this region, 
we must maintain the highest lev¬ 
els of readiness to respond at a 
moment’s notice to any threat, to 
any crisis, to any humanitarian di¬ 
saster,” Schneider said. 


Martinez also emphasized the 
need for readiness during a ques- 
tion-and-answer session with re¬ 
porters last month at the Japan 
National Press Club in Tokyo. 

“Our adversaries train at high 
levels,” he said. “If we don’t train 
at the level that they train, our 
forces won’t be capable.” 

Martinez didn’t call out those 
adversaries by name but outlined 
recent developments in the region 
involving China, North Korea and 


Russia. He also highlighted ef¬ 
forts by members of the Okinawa- 
based III Marine Expeditionary 
Force to help Japan build its am¬ 
phibious brigade and how the U.S. 
has brought its latest equipment — 
such as F-35B Lighting II stealth 
fighters, C-130J Super Hercules 
cargo planes, CV-22 Ospreys and 
the USS Wasp amphibious-as¬ 
sault ship — to the country. 
news@stripes.com 


USAREUR policy extends registration length for older vehicles 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — The long 
waits at Army posts in Germany could be¬ 
come a little less agonizing when the time 
comes for troops and civilians to register 
their cars. 

A new U.S. Army Europe policy means 
that owners of vehicles more than 10 years 
old can now register their cars every two 
years instead of annually. It’s a small 
change that could eventually mean less 


foot traffic — and fewer headaches — at 
the Army’s notoriously congested vehicle 
registration offices. 

“We updated the regulation to become 
more compliant with the German traffic 
laws,” said Shawn Driscoll, USAREUR’s 
deputy registrar, in an Army statement. 
“This affects all members of the U.S. 
military, civilians and family members as¬ 
signed to Germany.” 

The change went into effect Jan. 11. 

For many servicemembers and civilians, 


visits to the local vehicle registration and 
inspection offices have long been a source 
of dread, especially for those with older ve¬ 
hicles who have been forced to make the 
visit annually. 

In Stuttgart, the situation was so dire 
last summer that during the height of Per¬ 
manent Change of Station season, some 
community members camped out over¬ 
night with lawn chairs and tents to get a 
front spot in line. 

At the time, garrison officials in Stutt¬ 
gart said the problem was the result of a 


higher-than-normal influx of newcom¬ 
ers, which overwhelmed the appointment 
system and left many people turning to 
walk-in service. The situation was com¬ 
pounded by a higher-than-normal number 
of newcomers the previous year who were 
returning to renew their registrations, of¬ 
ficials said. 

The garrison was forced to task military 
police officers to help process vehicle reg¬ 
istrations at the time. 


vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 
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Navy waiver policy draws scrutiny 

Lawmakers demand DOD explain rules after sailor's death in Syria 


By Claudia Grisales 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A group of key con¬ 
gressional members are demanding top 
military officials explain how they will up¬ 
date a series of medical rules and a failed 
waiver process that led to the deployment of 
a Navy linguist killed in Syria. 

Navy Chief Petty Officer Shannon Kent, 
35, a mother of two, was killed last month 
by a suicide bomber at a restaurant in the 
Syrian city of Manbij. She was on her fifth 
combat tour. 

Last fall, Kent was to attend a clinical psy¬ 
chology doctoral program in lieu of the de¬ 
ployment. But the Navy reversed the move 
because she previously had cancer and re¬ 
jected her waiver applications; instead, she 
received orders to deploy to Syria. She was 
killed less than two months later. 

“It is difficult to understand why the de¬ 
partment would require a long, drawn-out 
waiver process when she was cancer-free 
and in remission,” the lawmakers who rep¬ 
resent Kent’s home states of New York and 
Maryland said in a letter to Acting Defense 
Secretary Pat Shanahan and Navy Secre¬ 
tary Richard Spencer. “If CPO Kent was 
fit to deploy to a war zone, we believe she 
was fit to serve her country as a clinical 
psychologist.” 

The letter, dated Friday, was signed by 
Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer, 
D-N.Y., Sens. Ben Cardin, D-Md., Chris Van 
Hollen, D-Md., and Kirsten Gillibrand, D- 
N.Y., and House Reps. Walter Jones, R-N.C., 
Anthony Brown, D-Md., and Dutch Rup- 
persberger, D-Md. 

Kent, along with 18 others, including an¬ 
other U.S. servicemember, a Defense In¬ 
telligence Agency civilian and a Defense 
Department contractor, were killed Jan. 16 
in Syria. Kent was the first female U.S. ser¬ 
vicemember killed in Syria since the U.S.- 
led coalition’s campaign against Islamic 
State began there in late 2014. 

A private memorial service for Kent is 
planned for Friday. 

Lawmakers lobbied 

The Pine Plains, N.Y., native enlisted 
in the military in December 2003 shortly 
after high school, fueled by the 9/11 attacks 
and her service-oriented family. She spoke 
seven languages, including four dialects of 
Arabic. 

Last year, Kent was slated to attend the 
Navy’s psychology doctorate program at 
the Uniformed Services University of the 
Health Sciences in Bethesda, Md. After the 


Navy blocked the move, she lobbied law¬ 
makers on Capitol Hill for change, but her 
efforts to alter the rule stalled. 

Now, her family wants to finish Kent’s 
fight. 

“The regulation still hasn’t been fixed 
and that’s something we’re working on 
now,” Joe Kent, 38, her widower and father 
of their two children, said last week. “We’d 
like to change it in her honor.” 

Shannon Kent wanted to attend the psy¬ 
chology program so she could help service- 
members suffering from post-traumatic 
stress disorder, Joe Kent has said. With that, 
she also could have been closer to her chil¬ 
dren because there would have been less 
chance that she would deploy into combat 
zones. 

She got initial Navy clearance to at¬ 
tend the program in early February 2018, 
but they reversed plans by the end of the 
month. 

The Navy said Kent had to meet higher 
medical standards reserved for joining the 
service than the requirements for remain¬ 
ing an active servicemember, ruling her out 
because of the previous cancer. 

A regulation contained within several 
sections of Chapter 15 of the Navy’s Manual 
of Medical Department, which covers phys¬ 
ical standards for medical examinations, 
lists several health conditions, including 
cancer, that can disqualify servicemembers 
from receiving commissions. 

'Causes for rejection' 

“The causes for rejection,” reads section 
15-34 of the chapter, which goes on to list 
several health conditions, including “tumor 
of thyroid or other structures of the neck.” 

Jones, a longtime vocal opponent of the 
post-9/11 wars who is now in hospice care 
battling his own health issues, had asked 
Spencer last year to revise the Depart¬ 
ment of Defense rule that led to Kent’s 
deployment. 

“I am writing to ask for consideration 
of a potential policy change about the use 
of ‘initial entry’ medical standards as op¬ 
posed to ‘retention’ medical standards in 
respect to officer accessions,” he wrote in 
the Aug. 17 letter to Spencer. “I think these 
practices may be discriminatory while pro¬ 
hibiting upward mobility and advancement 
opportunities.” 

Spencer responded to Jones on Sept. 20, 
writing the Navy could not change a DOD 
rule, entitled Medical Standards for Ap¬ 
pointment, Enlistment, or Induction into 
the Military Services” but could address 
the waiver process that also stopped Kent’s 


request. Lawmakers on Friday also refer¬ 
enced the exchange in their letter to Shana¬ 
han and Spencer. 

“To our knowledge, the status of her waiv¬ 
er application was unresolved at the time of 
her death in Syria,” the lawmakers wrote. 
“When servicemembers like CPO Kent 
seek to continue their service but require 
a waiver to do so, providing efficient and 
thoughtful consideration of their requests is 
essential.” 

The lawmakers asked Spencer provide 
an update on the Navy’s efforts to revise the 
regulations to ensure a clear mechanism to 
appeal waivers and to standardize the pro¬ 
cess. They are also requesting an update of 
Kent’s specific waiver application. 

The lawmakers also want a briefing from 
military officials on how it delineates be¬ 
tween servicemembers who meet retention 
and deployment standards versus standards 
required to enter the service. 

An important distinction 

“We recognize the importance in this dis¬ 
tinction, as it allows some servicemembers 
with medical challenges to remain in uni¬ 
form and continue adding value to our mili¬ 
tary even though they would not be qualified 
to join as a new recruit,” they wrote. 

Kent was part of a small, secretive cryp¬ 
tologic intelligence community. She was 
based out of Fort Meade, Md., and was part 
of the Navy’s Cryptologic Warfare Activ¬ 
ity 66, a unit within Cryptologic Warfare 
Group 6 that focuses on national-, strategic- 
and tactical-level intelligence, military offi¬ 
cials have said. 

She was killed doing intelligence legwork 
as part of larger efforts to track remnants of 
ISIS, Joe Kent said. 

Shannon Kent was due to return to the 
U.S. by April and hoped to attend Officer 
Development School in June and her post¬ 
poned academic studies as part of her com¬ 
missioning program in August. 

Last year, the Navy essentially disquali¬ 
fied Kent from pursuing her doctoral stud¬ 
ies because she had thyroid cancer in 2016. 
The thyroid was removed and the cancer 
was cured that year, followed by several 
scans showing she was clear of the illness, 
her family said. 

“If we are healthy enough to deploy world¬ 
wide, why are we not healthy enough to pur¬ 
sue officer programs?” Shannon Kent wrote 
in an April 2018 letter to the then-chairman 
of the Senate Armed Services Committee, 
the late Arizona Republican John McCain, 
who died in August. 

Last week, Kent’s family wrote to Adm. 



Courtesy of Joe Kent 


Shannon Mary Kent, shown in Balad, 

Iraq, in 2007 on her first combat 
deployment, was a Navy chief petty 
officer on her fifth deployment when she 
was killed Jan. 16 in Manbij, Syria. 

William Moran, the vice chief of naval op¬ 
erations, to ask for his help in changing the 
rule that they contend has blocked some en¬ 
listed personnel from becoming officers. 

The family met Moran at Dover Air Force 
Base, Del., when Shannon’s remains were 
returned from overseas on Jan. 19. Kent is 
to be interred at Arlington National Cem¬ 
etery in Virginia in the coming weeks. 

Shanahan’s office declined to comment 
Monday on the letter but said they will re¬ 
spond directly to the lawmakers. Spencer’s 
office did not comment immediately. How¬ 
ever, Navy officials have said the regulation 
is now under review. 

“The first thing we ought to make sure 
that we honor Chief Kent for her tremendous 
sacrifice and her commitment to her oath to 
support and defend the Constitution,” Chief 
of Naval Operations Adm. John Richard¬ 
son told reporters Friday at the Pentagon. 
“We want to be mindful that we’re standing 
and communicating with her family first 
and foremost as we work through this. And 
so I would just want to leave it there out of 
respect.” 

Stars and Stripes Staff Writer Caitlin Kenney con¬ 
tributed to this report. 
grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 


Navy judge rules SEAL’S re-enlistment next to ISIS corpse not a crime 


By Andrew Dyer 

The San Diego Union-Tribune 

A judge has dropped two of the 
charges against a Navy SEAL who 
is facing a high-profile war crimes 
prosecution. 

Navy Capt. Aaron Rugh, the 
judge in the court-martial of Chief 
Petty Officer Edward R. Galla¬ 
gher, 39, stripped away two of the 
charges against the SEAL — one 
related to his re-enlistment next to 
the body of a slain teenage Islamic 
State fighter and another related 
to him allegedly operating a drone 
over the corpse. 

The other charges stand. 

Gallagher is still charged with 


premeditated murder for alleged¬ 
ly stabbing to death the previously 
wounded teenage fighter and with 
aggravated assault for allegedly 
shooting at civilians during a 2017 
deployment to Iraq. 

The chief special warfare op¬ 
erator also still faces an allega¬ 
tion he posed for photos with the 
young fighter’s body and charges 
he allegedly obstructed justice by 
attempting to discourage mem¬ 
bers of his platoon from reporting 
him and then allegedly retaliated 
against subordinates who did. 

Colby Vokey, one of Gallagher’s 
attorneys, said in an email Mon¬ 
day that the ruling dismissing two 


charges exposes weaknesses in 
the government’s case. 

“We are grateful that these 
two character-smearing accusa¬ 
tions won’t be a part of the trial,” 
he said. “There has to be a limit 
on what kind of accusations can 
be brought against our warriors 
fighting ISIS in a combat zone.” 

Brian O’Rourke, a Navy spokes¬ 
man, said the ruling does not affect 
the rest of the case against Galla¬ 
gher. As of Monday, the text of the 
ruling had not been released. 

The judge’s ruling could have 
ramifications outside of Gallagh¬ 
er’s case. 

Gallagher’s platoon command¬ 
er, Lt. Jacob Portier, also faces 


court-martial for charges that he 
was aware of complaints against 
Gallagher but did not report them. 
Portier also has been charged with 
conduct unbecoming an officer for 
conducting Gallagher’s re-enlist- 
ment ceremony. 

Jeremiah Sullivan, Portier’s 
attorney, said he is confident the 
judge’s ruling will help his client’s 
case. 

“I’ve been saying all along, it’s 
not a crime to conduct a re-enlist- 
ment ceremony on the battlefield,” 
Sullivan said. 

Prosecutors charged Portier 
with making a false official state¬ 
ment, for telling his superiors 
that “there was nothing criminal 


(about the re-enlistment), it was 
just in poor taste.” 

Unlike Gallagher’s case, which 
is barreling toward a trial date of 
Feb. 19, Portier’s has been delayed 
while a judge considers whether a 
previous protective order prevent¬ 
ed the defense from interviewing 
witnesses. 

Sullivan hopes to roll the case 
back to a hearing that would re¬ 
evaluate the charges against his 
client. 

Navy Capt. Jonathan Stephens, 
the judge in Portier’s court-mar¬ 
tial, will hear arguments on Sulli¬ 
van’s motion Feb. 15. 

“It’s going to be a very interest¬ 
ing day,” Sullivan said. 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 

Study: Expert calls 
report ‘a mixed bag’ 



Felipe Dana/AP 


A rescue team works to recover bodies from a destroyed house in Mosul, Iraq, during the battle to drive 
out Islamic State in March 2017. Residents said scores of people were killed by airstrikes that hit a 
cluster of homes in the area that month. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

That study, whose existence and 
findings have not previously been 
made public, recommends a more 
open, standardized investigations 
process but does not seek to deter¬ 
mine the root cause of a spike in 
casualties during the peak of the 
operation against ISIS. 

Watchdog and advocacy groups 
see the effort as a hopeful sign but 
remain concerned it could reaf¬ 
firm existing problems or fall 
short of the substantial change 
Pentagon leaders say they want. 

“After two years of watching the 
death toll grow, it’s really tempt¬ 
ing to be satisfied that such a study 
took place,” said Daniel Mahanty, 
director of the U.S. Program at the 
Center for Civilians in Conflict, or 
CIVIC, an advocacy group. “While 
we’re happy that Pentagon leaders 
saw this as an important issue, our 
focus now is to make sure it results 
in meaningful changes to prevent 
casualties and ensure those who 
have been killed get the acknowl¬ 
edgment they deserve.” 

The attempt to determine a 
more accurate picture of the im¬ 
pact of operations on civilians and 
to codify steps to prevent deaths 
in the first place, nonetheless, rep¬ 
resents a milestone close to two 
decades after the U.S. launched its 
global counterterrorism wars in 
the wake of the 9/11 attacks. 

“This is a massive undertak¬ 
ing, and it’s about freaking time,” 
said one former official familiar 
with the initiative who, like others, 
spoke on the condition of anonym¬ 
ity to describe internal discus¬ 
sions. “This should have happened 
in 2002.” 

In late 2017, discussions about 
civilian deaths had reached a 
fever pitch at the Pentagon’s high¬ 
est levels. 

While the military had devel¬ 
oped a system to keep civilians 
safe, including extensive mea¬ 
sures to surveil targets and calcu¬ 
late the damage from explosions, 
senior officials knew they had a 
problem. 

Sense of crisis 

The battles to liberate ISIS’ 
twin capitals — Mosul in Iraq and 
Raqqa in Syria — included some 
of the most significant urban op¬ 
erations involving the U.S. since 
the Vietnam War. 

Unlike its previous war in Iraq, 
the Pentagon had only a small 
ground presence. Tiny cells of 
Americans worked to advise local 
forces pressing into military ter¬ 
ritory, presenting an additional 
challenge for air operations. 

Galvanizing a sense of crisis 
was a massive March 2017 bomb¬ 
ing in Mosul that killed civilians. 
In an indication of the confusion 
that at times has characterized 
the U.S. response, officials ini¬ 
tially said they were unsure if a 
U.S. strike was responsible for the 
destruction. Later, an investiga¬ 
tion found that an American bomb 
had struck a building where mili¬ 
tant snipers were positioned, set¬ 
ting off secondary explosions that 
led to its collapse and killed more 


than 100 people sheltering inside. 

Much of the scrutiny surround¬ 
ed Trump’s steps to empower com¬ 
manders after he promised a swift 
end to the war and suggested the 
United States should “take out” 
militants’ families. Then-Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis stressed the 
Pentagon’s commitment to keep¬ 
ing civilians safe. He also pushed 
back against critics, saying they 
were trying to hold the military to 
a standard of zero errant deaths, 
something “that has never been 
achieved before in warfare.” 

“I’m never OK with any civil¬ 
ian casualty,” Mattis told report¬ 
ers in a heated December 2017 
exchange. “Don’t screw with me 
on this.” 

Behind the scenes that same 
month, Mattis took the unprec¬ 
edented step of convening aid and 
watchdog groups at the Pentagon 
to confidentially discuss the plight 
of noncombatants. In that meet¬ 
ing, Mattis said he wanted to make 
sure his forces were equipped to 
minimize civilian harm. 

“This was an opening salvo that 
they were taking this seriously,” 
one participant said. 

Dunford’s study 

In early 2018, Dunford commis¬ 
sioned a study to address the ac¬ 
counting gap. That spring, a team 
of officials and external experts, 
led by scholars from the National 
Defense University, interviewed 
targeteers and analyzed data from 
thousands of airstrikes. 

“One of the big arguments we 
were making was, ‘How do you 
possibly know if you are minimiz¬ 
ing civilian harm if you don’t study 
it?”’ the former official said. 

While the Pentagon had decid¬ 
ed against making the study pub¬ 
lic, Dunford later ordered it to be 
partially declassified in response 
to The Washington Post’s plans to 
write about it. 

Among its more critical find¬ 
ings, the study says the military 
has not adequately used outside 
information to verify whether ci¬ 
vilians have died. It also found 
processes for examining allega¬ 
tions varied between geographic 
commands. 

Recommendations included 
clarifying “guidance and doc¬ 
trine” in operations that rely on 
partner forces; bolstering inves¬ 
tigation cells; and developing a 
system for condolence payments 
or making amends. 

On other issues, the study found 
existing procedures to be adequate 
and did not recommend changes 
to tactics or rules of engagement. 

Sarah Margon, Washington di¬ 
rector at Human Rights Watch, 
called the report “a mixed bag.” 
“It’s significant they’re pursuing a 
larger policy for the Pentagon, but 
the gaps in there and the sanitized 
findings make it questionable that 
they can really produce something 
meaningful,” she said. 

People familiar with the study 
described a disagreement be¬ 
tween its authors over how criti¬ 
cal it should be. Some believed it 
missed an opportunity to more di¬ 


rectly address shortcomings; oth¬ 
ers said a scathing analysis might 
lead operational commanders to 
dismiss it out of hand. 

Those differences are visible 
in discussion of the system for 
distinguishing between combat¬ 
ants and civilians. While the study 
states the “positive identification” 
process — which typically relies 
on drone imagery or intelligence 
— “has sufficient guidance and 
structure and therefore does not 
increase the risk for civilian casu¬ 
alties,” that assertion is disputed 
in a lengthy footnote by several 
authors who characterize it as a 
primary culprit. 

If investigators rely on the same 
information to investigate a strike 
as they did to rule out the pres¬ 
ence of civilians ahead of time, 
they argued, how could they pos¬ 
sibly reach a conclusion that civil¬ 
ians died? 

While the study ruled out sev¬ 
eral factors as being responsible 
for the increased civilian blood¬ 
shed, it stopped short of address¬ 
ing what had. 

'Command influence’ 

Larry Lewis, an expert on ci¬ 
vilian casualties and an author 
of the study, said he believed the 
main drivers included a decision 
late in the Obama administra¬ 
tion to increase the noncombatant 
value, a figure that represents the 
highest number of civilians strike 
planners can put at risk without 
seeking higher approval. He also 
pointed to what he characterized 
as “command emphasis,” which 
he said had resulted in reduced 
civilian deaths in Afghanistan in 
the past. 

Senior officials said they “took it 
as a given” that more strikes would 
result in more accidental deaths. 
“If you drop 10,000 bombs in a 5- 
square-mile area,” a senior Joint 
Chiefs of Staff official said, “then 
you’re going to see a greater effect 
against the enemy and also some 
greater impact on civilians.” 

After the study concluded last 
spring, officials began using the 
recommendations to develop a 
new policy. That effort, which has 
included tabletop exercises and 


workshops on such issues as con¬ 
dolence payments, is expected to 
conclude in late 2019. 

As the process got underway, 
Congress was moving to require 
greater action. Responding to 
the spike in civilian deaths, law¬ 
makers included measures in 
the annual defense bill to name a 
Pentagon coordinator and man¬ 
date greater transparency. Advo¬ 
cates saw the selection of David 
Trachtenberg, a higher-ranking 
official than the legislation re¬ 
quired, as a positive move. 

'A messy business’ 

In a recent interview, Trachten¬ 
berg said the department would 
consider a range of changes, from 
procedures to prepare air raids to 
poststrike assessments. 

“War is a messy business, so 
we’re not perfect,” he said. But, 
“there is a serious commitment to 
doing what we need to do.” 

The Joint Staff has started to up¬ 
date internal manuals, while casu¬ 
alty investigators have increased 
their use of external information. 

“We’re not waiting,” the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff official said. 

Officials expressed confidence 
the initiative would not be affected 
by Mattis’ resignation in Decem¬ 
ber. A Pentagon spokesman said 
Acting Defense Secretary Pat 
Shanahan supported the effort 
“to evaluate and — where possible 
—improve our ability to minimize 
civilian harm in our military oper¬ 
ations and to be transparent when 
civilian casualties do occur.” 

While advocacy groups ex¬ 
pressed reservations about the 
scope of the study and policy re¬ 
view, they praised the Pentagon 
for seeking to improve a system 
that is far more developed than 
the nations it fights alongside in 
Iraq and Syria. 

But the military has already 
taken a step back ahead of the 
withdrawal from Syria, indepen¬ 
dent monitors said. 

The military has reported over 
1,600 strikes in Iraq and Syria 
since Trump’s Dec. 16 declaration, 
accounting for a fifth of American 
strikes since 2014. But in a shift, 
the Pentagon has omitted details 


on strike dates and locations, mak¬ 
ing it harder for outside groups to 
verify casualty reports. 

Airwars Director Chris Woods 
described it as a “fairly funda¬ 
mental” reversal of what has been 
an increasingly open system. Mili¬ 
tary officials cited operational con¬ 
cerns but did not provide details. 

“Until these issues are em¬ 
bedded in the DNA of the Pen¬ 
tagon and its various military 
commands, decisions by different 
parts of the military will be able to 
impair how the department han¬ 
dles civilian harm,” Woods said. 
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CENTCOM commander says 
fight against ISIS not over 



Carlos BoNGioANNi/Stars and Stripes 


Army Gen. Joseph Votel, commander of U.S. Central Command, 
testifies during a Senate Armed Services Committee hearing 
on Capitol Hill in Washington on Tuesday. Votel said he was not 
consulted about withdrawing troops from Syria. 


By Claudia Grisales 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The head of 
U.S. Central Command told sena¬ 
tors Tuesday that Islamic State 
will be defeated in Syria and the 
terrorist group will not be capable 
of a resurgence after U.S. troops 
leave the country. But he also said 
the fight is not yet over. 

Army Gen. Joseph Votel, com¬ 
mander of CENTCOM, made the 
comments before a Senate panel 
following weeks of controversial 
and conflicting plans from top 
officials from President Donald 
Trump’s administration on how 
U.S. troops will leave Syria. 

Votel, who has had a 38-year 
career in the military, is due to 
leave his post at the end of next 
month. 

“The fight against ISIS and 
violent extremists is not over and 
our mission has not changed” in 
Syria, Votel told members of the 
Senate Armed Services Commit¬ 
tee. “The [U.S.-led] coalition’s 
hard-won battlefield gains can 
only be secured by maintaining 
a vigilant offensive against a now 
largely dispersed ISIS.” 

Votel, in an exchange with Sen. 
Jim Inhofe, R-Okla., chairman 
of the committee, said the Syria 
withdrawal instructions entail “a 
very, deliberate approach to how 
we depart.” Votel also confirmed 
to committee members that he 
believes the remaining ISIS 
stronghold in Syria will be elimi¬ 


nated by the time of U.S. troops 
draw down. 

Votel said between 20,000 and 
30,000 ISIS fighters are left in 
the region, most of whom are 
underground or dispersed. He 
said one remaining ISIS strong¬ 
hold of about 
1,000 fight¬ 
ers remains 
within a 20- 
square-mile 
area near the 
southern Eu¬ 
phrates River 
and the Iraqi 
border. 

However, a 
government 
watchdog re¬ 
port released 
Monday sug¬ 
gested ISIS 
in Syria could 
resurge with- 
Gen. Joseph i n s i x to 12 
Votel months and 
CENTCOM regain ter- 
commander ritory in the 
Middle Eu¬ 
phrates River 
Valley without sustained counter¬ 
terrorism pressure. Of the terri¬ 
tories ISIS controlled two years 
ago, more than 99 percent has 
been returned to Syrians, mili¬ 
tary officials have said. 

“We are in a very deliberate 
planning process for how we will 
work with the international com¬ 
munity, with our partners on the 
ground and with the rest of the 


coalition to ensure we can keep 
pressure on this organization,” 
Votel said. 

The general also stopped short 
Tuesday of saying the U.S. with¬ 
drawal from Syria was time- or 
conditions-based and postponed 
many responses to a closed hear¬ 
ing with committee members on 
Tuesday afternoon. 

In December, President Donald 
Trump stunned Capitol Hill and 
the Pentagon with plans that the 
roughly 2,000 U.S. troops fight¬ 
ing ISIS in Syria would withdraw 
from the country within 30 days. 
Since the Dec. 19 announcement, 
then-Defense Secretary Jim Mat- 
tis resigned and was replaced by 
his then-deputy Pat Shanahan in 
an acting capacity. 

Shanahan backed Trump’s 
decision last week to withdraw 
troops from Syria and he said the 
military was in the early stages 
of the process. He estimated ISIS 
would lose all of its Syrian terri¬ 
tory in the next two weeks. 

On Tuesday, Votel confirmed 
he learned of the Syria with¬ 
drawal with Trump’s public 
announcement. 

“I was not consulted,” he said 
in an exchange with Sen. Angus 
King, I-Maine. 

The administration has also 
since shifted its plans for what a 
withdrawal from Syria will look 
like or when it will happen, rais¬ 
ing fierce concerns on both sides 
of the political aisle. 

“In the case of Syria withdraw¬ 


al, contradictory statements by 
the president, his national securi¬ 
ty adviser and other administra¬ 
tion officials have only served to 
underscore that this decision was 
anything but thoughtful and de¬ 
liberate,” said Rhode Island Sen. 
Jack Reed, the panel’s ranking 
Democrat. 

Sen. Marsha Blackburn, R- 
Tenn., a newcomer to the Senate 
and the panel, said the move has 
been clouded in confusion. 

“I think the administration has 
sent some really mixed messages 
about the terms of the U.S. with¬ 
drawal from Syria,” she said. 

Senate lawmakers also raised 
concerns Tuesday that the Kurds 
in Syria, who have fought along¬ 
side U.S. troops, must not be 


abandoned and left to be annihi¬ 
lated by Turkey. 

“If they are slaughtered by the 
Turks, it will be a stain on the 
honor of this country that will 
persist” and hurt our ability to at¬ 
tract allies in future, King said. 

Last week, Blackburn and 
Sen. Tammy Duckworth, D-Ill., 
a combat pilot veteran, wrote to 
Trump, requesting he stay away 
from such a move. 

“The fact is the president made 
a decision and we are going to 
execute his orders to withdraw 
forces from Syria and as we do 
that we are going to do that in a 
very deliberate manner,” Votel 
told lawmakers. 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 


*The fight 
against 
ISIS and 
violent 
extremists 
is not over 
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mission 
has not 
changed 
(in Syria).' 


Report: ISIS could resurge without sustained pressure 


By Caitlin M. Kenney 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Islamic State in Syria 
could resurge within six to 12 months and 
regain territory in the Middle Euphrates 
River Valley without “sustained counter¬ 
terrorism pressure,” according to a De¬ 
partment of Defense Office of the Inspector 
General report released Monday. 

U.S. Central Command made the com¬ 
ment in January to the DoD OIG after 
being asked about the impact of U.S. troop 
withdrawal on ISIS in Syria. CENTCOM 
also said that ISIS could attack U.S. troops 
as they leave and would claim the with¬ 


drawal as a “victory.” 

The quarterly report on Operation In¬ 
herent Resolve is the first to evaluate the 
campaign to defeat ISIS in Syria and Iraq 
since President Donald Trump announced 
in December that the military would with¬ 
draw its 2,200 troops from Syria. 

“ISIS remains a battle-hardened and 
well-disciplined force,” still capable of 
coordinating attacks, the Combined Joint 
Task Force-Operation Inherent Resolve 
told the inspector general’s office. 

There are about 2,000 ISIS fighters in 
the Middle Euphrates River Valley, in east¬ 
ern Syria near the Iraq border. The group 


draws about 50 foreign fighters each month 
to Syria and Iraq, according to the report. 

The withdrawal of troops in Syria is in 
the “early stages,” Acting Secretary of De¬ 
fense Pat Shanahan told reporters at the 
Pentagon on Jan. 29. “We are on a deliber¬ 
ate, coordinated, disciplined withdrawal.” 

Of the territories ISIS controlled two 
years ago, more than 99.5 percent has been 
returned to Syrians, according to Shanah¬ 
an, and it will be 100 percent in a couple 
of weeks. 

In a tweet Friday, Trump said, “Syria 
was loaded with ISIS until I came along. 
We will soon have destroyed 100 percent 


of the Caliphate, but will be watching them 
closely. It is now time to start coming home 
and, after many years, spending our money 
wisely.” 

The Syria Democratic Forces — U.S. 
backed Syrian rebels — heavily rely on the 
coalition’s air support for protection and 
offensive operations against ISIS, the re¬ 
port said. 

“The Coalition’s support is vital to the 
SDF’s ability to defeat ISIS,” the task force 
told the inspector general’s office in late 
December. 

Kenney.Caitlin@stripes.com 

@caitlinmkenney 


Senate breaks with Trump on troop withdrawal from Syria, Afghanistan 


By Mary Clare Jalonick 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Senate 
voted Monday to oppose the with¬ 
drawal of U.S. troops from Syria 
and Afghanistan, breaking with 
President Donald Trump as he 
calls for a military drawdown in 
those countries. 

Senators voted 70-26 for the 
amendment sponsored by Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McCon¬ 
nell. The measure says Islamic 


State and al-Qaida militants still 
pose a serious threat to the Unit¬ 
ed States, and it warns that “a 
precipitous withdrawal” of U.S. 
forces from those countries could 
“allow terrorists to regroup, de¬ 
stabilize critical regions and cre¬ 
ate vacuums that could be filled 
by Iran or Russia.” 

Trump abruptly tweeted plans 
for a U.S. pullout from Syria in 
December, arguing that ISIS had 
been defeated even though his 
intelligence chiefs have said it 


remains a threat. Trump also or¬ 
dered the military to develop plans 
to remove up to half of the 14,000 
U.S. forces in Afghanistan. 

The strong bipartisan vote 
comes as Republican senators 
have increasingly diverged from 
Trump on foreign policy. When 
he introduced the amendment last 
week, McConnell said “ISIS and 
al-Qaida have yet to be defeated.” 

McConnell’s amendment, 
which is nonbinding, would en¬ 
courage cooperation between the 


White House and Congress to de¬ 
velop long-term strategies in both 
nations, “including a thorough ac¬ 
counting of the risks of withdraw¬ 
ing too hastily.” 

While the majority of senators 
voted for the amendment, a hand¬ 
ful of Republicans voted against it. 
McConnell’s Kentucky colleague, 
Republican Sen. Rand Paul said 
before the vote that “enough is 
enough” and the money spent on 
wars should be spent at home. 

“I want to compliment Presi¬ 


dent Trump for being bold and 
brave,” Paul said. 

Many of the most liberal mem¬ 
bers of the Senate — including 
several Democrats who are eye¬ 
ing presidential runs in 2020 
— also voted against the amend¬ 
ment. Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., 
and others have agreed with Paul 
that the United States should 
withdraw, though they have 
criticized Trump for his sudden 
announcement. 
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MILITARY _ 

Afghan Black Hawk program 
short on pilots to fly them 



Phillip Walter WELLMAN/Stars and Stripes 


An Afghan pilot practices flying one of Afghanistan’s new UH-60 
Black Hawk helicopters at Kandahar Airfield in November 2017. 


By Phillip Walter Wellman 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Plans 
to replace Afghanistan’s aging 
fleet of Russian helicopters with 
American-made UH-60 Black 
Hawks may be unsustainable 
because of a lack of qualified pi¬ 
lots and engineers, a government 
watchdog has warned. 

The Black Hawks, estimated to 
cost up to $7 billion, are part of an 
effort to modernize the Afghan air 
force, which officials say is nec¬ 
essary for the government to be 
able to fend off enemies without 
international support. The plan 
calls for the Afghan air force to 
receive 159 Black Hawks by 2023. 
These will replace about 80 aging 
Russian-built Mi-17 ‘Hip’ helicop¬ 
ters currently in the air force’s 
inventory. 

Less than two years after the 
Black Hawk program began, it is 
at least 16 pilots short of plans, the 
Special Inspector General for Af¬ 
ghanistan Reconstruction said in 
a report released Tuesday. How¬ 


ever, it doesn’t appear the Defense 
Department has changed the num¬ 
ber of aircraft being delivered to 
the country, which risks wasting 
U.S. taxpayer dollars, it added. 

“Despite the fact that pilot devel¬ 
opment is not keeping pace, DOD 
has yet to establish benchmarks it 
can use to determine whether it 
should pause deliveries or reduce 
the number of UH-60s it will de¬ 
liver to the Afghans, running the 
risk that the aircraft it delivers 
will sit idle in Afghanistan without 
enough pilots to fly them,” SIGAR 
said. 

The watchdog said “unrealis¬ 
tic” English proficiency levels and 
false assumptions about attrition 
were partly to blame for the pilot 
shortage. 

There is also a lack of quali¬ 
fied engineers needed to maintain 
the new aircraft and no training 
course to teach them, the report 
said. 

“Having insufficient Afghan 
maintenance personnel limits the 
locations at which UH-60s can 
operate because DOD policy bars 


U.S. contractors from working 
where there is no U.S. or coalition 
control due to security concerns,” 
the report said. 

Russian Mi-17s have long 
formed the backbone of Afghan¬ 
istan’s air force. Afghan airmen 
and engineers are familiar with 
the aircraft and need very little 
advice from international part¬ 
ners on how to fly and maintain 
them. 

However, as the U.S. primar¬ 
ily bankrolls the Afghan military, 
sanctions against Russian arms 
manufacturers have made servic¬ 
ing the Mi-17 fleet increasingly 
difficult. 

Congress agreed to replace the 
Mi-17 fleet with U.S.-made heli¬ 
copters following a Pentagon as¬ 
sessment in 2017 that the Russian 
helicopters would soon become 
unsustainable. 

When it was first announced, it 
sparked grumbling among some 
Afghan pilots who said the Rus¬ 
sian helicopters are simpler to 
maintain and have better “hot- 
and-high” performance — mean¬ 


ing they can carry more cargo 
and more troops and operate at 
higher altitudes — a key consid¬ 
eration in a mountainous country 
like Afghanistan. 

The initial difficulties of transi¬ 
tioning to the Black Hawks docu¬ 
mented by SIGAR come amid 
increasing speculation about a 
possible pullout of U.S. and coali¬ 
tion forces and ongoing concerns 
that the Afghan military would 
struggle to cope on its own. 

The watchdog has called for 
the improvement of pilot train¬ 


ing timetables and English skills, 
in addition to a program to train 
Afghan maintenance crews, who 
would eventually replace foreign 
contractors. 

In a response, the Defense De¬ 
partment said it had “developed 
a proposed training plan that in¬ 
cludes establishing a maintenance 
development center outside of 
Afghanistan that will focus spe¬ 
cifically on training entry-level 
UH-60 maintenance personnel.” 

wellman.phillip@stripes.com 
Twitter: @pwwellman 


Europe: US lawmakers raising alarms about their home-state projects 



U.S. Army Spc. Joseph Ledford, with the 194th Engineer Brigade, Tennessee National Guard, trains on 
equipment while building foundations and roads during Resolute Castle 2018 at the Drawsko Pomorskie 
Training Area, Poland, on May 12. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Hundreds of projects could be 
at risk of losing their funding to 
Trump’s wall — including a $60 
million aircraft maintenance han¬ 
gar at Marine Corps Air Station 
Cherry Point in North Carolina; 
a $105 million command-and- 
control facility at Fort Shafter in 
Hawaii; and a $32 million vehicle 
maintenance shop at Fort Camp¬ 
bell in Kentucky. 

Lawmakers have begun rais¬ 
ing alarms about their home-state 
projects getting targeted. In a 
news release Monday, Rep. Sean 
Patrick Maloney, D-N.Y., com¬ 
plained about the potential for 
projects at the U.S. Military Acad¬ 
emy at West Point, including a $95 
million engineering center, to end 
up on Trump’s hit list. 

“It doesn’t matter if you support 
building a wall or not,” Maloney 
said. “We can’t steal funding from 
the next generation of military 
leaders to do it.” 

This type of domestic blowback, 
which could surface in numer¬ 
ous states, including some criti¬ 
cal to Trump’s 2020 re-election 
prospects, has led to expectations 
among congressional aides in 
both parties that Trump could go 
after overseas construction proj¬ 
ects first. A significant portion of 
that money is dedicated to proj¬ 
ects that are part of the European 
Deterrence Initiative, an effort to 
help U.S. allies in Europe shore up 
their defenses against Russia. 

The military construction bud¬ 
get dedicates about $800 million 
in the 2019 budget year toward the 
initiative, which was created after 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine to 
bolster the U.S. presence in East¬ 


ern Europe. The money pays for 
projects such as staging areas, re¬ 
fueling stations and other efforts 
aimed at helping NATO allies 
defend against encroaching Rus¬ 
sian threats, and it is considered 
a crucial part of the security alli¬ 
ance that Trump has often jeered 
as he suggests partner nations 
have not contributed enough to 
cooperative defense. 

“For him to suggest that a bor¬ 
der wall, where there is not an 
emergency, not a crisis, is more 
important to fund — and steal 
money from an account where 


there is certainly a crisis because 
Russian aggression in Europe has 
been absolutely over the top — it 
just shows how dramatically out of 
touch the president is,” said Rep. 
Debbie Wasserman Schultz, D- 
Fla., who chairs the House Appro¬ 
priations subcommittee that deals 
with military construction. “He 
has no understanding or interest 
in our national security interests.” 

Any move by Trump to dip 
into those overseas funds or do¬ 
mestic spending in the military 
construction budget is sure to get 
a hard look from Congress, law¬ 


Andrew McNEiL/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


makers said Monday. 

“The concern is,” said Sen. Dan 
Sullivan, R-Alaska, who chairs the 
Armed Services subcommittee 
that oversees military construc¬ 
tion, “we are all trying — the 
White House, the Congress — to 
rebuild our military, and that is an 
area that, depending on where it 
came from, could undermine that 
goal.” 

“It’s going to be a lot of tough 
questions by Armed Services 
(Committee) members about 
where’s the money coming from, 
what projects is it coming out of,” 


said Sen. Tim Kaine, D-Va., a com¬ 
mittee member. “If he goes the 
MilCon (military construction) 
route, the money that he’s taking 
is money for which there really is 
a need.” 

Trump is pushing Congress to 
give him $5.7 billion in U.S. tax¬ 
payer funds to build more than 
200 new miles of walls along 
the southern border, despite his 
repeated promise that Mexico 
would pay for the wall. Democrats 
oppose his request, a dispute that 
led to a 35-day partial government 
shutdown that ended Jan. 25 when 
Trump signed a short-term spend¬ 
ing bill containing no money for 
his wall. 

The stopgap bill expires Feb. 
15, leaving Congress less than 
two weeks to come up with a so¬ 
lution that could satisfy both the 
president and his Democratic 
antagonists. 

A bipartisan committee of 
House and Senate lawmakers is 
working behind the scenes to¬ 
ward that goal, but it’s unclear if 
it’ll be able to reach an agreement. 
Trump has repeatedly dismissed 
its efforts as a “waste of time” 
because he doesn’t think the law¬ 
makers will agree to give him the 
money he wants for his wall, and 
he’s suggested that he could end 
up declaring a national emergen¬ 
cy instead. 

The possibility that Trump 
could tap into unspent military 
construction or Army Corps of 
Engineers funds — another po¬ 
tential pot of money available to 
him under a national emergency 
declaration — has raised a new 
set of concerns, with lawmakers 
lobbying the president directly on 
the issue to try to ensure that their 
priorities are not touched. 
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Official: Taliban hit 
Afghan army base, 
killing at least 26 



Becky Malewitz, the South Bend (Ind.) Tribune/AP 


Reunited at last 

Joe Steenbeke plays with his newly adopted dog, Tess, at their home in Culver, Ind. Steenbeke, a 
veteran, was reunited with the bomb-sniffing dog he served with years ago in Afghanistan. Rep. Jackie 
Walorski, R-Ind., called Steenbeke on Jan. 23 to inform him that he’ll be able to adopt Tess, a Belgian 
Malinois whose ID number is tattooed on his arm. The South Bend Tribune reported that Steenbeke 
hadn’t seen Tess since his tour in Afghanistan ended in 2013, but he’s been trying to adopt her ever 
since. “We’re just looking forward to giving her a good retirement life. She’s worked so hard her entire 
life. Now she gets to sit back and have fun and live like an eccentric billionaire,” he said with a laugh. 

US urges nations to repatriate and 
prosecute foreign fighters in Syria 


By Rahim Faiez 

Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The 
Taliban launched a predawn at¬ 
tack on an army base in northern 
Afghanistan on Tuesday, killing at 
least 26 members of the security 
forces, a provincial official said, 
the latest brazen assault by insur¬ 
gents amid stepped-up efforts to 
resolve the country’s protracted 
war. 

The raid on the base in northern 
Kunduz province came as rep¬ 
resentatives of the Taliban were 
to hold meetings in Moscow with 
prominent Afghan figures, includ¬ 
ing former President Hamid Kar- 
zai, opposition leaders and tribal 
elders — but not Kabul govern¬ 
ment officials. 

The insurgents have refused to 
negotiate with President Ashraf 
Ghani’s government, calling it a 
U.S. puppet. The Taliban have 
been staging near-daily attacks, 
inflicting heavy casualties on the 
embattled Afghan army and secu¬ 
rity forces. Both sides in the con¬ 
flict say they want to strike hard 
militarily to bolster their position 
at the negotiating table. 

In the Kunduz attack, the Tal¬ 
iban stormed the base, located on 
the outskirts of the provincial cap¬ 
ital, Kunduz, at about 2 a.m., said 
Mohammad Yusouf Ayubi, head 
of the provincial council. There 
were at least 23 soldiers and three 
members of the local police force 
among those slain. 

According to Ayubi, 12 troops 
were wounded in the Taliban on¬ 
slaught, which lasted for over two 
hours until reinforcements ar¬ 
rived at the besieged base and the 
attackers were repelled. 

“Day by day, the security situa¬ 
tion is getting worse in and around 
Kunduz city,” said Ayubi, adding 
there are fears the city could again 
fall into the hands of the Taliban, 
as it did briefly on two occasions 
in recent years — in September 
2015 and in October 2016. 

Taliban spokesman Zabihullah 


Mujahid issued a statement to the 
media saying the Taliban were be¬ 
hind the Kunduz attack, claiming 
the insurgents had overrun three 
police checkpoints as the attack 
unfolded. 

Earlier Tuesday, Afghan offi¬ 
cials reported two more Taliban 
attacks that left 21 people dead, in¬ 
cluding 11 policemen killed when 
the insurgents stormed a check¬ 
point in northern Baghlan prov¬ 
ince’s Baghlani Markazi district. 

The checkpoint attack in Bagh¬ 
lan took place on Monday night 
and triggered a firefight that 
lasted for almost two hours, said 
Safder Mohsini, head of the pro¬ 
vincial council. Five policemen 
were wounded, and the Taliban 
seized all weapons and ammuni¬ 
tion from the checkpoint before 
reinforcements arrived, he said. 

“They arrived there late, fought 
back and managed to get the 
checkpoint under control,” he 
added. 

Earlier Monday, the Taliban 
targeted a local pro-government 
militia in a village in northern 
Samangan province, killing 10 
people there, including a woman, 
said Sediq Azizi, the provincial 
governor’s spokesman. Four peo¬ 
ple were wounded in that attack, 
in Dara-I Suf district, he said. 

According to Azizi, the Taliban 
targeted local villagers, including 
women and children. As the area 
is very remote, the villagers have 
their own militia to defend their 
homes from the insurgents. 

The Taliban claimed both the 
Baghlan and Samangan attacks. 

Far from the Afghan war zone, 
a two-day meeting in the Russian 
capital between the Taliban and 
Afghan figures, which started 
Tuesday, is seen as another step 
in a process aimed at resolving 
the 17-year war. That process has 
accelerated since the appointment 
last September of U.S. peace envoy 
Zalmay Khalilzad. 

But the meeting has sidelined 
Ghani’s government, which has 
criticized the negotiations. 


Associated Press 

BEIRUT — The United States 
on Monday called on other nations 
to repatriate and prosecute their 
citizens who traveled to Syria to 
fight with Islamic State and who 
are now being held by Washing¬ 
ton’s local partners. 

The Kurdish-led Syrian Demo¬ 
cratic Forces say they have de¬ 
tained more than 900 foreign 
fighters during their U.S.-backed 
campaign against ISIS in north¬ 
eastern Syria, where they are 
currently battling to drive the ex¬ 
tremists from their last tiny pock¬ 
et of territory. 

The question of what to do with 
the detained foreigners has grown 
increasingly thorny since Presi¬ 


dent Donald Trump’s surprise an¬ 
nouncement in December that he 
intends to withdraw all American 
forces from the country. 

“The United States calls upon 
other nations to repatriate and 
prosecute their citizens detained 
by the SDF and commends the 
continued efforts of the SDF to re¬ 
turn these foreign terrorist fight¬ 
ers to their countries of origin,” 
State Department deputy spokes¬ 
man Robert Palladino said in a 
statement. 

The statement came as the 
SDF announced the capture this 
month of three alleged ISIS fight¬ 
ers from Germany, Saudi Ara¬ 
bia and Egypt. In addition to the 
hundreds of militants, the SDF 
are also holding more than 4,000 


family members of ISIS fighters. 

Very few countries have ex¬ 
pressed readiness to repatriate 
their citizens, posing a dilemma 
for the Kurdish-led forces, par¬ 
ticularly after the US said it plans 
to withdraw. 

Last week, France’s Interior 
Minister Christophe Castaner 
told French media that a hand¬ 
ful of French jihadis had already 
returned home and more would 
follow soon after the departure 
of American troops. Britain re¬ 
fuses to take back citizens who 
joined ISIS and has reportedly 
stripped them of their citizenship. 
Other European countries have 
remained largely silent about the 
fate of men and women whom 
many see as a security threat. 


Lawmakers issue bipartisan call for more transparency from VA 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Republi¬ 
cans and Democrats in Congress 
asked Department of Veterans Af¬ 
fairs Secretary Robert Wilkie on 
Monday to work with them more 
closely and openly as the agency 
implements sweeping reforms in 
the coming months. 

In a letter, leaders of the vet¬ 
erans affairs and appropriations 
committees urged Wilkie for a 
“more collaborative relation¬ 
ship with Congress in the near 
term.” Since he was confirmed 


in July, Wilkie’s team at the VA 
has provided briefings that were 
“somewhat limited in scope and 
details,” they wrote. 

“As we begin a new Congress, 
we expect regular, detailed brief¬ 
ings to continue and that you will 
take a collaborative approach 
that maximizes transparency 
and demonstrates your intent that 
Congress be a full and true part¬ 
ner in implementation of these 
critical laws and initiatives,” the 
letter reads. 

It was signed by Sens. Johnny 
Isakson, R-Ga., Jon Tester, D- 


Mont., John Boozman, R-Ark., 
and Brian Schatz, D-Hawaii, and 
by Reps. Mark Takano, D-Calif., 
Phil Roe, R-Tenn., Debbie Was- 
serman Schultz, D-Fla., and John 
Carter, R-Texas. 

In response to the letter, VA 
press secretary Curt Cashour 
said the VA was “more transpar¬ 
ent than ever before.” 

In fiscal year 2018, the agency 
participated in 71 congressional 
hearings, a 20 percent increase 
from fiscal year 2017, Cashour 
said. He added that the VA con¬ 
ducted more than 1,302 briefings, 


a 54 percent increase from the 
previous year. 

“We welcome congressional 
oversight, and Secretary Wilkie’s 
cooperative relationship with 
lawmakers has helped VA achieve 
more substantive reforms than 
at any other time in decades,” 
Cashour said. 

He also said the VA would re¬ 
spond directly to the lawmakers’ 
letter, which was the latest in a 
series of calls for more transpar¬ 
ency from the VA, though previ¬ 
ous pleadings were made largely 
by Democrats. 


Last week, after the VA publicly 
announced proposed rules to ex¬ 
pand veterans’ access to private 
doctors, lawmakers and veterans’ 
organizations complained about 
little forewarning or information 
about the proposals. 

The draft rules are part of the 
VA Mission Act, a major VA re¬ 
form law scheduled to take effect 
in June that the lawmakers said 
would “fundamentally transform 
the delivery of veterans’ health 
care.” 


wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 
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Carlos Osorio/AP 


A clerk reaches for a container of marijuana buds Oct. 2 for a 
customer at Utopia Gardens, a medical marijuana dispensary in 
Detroit. Chronic pain is the most commonly cited reason people give 
when they enroll in state medical cannabis programs. 


Chronic pain tops list 
for using medical pot 


By Carla K. Johnson 

Associated Press 

Chronic pain is the most com¬ 
mon reason people give when they 
enroll in state-approved medical 
marijuana programs. 

That’s followed by stiffness from 
multiple sclerosis and chemother¬ 
apy-related nausea, according to 
an analysis of 15 states published 
Monday in the journal Health 
Affairs. 

The study didn’t measure wheth¬ 
er marijuana actually helped any¬ 
one with their problems, but the 
patients’ reasons match up with 
what’s known about the science 
of marijuana and its chemical 
components. 

“The majority of patients for 
whom we have data are using can¬ 
nabis for reasons where the sci¬ 
ence is the strongest,” said lead 
author Kevin Boehnke of Univer¬ 
sity of Michigan in Ann Arbor. 

California became the first state 
to allow medical use of marijuana 
in 1996. More than 30 states now 
allow marijuana for dozens of 
health problems. Lists of allow¬ 
able conditions vary by state, but 
in general, a doctor must certify a 
patient has an approved diagnosis. 

While the U.S. government has 
approved medicines based on 
compounds found in the plant, it 
considers marijuana illegal and 
imposes limits on research. 

The analysis is based on 2016 


data from the 15 states that re¬ 
ported the reasons given for using 
marijuana. Researchers com¬ 
pared the symptoms and condi¬ 
tions with a comprehensive review 
of the scientific evidence: a 2017 
report from the National Acade¬ 
mies of Sciences, Engineering and 
Medicine. 

About 85 percent of patients’ 
reasons were supported by sub¬ 
stantial or conclusive evidence in 
the National Academies report. 

About two-thirds of the about 
730,000 reasons were related to 
chronic pain, the study found. Pa¬ 
tients could report more than one 
pain condition, so the figure may 
overestimate patient numbers. 

Patients include Brandian 
Smith, 37, of Pana, Ill., who quali¬ 
fies because she has fibromyalgia. 
She said she has stopped taking 
opioid painkillers because mari¬ 
juana works better for her. 

The study also found: 

■ Alaska, Colorado, Nevada, 
and Oregon saw a decline in medi¬ 
cal marijuana patients after legal¬ 
ization of recreational marijuana 
in those states. 

■ More than 800,000 patients 
were enrolled in medical marijua¬ 
na programs in 2017 in 19 states. 
That doesn’t count California and 
Maine, which don’t require pa¬ 
tients to register. Other estimates 
have put the number at more than 
2 million. 


Source: Trump to tap critic 
of agency to lead World Bank 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump plans to nominate 
David Malpass, a Trump admin¬ 
istration critic of the World Bank, 
to lead the institution. 

That’s according to a senior ad¬ 
ministration official who spoke on 
condition of anonymity because 
the official wasn’t authorized to 
comment publicly on personnel 
decisions. 

Trump is expected to make an 
announcement later this week. 

Malpass, the undersecretary 


for international affairs at the 
Treasury Department, has been 
a sharp critic of the World Bank, 
especially over its lending to 
China. 

Malpass would succeed Jim 
Yong Kim, who announced in 
January that he is stepping down 
three years before his term was 
set to expire. 

The final decision on a succes¬ 
sor to Kim will be up to the bank’s 
board. 

Politico was first to report on 
the nomination. 


Subpoena seeks documents 
from inaugural committee 

White House press secretary says probe is part of ‘a hysteria’ 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A federal subpoena seeking docu¬ 
ments from Donald Trump’s inaugural committee 
is part of “a hysteria” over the fact that he’s presi¬ 
dent, White House press secretary Sarah Sanders 
said on Tuesday. 

Federal prosecutors in New York issued the sub¬ 
poena on Monday, furthering a federal inquiry into 
a fund that has faced mounting scrutiny into how it 
raised and spent its money. 

Inaugural committee spokeswoman Kristin Ce- 
lauro told The Associated Press that the committee 
had received the subpoena and was still reviewing 
it. “It is our intention to cooperate with the inquiry,” 
she said. 

The investigation is the latest in a series of criminal 
inquiries into Trump’s campaign and presidency. 

“Actually, I think the common thread is a hysteria 
over the fact that this president became president,” 
Sanders said in response to a CNN question. “The 
common thread is that there is so much hatred out 
there that they will look for anything to try to create 
and tie problems to this president.” 

Later, Sanders reiterated to reporters that the 
investigation “has nothing to do with the White 
House.” 

“I think the biggest focus and the thing that most 
Americans care about has nothing to do with the in¬ 
augural and it has everything to do with what the 
path forward looks like,” she said. 

The Wall Street Journal, citing a copy of the 
subpoena, reported that prosecutors asked for “all 
documents” related to the committee’s donors and 
vendors, as well as records relating to “benefits” do¬ 
nors received after making contributions. 


The newspaper reported late last year that federal 
prosecutors are investigating whether committee 
donors made contributions in exchange for political 
favors — a potential violation of federal corruption 
laws. 

It said the inquiry also was focused on whether 
the inauguration misspent 
the $107 million it raised 
to stage events celebrating 
Trump’s inauguration. 

The subpoena also re¬ 
quested documents relat¬ 
ing to donations “made by 
or on behalf of foreign na¬ 
tionals, including but not 
limited to any communica¬ 
tions regarding or relating 
to the possibility of dona¬ 
tions by foreign nationals,” 
the Journal reported. 

The New York Times 
reported late last year that 
federal prosecutors are ex- 
White Housepress amining whether anyone 

cprr-Ptarv fr0m Q atar > Saudl Arabla 

y or other Middle Eastern 
countries made illegal pay¬ 
ments to the committee and a pro-Trump super 
political action committee. Foreign contributions 
to inaugural funds and PACs are prohibited under 
federal law. 

The head of the inaugural committee, Tom Bar¬ 
rack, confirmed to The Associated Press that he 
was questioned by special counsel Robert Mueller 
in 2017. He told the AP he was not a target of the 
Mueller investigation. 


Actually, 

I think the 
common 
thread is 
a hysteria 
over the fact 
that this 
president 
became 
president.' 

Sarah Sanders 
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Va. governor clings to office amid furor 



Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam, with his wife, Ram, speaks at a news 
conference in the governor’s mansion in Richmond on Saturday. 


By Alan Suderman 

Associated. Press 

RICHMOND, Va. — Virginia 
Gov. Ralph Northam clung to his 
office Tuesday amid intense po¬ 
litical fallout over a racist photo in 
his 1984 medical school yearbook 
and uncertainty about the future 
of the state’s government. 

Nearly all of the state’s Demo¬ 
cratic establishment has turned 
against the 59-year-old Democrat 
after the picture surfaced late 
last week of someone in blackface 
next to another person in a Ku 
Klux Klan hood and robe. Nation¬ 
ally, Democrats have denounced 
Northam, too, but no one from his 
Cabinet has resigned. 

The politician next in line to 
be governor, Democratic Lt. Gov. 
Justin Fairfax, has denied an un¬ 
corroborated allegation of sexual 
misconduct first reported by a 
conservative website. Fairfax 
told reporters the 2004 encounter 
with a woman was consensual, 
and he called the accusation a po¬ 
litical smear. 

The woman accusing Fairfax 
has retained Washington, D.C., 
law firm Katz Marshall & Banks 
and is consulting with the firm 
about next steps, said a person 
close to the legal team who was 
not authorized to speak publicly 
and spoke on the condition of ano¬ 
nymity. One of the firm’s founding 
partners, Debra Katz, represent¬ 


ed Christine Blasey Ford, who 
accused Supreme Court nominee 
Brett Kavanaugh of sexually as¬ 
saulting her decades ago when 
they were teenagers. Kavanaugh 
denied the allegation and later 
was confirmed to the court. 

Northam, a pediatric neurolo¬ 
gist who graduated from East¬ 
ern Virginia Medical School and 
came to politics late in life, is one 
year into his four-year term. 

The sense of uncertainty over 
the state government’s future 
heightened Tuesday, known as the 
General Assembly’s “crossover 
day” — a deadline set by lawmak¬ 
ers as the last day for bills to be 
heard in the House or the Senate 
before crossing over to the other 
chamber. It’s one of the busiest 
legislative days of the year. 

Northam stayed out of sight 
Monday as he met with his Cabi¬ 
net and senior staff to hear their 
assessment of whether it was 
feasible for him to stay in office, 
according to a top administration 
official who was not authorized to 
discuss the matter publicly and 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 
The meetings included frank con¬ 
versations about the difficulties 
of governing under such circum¬ 
stances, the person said. 

Calls from lawmakers for 
Northam’s resignation seemed to 
ease. State Del. Lamont Bagby, 
head of the Legislative Black 
Caucus, said Monday that there 


was little left to say: “I’m going 
to let him breathe a little bit, 
give him space to make the right 
decision.” 

Finance Secretary Aubrey 
Layne said he told Northam the 
state cannot afford a prolonged 
period of uncertainty over his 
future. Northam’s office is in the 
middle of negotiations with GOP 
lawmakers over a major tax over¬ 
haul and changes to the state bud¬ 
get. The Republicans control both 
houses of the legislature. 


“One way or the other, it needs 
to be resolved,” Layne said. 

The furor over the photo erupt¬ 
ed Friday, when Northam first 
admitted he was in the picture 
without saying which costume 
he was wearing, and apologized. 
But a day later, he denied he was 
in the photo, while also acknowl¬ 
edging he once put on blackface 
to imitate Michael Jackson at a 
dance contest in Texas decades 
ago. 

The state’s Republican House 


speaker said lawmakers are hesi¬ 
tant to seek Northam’s impeach¬ 
ment and hope he steps down 
instead. 

“Obviously on impeachment, 
that’s a very high standard,” 
Speaker Kirk Cox said. “And so I 
think that’s why I think we have 
called for the resignation. We 
hope that’s what the governor 
does. I think that would obviously 
be less pain for everyone.” 

Referring to the allegation 
against him, Fairfax said he was 
not surprised it came at a critical 
time: “It’s at that point that they 
come out with the attacks and the 
smears. It is unfortunate. It really 

is, but it’s sadly a part of our poli¬ 
tics now.” 

The Washington Post said Mon¬ 
day that it was approached by the 
woman in 2017 and carefully in¬ 
vestigated but never published 
a story for lack of any indepen¬ 
dent evidence. The Post said the 
woman had not told anyone about 

it, the account could not be cor¬ 
roborated, Fairfax denied it, and 
the Post was unable to find other 
similar allegations against him 
among people who knew him in 
college, law school or in politics. 

Last week, Northam came 
under fire from Republicans who 
have accused him of backing in¬ 
fanticide after he said he support¬ 
ed a bill loosening restrictions on 
late-term abortions. 


Oprah offers big stage for O’Rourke 

By Will Weissert 

Associated Press 


Former Rep. Beto O’Rourke, D-Texas, is sitting down with Oprah 
Winfrey with the chance to take back a 2020 spotlight that has 
lately been seized by a first wave of top Democratic primary 
contenders who have already jumped into the presidential race. 



‘Medicare-for-all’ a hot 
topic among 2020 Dems 


AUSTIN, Texas — Beto 
O’Rourke’s weeks of near-silence 
end on a massive stage when he 
sits down for an interview with 
Oprah Winfrey. 

The appearance Tuesday on 
“Oprah’s SuperSoul Conversa¬ 
tions from Times Square” comes 
ahead of a possible presidential 
campaign and puts O’Rourke’s 
charisma to the test. 

O’Rourke dazzled Democrats 
last year by nearly defeating Re¬ 
publican Sen. Ted Cruz in the 
country’s largest red state. But 
his presidential prospects have 
been overshadowed more re¬ 
cently with the generally well-re¬ 
ceived 2020 campaign launches 
of Sens. Kamala Harris, of Cali¬ 
fornia; Elizabeth Warren, of Mas¬ 
sachusetts; and Cory Booker, of 
New Jersey. 

After months of on-again off- 
again flirtation with a campaign, 
O’Rourke’s supporters say they’re 
ready for some clarity. 

“A lot of people have been pro¬ 
jecting their own desires to see 
him run and they’re hoping that 
he will announce on Oprah, which 
would be so fitting,” said Nate Le- 
rner, co-founder of Draft Beto, 
a group of Democratic activists 
who are raising money and build¬ 
ing a potential campaign infra¬ 
structure should O’Rourke run. 
“I’m hoping he at least does give 
some indication of where he’s at.” 


Lerner may not even get that 
much, though. O’Rourke’s aides 
say he is still making up his mind 
on a White House run and isn’t 
expected to announce a decision 
during Tuesday’s taping. 

Still, his association with Win¬ 
frey could be helpful if O’Rourke 
decides to pursue a campaign. 
Winfrey’s endorsement of Barack 
Obama was pivotal to his 2008 
campaign. She also took the rare 
step of campaigning for Demo¬ 
crat Stacey Abrams ahead of her 
near-upset in the 2018 Georgia 
governor’s race. 

Winfrey herself has been 
the center of 2020 speculation, 
though she has said she doesn’t 
plan to run. 

Her show blurs the line be¬ 


tween politics and pop culture. 
The lineup on Tuesday also fea¬ 
tures actors Bradley Cooper and 
Michael B. Jordan and philan¬ 
thropist Melinda Gates, under¬ 
scoring the sense of celebrity that 
surrounds O’Rourke. 

The taping comes amid the fall¬ 
out of a racist photo on Virginia 
Gov. Ralph Northam’s medical 
school yearbook page. While 
all of the declared Democratic 
presidential candidates have de¬ 
manded Northam’s resignation, 
O’Rourke hasn’t commented. 
That may change if he’s pressed 
by Winfrey. 

Though the taping is Tuesday, 
the interview won’t air on Win¬ 
frey’s network until Feb. 16. 


By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — “Medicare- 
for-all” is quickly becoming a ral¬ 
lying cry for many Democratic 
White House hopefuls, but there 
are growing questions about how 
to pull off such a dramatic switch 
to a government-run health care 
system. 

The debate over scrapping pri¬ 
vate insurers has heated up in re¬ 
cent days since Democratic Sen. 
Kamala Harris, of California, a 
supporter of “Medicare-for-all,” 
told CNN’s Jake Tapper, “Who 
of us has not had that situation, 
where you’ve got to wait for ap¬ 
proval, and the doctor says, well, 
I don’t know if your insurance 
company is going to cover this? 
Let’s eliminate all of that. Let’s 
move on.” 

But since her nationally tele¬ 
vised remarks, several of Har¬ 
ris’ rivals have pointedly spoken 
about their plans to work toward 
universal health care in more 
pragmatic, incremental ways. 
Those Democrats portray the 
single-payer health care pro¬ 
posal they’ve backed as only one 
strategy to achieve universal 
coverage, while emphasizing the 
importance of other, less sweep¬ 
ing paths. 

Among the skeptics, former 
New York Mayor Michael Bloom¬ 
berg has said “Medicare-for-all” 
would “bankrupt for us for a very 


long time.” 

Uniting Democrats is a desire 
to guarantee coverage for all, in¬ 
cluding an estimated 29 million 
people who remain uninsured. 
Some are backing a plan that 
would let people buy into Medi¬ 
care, with tax credits from the 
Obama-era Affordable Care Act. 

At the forefront of the debate is 
Vermont independent Sen. Ber- 
nie Sanders’ “Medicare-for-all” 
bill, which holds out the promise 
of health care as a right, the po¬ 
tential for national savings from 
reduced administrative costs and 
government price-setting, and 
no more copays, deductibles or 
surprise medical bills. His plan 
envisions a four-year transition, 
phasing in the change by age 
groups. Simultaneously, some 
big tax increases would be taking 
effect. 

But there would be enormous 
challenges to put in place a sin¬ 
gle-payer health insurance with 
the government fully in control of 
the $3.5 trillion U.S. health care 
system, experts say. 

In addition to Harris, Demo¬ 
cratic Sens. Cory Booker, of New 
Jersey; Kirsten Gillibrand, of 
New York; and Elizabeth Warren, 
of Massachusetts, have signed 
onto the Sanders bill. Sens. Amy 
Klobuchar, of Minnesota, and 
Sherrod Brown, of Ohio, also de¬ 
scribe universal health care as 
an ultimate goal, but neither has 
signed onto Sanders’ legislation. 
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Appeals court confirmations 
under Trump at historic high 



Evan Vucci/AP 


Neomi Rao, White House Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs 
administrator, left, smiles as President Donald Trump announces his 
intention to nominate her to fill a seat on the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the D.C. Circuit, on Nov. 13 at the White House. 

Liberals decry remarks 
by Trump judicial pick 
on date rape, gay rights 


By Ann E. Marimow 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump has installed a 
historic number of federal ap¬ 
peals court judges for this point 
of a presidency. 

But the immediate effect on the 
composition of the courts across 
the country is modest — and the 
rapid pace is unlikely to continue 
because of a limited number of 
remaining open seats. 

The Senate confirmation of 
Trump’s 30 appeals court judges 
is more than any other president’s 
two years into a term. 

His picks for the nation’s 13 cir¬ 
cuit courts, one step below the Su¬ 
preme Court, predominantly are 
male and less diverse than those 
tapped by his predecessor. 

They also include younger 
nominees, including a 36-year- 
old former clerk to Justices Clar¬ 
ence Thomas and Neil Gorsuch, 
which means Trump’s conserva¬ 
tive imprint on the federal judi¬ 
ciary will endure through cases 
involving state gun regulations, 
the environment, immigration 
and abortion. 

Trump’s nominees mostly 
add to conservative majorities 
on courts already dominated by 
judges picked by Republicans or 
narrow the margin on more lib¬ 
eral-leaning courts such as the 
San Francisco-based 9th Circuit, 
according to an analysis by judi¬ 
cial expert Russell Wheeler of the 
Brookings Institution. 

A full flip would occur only at 
the appeals court in Philadelphia, 
if the president’s current nomi¬ 
nees all are confirmed. Newly 
confirmed judges to the Atlanta- 
based 11th Circuit make that 
court evenly divided by judges 
nominated by Republicans and 
Democrats. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Supreme 
Court Justice Ruth Bader Gins- 
burg made her first public ap¬ 
pearance since undergoing 
lung cancer surgery, attending 
a concert in her honor given by 
her daughter-in-law and other 
musicians. 

Ginsburg, 85, had surgery in 
New York on Dec. 21. She missed 
arguments at the court in Janu¬ 
ary, her first illness-related ab¬ 
sence in more than 25 years as a 
justice, and has been recuperat¬ 
ing at her home in Washington. 

On Monday night, Ginsburg at¬ 
tended a concert at a museum a 
few blocks from the White House. 
It was given by Patrice Michaels, 
who is married to Ginsburg’s son, 
James. Michaels is a soprano and 
composer. 


The shift in the balance nation¬ 
ally “is not as impressive as one 
might think,” Wheeler said, but 
the longevity of Trump’s choices 
will be, given their ages. 

“When Trump replaces a 72- 
year-old slightly right-of-center 
judge with a 45-year-old conser¬ 
vative firebrand, it’s not really 
apples for apples,” Wheeler said. 

Trump’s Supreme Court nomi¬ 
nees, Brett Kavanaugh and Gor¬ 
such, drew widespread attention 
for solidifying a more conserva¬ 
tive majority on the nation’s high¬ 
est court. 

But while the justices resolved 
69 cases in the term that ended in 
June, the 13 circuit courts handle 
tens of thousands of cases each 
year. That makes the appeals 
courts the last word in most mat¬ 
ters affecting residents of the 
states they cover. 

The regional circuits take ap¬ 
peals from the lower federal 
courts, and the appeals bench 
often is a steppingstone for the 
candidates presidents consider 
for the Supreme Court. All but 
one of the current justices, Elena 
Kagan, previously served on a 
circuit court. 

The Senate Judiciary Commit¬ 
tee’s new chairman, Lindsey Gra¬ 
ham, R-S.C., is moving quickly 
on the latest batch of nominees 
starting this week to confirm “as 
many as possible, as soon as pos¬ 
sible,” he said in a statement. 

The Judicial Crisis Network, 
a key group supporting the ad¬ 
ministration’s nominees, recently 
launched a $1.5 million ad cam¬ 
paign calling on Senate Demo¬ 
crats to “confirm the judges.” 

But it isn’t clear how many 
more vacancies Trump will get 
a chance to fill because openings 
turn on judges retiring, resigning 
or otherwise leaving. 

Judges nominated by Demo- 


The concert was dedicated to 
Ginsburg’s life in the law. 

The justice sat in the back of the 
darkened auditorium at the Na¬ 
tional Museum of Women in the 
Arts. The National Constitution 
Center, which sponsored the con¬ 
cert, did not permit photography. 

The performance concluded 
with a song set to Ginsburg’s an¬ 
swers to questions. 

In introducing the last song, 
Michaels said, “bring our show to 
a close, but not the epic and noto¬ 
rious story of RBG.” 

Ginsburg had two previ¬ 
ous bouts with cancer. She had 
colorectal cancer in 1999 and 
pancreatic cancer in 2009. 

James Ginsburg said before the 
concert that his mother is walking 
a mile a day and meeting with her 
personal trainer twice a week. 


cratic presidents may be less in¬ 
clined to step down if it means 
giving Trump an opportunity to 
name their successor. 

“Especially given the intensity 
of opposition in many quarters to 
President Trump, it’s even less 
likely than usual that you would 
expect voluntary retirements 
from Democratic appointees,” 
said conservative legal commen¬ 
tator Ed Whelan, president of the 
Ethics and Public Policy Center. 

Remaking the appeals courts is 
a long game. 

“It takes more than two years 
of strong appointments to begin 
to transform the courts,” Whelan 
said. 

There is no shortage of jurists 
who could leave or create an 
opening by shifting to a lighter 
workload known as “senior sta¬ 
tus.” At least 60 of the 167 circuit 
judges are eligible because of a 
combination of their age — at 
least 65 — and years of service on 
the bench, according to Wheel¬ 
er’s analysis of Federal Judicial 
Center data. 

When Trump took office in 
January 2017, he inherited a large 
number of court openings, in¬ 
cluding 17 on the federal appeals 
bench. Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, during the last 
two years of the Obama adminis¬ 
tration, had delayed nominations. 

McConnell and the White 
House Counsel’s Office, led until 
recently by Donald McGahn, 
made the confirmation of conser¬ 
vative judges a top priority. 

The path from nomination to 
confirmation has been quick. 
Trump’s circuit court picks 
were confirmed after a median 
146 days, compared to 229 for 
Obama’s nominees, even though 
Trump’s picks had to overcome 
more negative votes, Wheeler’s 
analysis shows. 



J. Scott Applewhite/AP 


Supreme Court Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg on Monday 
made her first public appearance 
since undergoing lung cancer 
surgery in December. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Liberal ac¬ 
tivists are targeting President 
Donald Trump’s nominee to re¬ 
place Brett Kavanaugh on a high- 
profile appeals court, citing what 
they call her extreme views on 
race, sexual assault and LGBT 
rights. 

Trump nominated Neomi Rao 
for a seat on the U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals for the District of Co¬ 
lumbia Circuit left vacant when 
Kavanaugh joined the Supreme 
Court. She currently serves as 
administrator of the White House 
Office of Information and Regu¬ 
latory Affairs, where she plays 
a key role in Trump’s efforts 
to roll back federal rules and 
regulations. 

The Senate Judiciary Com¬ 
mittee held a hearing Tuesday to 
consider Rao’s nomination. 

Rao, 45, worked in the George 
W. Bush White House but has 
never tried a case in court. 

Critics have seized on her 
college writings in which she 
criticized affirmative action, sug¬ 
gested that intoxicated women 
were partly responsible for 
date rape and said LGBT rights 
were part of a “trendy” political 
movement. The 1995 Yale gradu¬ 
ate also faulted environmental 
groups that “accept issues such 
as global warming as truth with 
no reference to the prevailing sci¬ 
entific doubts.” 

Dan Goldberg, legal director 
of the left-leaning Alliance for 
Justice, called Rao’s writings 
“deeply troubling,” especially on 
sexual assault. 

“They are vile, they are terri¬ 
ble and she has never disavowed 
those views,” he said. 

Shiwali Patel, senior counsel at 
the National Women’s Law Cen¬ 
ter, called Rao a “rape apologist” 
and said her promotion to the 
D.C.-based appeals court, widely 
viewed as the nation’s second- 


most important court, would en¬ 
danger women. 

In a 1994 column, Rao wrote: 
“Unless someone made her drinks 
undetectably strong or forced 
them down her throat, a woman, 
like a man, decides when and how 
much to drink. And if she drinks 
to the point where she can no lon¬ 
ger choose, well, getting to that 
point was a part of her choice.” 

A good way to avoid a potential 
rape “is to stay reasonably sober,” 
Rao added. 

She also said Yale has “dedi¬ 
cated itself to a relatively firm 
meritocracy, which drops its 
standards only for a few minori¬ 
ties, some legacies and a football 
player here or there.” 

And she said a decadeslong 
struggle for LGBT rights was part 
of “trendy political movements” 
that “have only recently added 
sexuality to the standard check¬ 
list of traits requiring tolerance.” 

Senate Republicans pushed 
back against Rao’s critics, saying 
her college writings are not out¬ 
side the mainstream. GOP staff¬ 
ers circulated a series of articles 
by female writers, including a 
2013 column in the online maga¬ 
zine Slate by Emily Yoffe. 

“Let’s be totally clear: Perpe¬ 
trators are the ones responsible 
for committing their crimes, and 
they should be brought to justice,” 
Yoffe wrote. “But we are failing 
to let women know that when they 
render themselves defenseless, 
terrible things can be done to 
them. That’s not blaming the vic¬ 
tim; that’s trying to prevent more 
victims.” 

Democrats also were expected 
to focus on Rao’s comments in¬ 
dicating she would have voted 
to overturn the Affordable Care 
Act. 

The American Bar Association 
said Monday it has deemed Rao 
“well-qualified” for the appeals 
court. 


Justice Ginsburg makes 1st public 
appearance since cancer surgery 
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We’re not alone’ 

Harvard’s top astronomer says an alien ship may be among us - and he doesn’t care what his colleagues think 



Avi Loeb poses in the observatory near his office in Cambridge, Mass. His theory about an alien 
spaceship has made the rounds in the media and caused controversy in the academic community. 


By Avi Selk 

The Washington Post 

CAMBRIDGE, Mass.—Before 
he started the whole alien space¬ 
ship thing last year, the chairman 
of Harvard University’s astron¬ 
omy department was known for 
public lectures on modesty. Per¬ 
sonal modesty, which Avi Loeb 
said he learned growing up on a 
farm. And what Loeb calls “cos¬ 
mic modesty” — the idea that it’s 
arrogant to assume we are alone 
in the universe, or even a particu¬ 
larly special species. 

You can find a poster for one 
of these lectures in Loeb’s office 
today, though it’s a bit lost among 
the clutter: photos of Loeb pos¬ 
ing under the dome of Harvard’s 
enormous 19th-century telescope; 
thank-you notes from elementary 
schoolchildren; a framed inter¬ 
view he gave the New York Times 
in 2014; his books on the forma¬ 
tion of galaxies; his face, again 
and again — a bespectacled man 
in his mid-50s with a perpetually 
satisfied smile. 

Loeb stands beside his desk on 
the first morning of spring cours¬ 
es in a creaseless suit, stapling 
syllabi for his afternoon class. He 
points visitors to this and that on 
the wall. He mentions that four 
TV crews were in this office on 
the day in the fall when his space¬ 
ship theory went viral, and now 
five film companies are interest¬ 
ed in making a movie about his 
life. 

A neatly handwritten page of 
equations sits on the desk, on the 
edge closest to the guest chairs. 

“Oh, this is something I did last 
night,” Loeb says. It’s a calcula¬ 
tion, he explains, supporting his 
theory that an extraterrestrial 
spacecraft, or at least a piece of 
one, may at this moment be flying 
past the orbit of Jupiter. 

Since publishing his controver¬ 
sial paper, Loeb has run a nearly 
nonstop media circuit, embrac¬ 
ing the celebrity that comes from 
being perhaps the most academi¬ 
cally distinguished E.T. enthusi¬ 
ast of his time — the top Harvard 
astronomer who suspects tech¬ 
nology from another solar system 
just showed up at our door. And 
this, in turn, has left some of his 
peers nonplused — grumbling at 
what they see as a flimsy theory 
or bewildered as to why Har¬ 
vard’s top astronomer won’t shut 
up about aliens. 

What you can’t call Loeb is 
a crank. When astronomers in 
Hawaii stumbled across the first 
known interstellar object in late 
2017 — a blip of light moving 
so fast past the sun that it could 
only have come from another star 
— Loeb had three decades of Ivy 
League professorship and hun¬ 
dreds of astronomical publica¬ 
tions on his resume mostly to do 
with the nature of black holes and 
early galaxies and other subjects 
far from any tabloid shelf. 

So when seemingly every as¬ 
tronomer on the planet was trying 


to figure out how the interstellar 
object (dubbed ‘Oumuamua, Ha¬ 
waiian for “scout”) got to our re¬ 
mote patch of Milky Way, Loeb’s 
extraordinarily confident sugges¬ 
tion that it probably came from 
another civilization could not be 
easily dismissed. 

“Considering an artificial 
origin, one possibility is that 
‘Oumuamua” — pronounced Oh- 
mooah-mooah — “is a lightsail, 
floating in interstellar space as a 
debris from an advanced techno¬ 
logical equipment,” Loeb wrote 
with his colleague Shmuel Bialy 
in Astrophysical Journal Letters 
in November — thrilling E.T. en¬ 
thusiasts and upsetting the frag¬ 
ile orbits of space academia. 

“‘Oumuamua is not an alien 
spaceship, and the authors of the 
paper insult honest scientific in¬ 
quiry to even suggest it,” tweeted 
Paul Sutter, an astrophysicist at 
Ohio State University, shortly 
after the paper published. 

“A shocking example of sensa¬ 
tionalist, ill-motivated science,” 
theoretical astrophysicist Ethan 
Siegel wrote in Forbes. North 
Carolina State University astro- 
phycisist Katie Mack suggested 
Loeb was trolling for publicity. 
“Sometimes you write a paper 
about something that you don’t 
believe to be true at all, just for 
the purpose of putting out there,” 
she told the Verge. 

Most scientists besides Loeb 
assume ‘Oumuamua is some sort 
of rock, be it an asteroid ejected 
from some star in meltdown hun¬ 
dreds of millions of years ago, or 
an icy comet wandering the inter¬ 
stellar void. But it’s moving too 


fast for an inert rock, Loeb points 
out — zooming away from the sun 
as if something is pushing it from 
behind. And if it’s a comet spew¬ 
ing jets of steam, the limited ob¬ 
servations astronomers made of 
it showed no sign. 

Loeb argues that ‘Oumuamua’s 
behavior means it can’t be, as is 
commonly imagined, a clump of 
rock shaped like a long potato, but 
rather an object that’s very long 
and no more than 1 millimeter 
thick, perhaps like a kilometer- 
long obloid pancake — or a ship 
sail — so light and thin that sun¬ 
light is pushing it out of our solar 
system. 

And while he’s not saying it’s 
definitely aliens, he is saying he 
can’t think of anything other than 
aliens that fits the data. And he’s 
saying that all over international 
news. 


I don’t have a class 
system in my head 
of academia being 
the elite. I see it 
as a continuation 
of childhood 
curiosity — trying to 
understand what the 
world is like, f 

Avi Loeb 

chairman of Harvard University’s 
astronomy department 


Adam GLANZMAN/For The Washington Post 


“Many people expected once 
there would be this publicity, I 
would back down,” Loeb says. “If 
someone shows me evidence to 
the contrary, I will immediately 
back down.” 

In the meantime, he’s doubling 
down, hosting a Reddit AMA on 
“how the discovery of alien life in 
space will transform our life,” and 
constantly emailing his “friends 
and colleagues” with updates on 
all the reporters who are speak¬ 
ing to him. 

In a matter of months, Loeb has 
become a one-man alternative to 
the dirge of terrestrial news. 

“It changes your perception on 
reality, just knowing that we’re 
not alone,” he says. “We are fight¬ 
ing on borders, on resources.... It 
would make us feel part of planet 
Earth as a civilization rather than 
individual countries voting on 
Brexit.” 

So now he is famous, styling 
himself as a truth-teller and risk- 
taker in an age of overly conser¬ 
vative, quiescent scientists. 

“The mainstream approach [is] 
you can sort of drink your coffee 
in the morning and expect what 
you will find later on. It’s a stable 
lifestyle, but for me it resembles 
more the lifestyle of a business 
person rather than scientists,” he 
says. 

“The worst thing that can hap¬ 
pen to me is I would be relieved 
of my administrative duties, and 
that would give me even more 
time to focus on science,” Loeb 
adds. “All the titles I have, I can 
dial them back. In fact, I can dial 
myself back to the farm.” 

Loeb grew up in an Israeli 


farming village. He would sit 
in the hills and read philosophy 
books imagining the broader uni¬ 
verse, he says, a fascination that 
led him into academia and all the 
way to ‘Oumuamua. 

“I don’t have a class system in 
my head of academia being the 
elite,” he says, as he leads a report¬ 
er into the locked chamber of the 
Great Refractor — an enormous 
19th-century telescope where he 
sometimes does photo ops. “I see 
it as a continuation of childhood 
curiosity — trying to understand 
what the world is like.” 

He joined Princeton Univer¬ 
sity’s Institute for Advanced 
Study in the late 1980s (“Where 
Einstein used to be,” he notes) 
and later took a junior position 
in Harvard’s astronomy depart¬ 
ment, where “for 20 years no one 
had been promoted from within 
... They tenured me after three 
years.” 

As he tells it, his life story 
sounds like a cerebral version 
of “Forrest Gump” — Loeb al¬ 
ways singlemindedly pursuing 
his science and intersecting with 
the giants of the field, whom 
he regularly name-drops. Ste¬ 
phen Hawking had dinner at his 
house. Stephen Spielberg once 
asked him for movie tips. Rus¬ 
sian billionaire Uri Milner once 
walked into his office and sat on 
the couch and asked him to help 
design humanity’s first interstel¬ 
lar spaceship — which he is now 
doing, with a research budget of 
$100 million and the endorse¬ 
ment of Mark Zuckerberg and the 
late Hawking. 

Loeb mentions casually that 
when he was 24 years old he got a 
private audience with the famed 
physicist Freeman Dyson — and 
then pauses for effect beneath the 
20-foot shaft of the Great Refrac¬ 
tor, grinning until he realizes the 
reporter doesn’t know who Free¬ 
man Dyson is. 

At midday, Loeb leaves the tele¬ 
scope and his office and descends 
to a bare white classroom to in¬ 
troduce the basics of astrophysics 
to a dozen new students. 

If he’s mastered the national 
news interview by now, his lec¬ 
ture begins a bit stilted. He looks 
down at the table as he speaks. 
He asks the freshmen at this 
most prestigious of universities to 
go around the table and list their 
hobbies. 

Ten minutes later, Loeb goes 
off script. 

“Did anyone hear the name 
‘Oumuamua?” he asks. “What did 
it mean?” 

Almost everyone nods, and 
freshman Matt Jacobsen, who 
came to Harvard from an Iowa 
farm town, volunteers quietly: 
“There was speculation that it 
was from another civilization.” 

“Who made that speculation?” 
Loeb asks, smiling. 

There’s an awkward silence 
in the room, and then Jacobsen 
cries, “Was it you? Oh my gosh!” 
and the professor smiles wider. 
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5 obstacles to autonomous vehicle use 


By Tom Krisher 

Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH — In the world 
of autonomous vehicles, Pitts¬ 
burgh and Silicon Valley are bus¬ 
tling hubs of development and 
testing. But ask those involved 
in self-driving vehicles when we 
might actually see them carry¬ 
ing passengers in every city, and 
you’ll get an almost universal an¬ 
swer: Not anytime soon. 

An optimistic assessment is 10 
years. Many others say decades 
as researchers try to conquer a 
number of obstacles. The vehicles 
themselves will debut in limited, 
well-mapped areas within cities 
and spread outward. 

The fatal crash in Arizona in¬ 
volving an Uber autonomous 
vehicle in March slowed prog¬ 
ress, largely because it hurt the 
public’s perception of the safety 
of the vehicles. Companies slowed 
research to be more careful. 

Google’s Waymo, for instance, 
decided not to launch a fully au¬ 
tonomous ride-hailing service in 
the Phoenix area and will rely on 
human backup drivers to ferry 
passengers, at least for now. 

Here are the problems that re¬ 
searchers must overcome to start 


giving rides without humans be¬ 
hind the wheel: 

Snow and weather 

When it’s heavy enough 
to cover the pavement, 
snow blocks the view of 
lane lines that vehicle cameras 
use to find their way. Researchers 
so far haven’t figured out a way 
around this. That’s why much 
of the testing is done in warm- 
weather climates such as Arizona 
and California. 

Heavy snow, rain, fog and sand¬ 
storms can obstruct the view of 
cameras. Light beams sent out 
by laser sensors can bounce off 
snowflakes and think they are 
obstacles. Radar can see through 
the weather, but it doesn’t show 
the shape of an object needed for 
computers to figure out what it is. 

Researchers are working on 
laser sensors that use a differ¬ 
ent light beam wavelength to see 
through snowflakes, said Greg 
McGuire, director of the MCity 
autonomous vehicle testing lab at 
the University of Michigan. Soft¬ 
ware also is being developed so 
vehicles can differentiate between 
real obstacles and snowflakes, 
rain, fog, and other conditions. 

But many companies are still 


trying to master the difficult task 
of driving on a clear day with 
steady traction. 

Pavement lines and curbs 
Around the globe, road¬ 
way marking lines are dif¬ 
ferent, or they may not even 
exist. Lane lines aren’t standard¬ 
ized, so vehicles have to learn how 
to drive differently in each city. 
Sometimes there aren’t curbs to 
help vehicles judge lane width. 

For instance, in Pittsburgh’s 
industrial “Strip District,” where 
many self-driving vehicles are 
tested, the city draws lines across 
the narrow lanes to mark where 
vehicles should stop for stop signs. 
Sometimes the lines are so far 
back and buildings are so close 
to the street that autonomous 
cars can’t see traffic on the cross 
street if they stop at the line. One 
workaround is to program vehi¬ 
cles to stop for the line and creep 
forward. 

Human drivers 
For many years, autono¬ 
mous vehicles will have 
to deal with humans who 
don’t always play by the rules. 
They double-park or walk in front 
of cars. Recently in Pittsburgh, 
an Argo backup driver had to take 


over when his car stopped during 
a right turn, blocking an intersec¬ 
tion when it couldn’t immediately 
decide whether to go around a 
double-parked delivery truck. 

“Even if the car might even¬ 
tually figure something out, it’s 
shared space, and it’s socially un¬ 
acceptable” to block traffic, said 
Pete Rander, president of Argo 
AI, an autonomous vehicle com¬ 
pany in which Ford has invested 
heavily. 

Humans also make eye contact 
with other drivers to make sure 
they’re looking in the right direc¬ 
tion, something still being devel¬ 
oped for autonomous vehicles. 

Add to that the antagonism that 
some feel toward robots. People 
have reportedly been harassing 
Waymo’s autonomous test vehi¬ 
cles near Phoenix. 

The Arizona Republic reported 
in December that police is subur¬ 
ban Chandler have documented 
at least 21 cases in the past two 
years. One Jeep forced the Waymo 
vans off the road six times. 

Left turns 

Deciding when to turn 
left in front of oncoming 
traffic without a green 
arrow is one of the more difficult 


tasks for human drivers and one 
that causes many crashes. 

Autonomous vehicles have the 
same trouble. 

Waymo CEO John Krafcik 
said in a recent interview that his 
company’s vehicles are still en¬ 
countering occasional problems 
at intersections. 

Consumer acceptance 
The fatal Uber crash near 
Phoenix last year did more 
than push the pause button 
on testing. It also rattled consum¬ 
ers who someday will be asked to 
ride in self-driving vehicles. 

Surveys taken after the Uber 
crash showed that drivers are 
reluctant to give up control to a 
computer. One by AAA found that 
73 percent of American drivers 
would be too fearful to ride in a 
fully self-driving vehicle. That’s 
up from 63 percent in late 2017. 

Autonomous vehicle companies 
are showing test passengers in¬ 
formation on screens about where 
the vehicles are headed and what 
its sensors are seeing. The more 
people ride, the more they trust 
the vehicles, says Krafcik. 






Heavy-duty trucks 
updated, upgraded 
for 2019 model year 



David Zalubowski/AP 


A long row of unsold 2019 pickup trucks sits at a Ram dealership in Littleton, Colo. For the first time in 
years, all three Detroit automakers are making major changes to heavy-duty versions of their trucks. 


By Tom Krisher 

Associated Press 


DETROIT — Nicole Foster- 
Beck asks a lot of the heavy-duty 
pickup truck she uses on her 43- 
acre horse farm east of Dallas. 

Aside from the daily hauling, 
her 2015 GMC Sierra has to be 
powerful enough to pull a heavy 
eight-horse trailer to competi¬ 
tions, yet cushy enough to keep 
people comfortable on trips as far 
away as Kentucky. 

She’s exactly the customer that 
all three Detroit automakers will 
be courting this year when they 
roll out new or substantially up¬ 
dated heavy-duty versions of 
their trucks. 

It’s the first time that all three 
are revamping their heavy- 
duty trucks at the same time in 
years, which almost certainly 
will touch off a battle of ads and 
specifications. 

Pickups from the Detroit auto¬ 
makers were the three top-sell¬ 
ing vehicles in the U.S. last year, 
totaling more than 2 million in 
sales. 

Heavy-duty versions, with big¬ 
ger frames, beds, interiors and 
engines, make up about 30 per¬ 
cent of that. They’re for those who 
need to tow and haul big things. 

Most buyers pull trailers with 
heavy items including boats, 
horses and recreational campers 
that can weigh around 10 tons. 


Many are used to pull trailers 
laden with equipment to job sites. 

“Capability is really impor¬ 
tant for these folks,” said Sandor 
Piszar, truck marketing manager 
for General Motors’ Chevrolet 
brand. “They’re often times tow¬ 
ing something that’s even more 
valuable than the truck itself. It 
enables what their lifestyle is.” 

There’s a lot at stake for the au¬ 
tomakers, who get most of their 
profits from trucks. 

Around 90 percent of heavy- 
duty buyers spend thousands 
extra for powerful diesel en¬ 
gines, and many go for pricey 
luxury and safety features, pay¬ 
ing as much as $80,000 for a fully 
decked-out truck. 

They also do their homework. 

“Hauling a horse is not just like 
hauling around hay,” said Foster- 
Beck, who trains show horses at 
Foster Farm 20 minutes from 
downtown Dallas. “Your ability to 
accelerate when you need to, your 
ability to brake gently. Those 
things really matter.” 

All three companies are offer¬ 
ing cameras and other electron¬ 
ics to help with towing, backing 
and viewing surrounding traffic, 
features that also are important 
to heavy-duty buyers. 

Fiat Chrysler’s Ram brand 
started this year’s contest, un¬ 
veiling a new heavy-duty pickup 
in January. 

The 2019 Ram, which goes on 
sale in April, has an optional 400- 


horsepower, 6.7-liter six-cylinder 
diesel with 1,000 pound-feet of 
torque. The company says it can 
pull more than 35,000 pounds 
and carry 7,680 pounds in its bed. 
Torque, a measure of rotational 
force, is a big deal for buyers be¬ 
cause it’s needed especially when 
pulling trailers up big hills. 

General Motors’ GMC brand 
was next with the heavy-duty 
Sierra. 

Its 6.6-liter diesel has 445 
horsepower and 910 pound feet 
of torque. Towing and payload 


capacities haven’t been released 
yet, but Phil Brook, GMC’s vice 
president of marketing, says the 
truck can tow more than 30,000 
pounds. 

Ford is unveiling a new Super 
Duty version of the F-Series 
Tuesday and putting it on display 
at the Chicago auto show. 

It didn’t release power numbers 
either but said the new truck, due 
out in the fall, will offer the com¬ 
pany’s highest-ever towing and 
payload ratings. Ford also added a 
larger 7.3-liter V8 gasoline engine 


to its lineup, joining a smaller V8 
and a 6.7-liter diesel. The larger 
gasoline V8 gives people more 
towing ability at a cost lower than 
a diesel, said Todd Eckert, Ford’s 
truck marketing manager. 

Also Tuesday, Chevrolet will in¬ 
troduce its new Silverado heavy- 
duty truck, which is nearly the 
same as a Sierra but a little less 
posh. The Silverado comes out in 
the middle of the year and the Si¬ 
erra in late summer. 

Prices haven’t been announced 
for any of the trucks. 
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1st winter 
storm hits 
Northwest 



Associated. Press 

SEATTLE — Winter weather pounded a 
swath of the U.S. West on Monday, closing 
schools, delaying flights and turning streets 
into sledding hills in coastal cities like Seattle 
that rarely get much snow. 

Parts of California and Montana braced for 
the threat of mudslides and avalanches this 
week, while the Midwest warmed up from a 
dangerous blast of cold last week that is linked 
to at least 30 deaths in several states. 

The Pacific Northwest’s first major winter 
snowstorm hit western Washington hardest, 
closing numerous schools in Seattle and near¬ 
by cities, canceling ferry service and causing 
car crashes but no major injuries. 

Some areas north and east of Seattle got 8 to 
10 inches of snow. Temperatures were expect¬ 
ed to be 15 degrees below normal this week, 
with lows in the teens, the National Weather 
Service said. 

More than 200 flights at Seattle-Tacoma 
International Airport were canceled and over 
450 delayed. 

Chris Allahyar, of Edgewood, Wash., told Se¬ 
attle news station KOMO-TV that he was try¬ 
ing to make a flight but his car got stuck on an 
icy road. 

“Everything was fine until I got off the free¬ 
way and everything turned to ice. Couldn’t 
even make it off the road. I’m just stuck right 
now,” Allahyar said. “I really underestimated 
the temperature.” 

Communities on the northern Oregon coast 
got several inches of unusual snow, and it 
was falling steadily in Portland. A cold spell 
in Portland was expected to last for about 10 
days, with overnight temperatures dipping 
well below freezing and more snow later in the 
week. 

The storm system fingering over the North¬ 


west has sent waves of snow into the Northern 
Rocky Mountains, where it mixed with a blast 
of frigid arctic air and gusting winds to create 
hazardous driving conditions and dangerous 
wind chills 40 degrees below zero and lower. 

The cold closed or delayed schools. Much of 
western and northern 
Montana will likely see 
subzero temperatures 
until at least Wednes¬ 
day, weather service 
meteorologist Cody 
Moldan said. 

“We’re kind of stuck 
in a cold pattern,” 
Moldan said. 

The weather was 
warmer near Yellow¬ 
stone National Park, 
but the fresh snow that 
fell on the weak snow- 
pack in the mountains 
near the park led to avalanche warnings. 

Snow and rain throughout California has 
threatened flash flooding where massive wild¬ 
fires roared through communities last year 
and where dangerous driving conditions have 
been seen in the latest of a series of storms over 
the past few days. 

Officials lifted flash flood warnings Monday 
but warned that another storm Tuesday could 


bring the danger of mudslides and flooding in 
the Malibu area, where a wildfire destroyed 
homes and burned hillsides bare, and south¬ 
east of Los Angeles, where an August blaze 
scorched a huge area in the Cleveland National 
Forest. 

The weather service issued a winter storm 
warning for the mountains in Los Angeles and 
Ventura counties through Wednesday, with 
more than a foot of snow expected at higher 
elevations. 

A storm that swept across California and Ne¬ 
vada dumped as much as 8 feet of snow over 
the weekend, with much more expected. 

In parts of California’s Sierra Nevada, offi¬ 
cials issued blizzard and avalanche warnings 
through Monday night, warning that cold con¬ 
ditions in the northern mountain range could 
become life-threatening as a series of intense 
storms and powerful winds brought whiteout 
conditions that closed some mountain roads. 

Meanwhile, electric-powered commuter 
trains in the Chicago area were getting back 
to normal with temperatures in the 40s. The 
arctic cold played havoc with overhead power 
fines and forced the shutdown of two major 
train fines. 

But cold weather again moved into Mich¬ 
igan’s Upper Peninsula, where an ice storm 
created hazardous travel conditions and led 
schools and businesses to close. 


Everything 
was fine until 
I got off the 
freeway and 
everything 
turned to 
ice.* 

Chris Allahyar 

Edgewood, Wash. 


Fate of drug lord ‘El Chapo’ now rests with jury 


By Tom Hays 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — After nearly three months 
of testimony about a vast drug-smuggling 
conspiracy steeped in violence, a jury began 
deliberations Monday at the U.S. trial of the 
infamous Mexican drug lord Joaquin “El 
Chapo” Guzman. 

The day ended without jurors reaching a 
verdict for Guzman, who faces fife in prison if 
convicted. They resumed deliberations Tues¬ 
day morning. 

The jury has heard months of testimony 
about Guzman’s rise to power as the head of 
the Sinaloa cartel. Prosecutors say he is re¬ 
sponsible for smuggling at least 200 tons of 
cocaine into the United States and for a wave 
of killings in turf wars with other cartels. 

Guzman, 61, is notorious for escaping from 
prison twice in Mexico. In closing arguments, 
prosecutor Andrea Goldbarg said he was plot¬ 
ting yet another breakout when was he was 
sent in 2017 to the U.S., where he has been in 
solitary confinement ever since. 

The defendant wanted to escape “because 
he is guilty and he never wanted to be in a po¬ 
sition where he would have to answer for his 
crimes,” Goldbarg told the jury. “He wanted 



Elizabeth Williams/AP 


This courtroom sketch shows Joaquin 
“El Chapo” Guzman, right, seated at the 
defense table with his interpreter Monday in 
New York. 

to avoid sitting right there in front of you.” 

The defense claims Guzman’s role has been 
exaggerated by cooperating witnesses who 
are seeking leniency in their own cases. In his 
closing, defense attorney Jeffrey Lichtman 
assailed the case as a “fantasy” and urged the 


jury not to believe cooperators who “fie, steal, 
cheat, deal drugs and kill people” for a living. 

Last week, newly unsealed court papers 
revealed disturbing allegations not heard by 
the jury — that Guzman had sex with girls 
as young as 13. A Colombian drug trafficker 
told investigators that the kingpin paid $5,000 
to have the girls brought to him, and that he 
sometimes drugged them, the papers say. 

The start of the proceedings Monday was 
briefly delayed after two jurors indicated to 
the judge they were aware of reports about 
the alleged sex crimes. He questioned both 
behind closed doors before allowing them to 
remain on the jury. 

The unsealing of the documents came at 
the request of The New York Times and Vice 
News. U.S. District Judge Brian Cogan had 
ordered prosecutors to review the material 
— originally sealed because it was deemed 
unrelated to the drug charges — and make 
portions of it public within four days of the 
government resting its case against Guzman. 

Guzman’s attorneys said their client denies 
the allegations. 

Acting Attorney General Matthew Whita¬ 
ker, on a visit to New York City, stopped by the 
courtroom, with the jury not present, to thank 
the government’s trial team. 


Calif, seeks to 
limit surgery 
on genitalia 
of children 

By Kathleen Ronayne 

Associated Press 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — 
Under a bill unveiled Monday, 
California doctors would be 
barred from treating or perform¬ 
ing surgery on children born with 
genitals that don’t fit a single gen¬ 
der or are otherwise atypical un¬ 
less it’s medically necessary or 
the child consents. 

It’s the latest effort by state leg¬ 
islators to give minors more con¬ 
trol over their bodies and gender 
identities. 

“The fundamental premise 
of the legislation is that people 
should make decisions about 
their own bodies,” said Demo¬ 
cratic Sen. Scott Wiener, of San 
Francisco, the bill’s sponsor. “In 
California, we strongly believe 
that people are who they are and 
that we shouldn’t be telling people 
who they are supposed to be.” 

Doctors, though, said the bill 
may go too far in restricting how 
they can treat patients. The Cali¬ 
fornia Medical Association hasn’t 
taken a formal position on the bill 
but has “very serious concerns” 
that include the bill’s lack of a 
definition about when a minor is 
old enough to consent. 

“Our concern is that the ap¬ 
proach in this bill may be being 
overly prescriptive and not give 
families and medical profession¬ 
als the ability to take the specifics 
of each case into account,” Janus 
Norman, senior vice president for 
governmental relations, said in a 
statement. 

The bill focuses on intersex mi¬ 
nors, defined as someone who is 
born with atypical physical sex 
characteristics, which could in¬ 
clude genitals or internal organs 
that don’t conform to a single 
gender. 

InterACT, a nonprofit work¬ 
ing to expand rights for intersex 
youth, estimates just less than 2 
percent of the U.S. population has 
some type of intersex characteris¬ 
tic. That includes a broad range of 
characteristics ranging from an 
enlarged clitoris or a misplaced 
urethra opening on the penis to 
genitalia that don’t clearly match 
one gender. 

About one in 2,000 babies are 
estimated to have visible genital 
differences putting them at risk 
of early surgery, said Kimberly 
Zieselman, the group’s executive 
director. Unnecessary surger¬ 
ies could mistakenly identify a 
child’s preferred gender or, in 
cases unrelated to gender, leave 
scarring or affect future fertility, 
she said. 

“It’s not just a gender issue,” 
Zieselman said. “There are a lot 
of other harms that happen to 
many intersex people as a result 
of the interventions that are psy¬ 
chological and physical.” 

Under Wiener’s bill, doctors 
and parents wouldn’t be allowed 
to move ahead with treatment 
or surgery unless it is medically 
necessary, such as something 
that would prevent a child from 
urinating. 
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Pope celebrates 
historic Mass in 
Arabian Peninsula 



Andrew Medichini/AP 


People wave Vatican flags as they wait for the arrival of Pope Francis at the Zayed Sports City Stadium in 
Abu Dhabi on Tuesday. Francis’ visit represents the first papal trip to the Arabian Peninsula. 


By Nicole Winfield 

AND AYA BATRAWY 

Associated. Press 

ABU DHABI, United Arab 
Emirates — Pope Francis min¬ 
istered on Tuesday to the thriv¬ 
ing Catholic community in the 
United Arab Emirates as he con¬ 
cluded his historic visit to the 
Arabian Peninsula with the first- 
ever papal Mass here and a call 
for his flock to remain meek in 
following God. 

A day after making a broad 
appeal for Christian and Mus¬ 
lim leaders to work together to 
promote peace and reject war, 
Francis celebrated what some 
considered the largest show 
of public Christian worship on 
the peninsula, the birthplace of 
Islam. 

For the Gulf Arab region where 
public displays of non-Islamic 
faith are restricted, the hymns 
of “Halleluja” booming out from 
speakers marked a milestone and 
evidence of the Emirates’ much 
touted assertions of its tolerance 


for other faiths. 

Cheers erupted inside and 
outside the Zayed Sports City 
Stadium as Francis arrived and 
looped through the crowd in his 
open-sided popemobile, as chants 
of “Viva il Papa” and “We love 
you!” echoed from the crowd. 
Vatican spokesman Alessandro 
Gisotti later said some 180,000 
people attended the Mass, includ¬ 
ing 135,000 tickets given out for 
stadium seats and the throngs 
who crowded around it to catch a 
glimpse of the pope. 

Organizers said faithful from 
100 countries would attend, as 
well as 4,000 Muslims from this 
Muslim federation — evidence 
of the enormous diversity among 
the 9 million people who live in 
the UAE. 

The Emirates’ Catholic com¬ 
munity is something an anomaly 
for the region — large, diverse 
and thriving at a time when the 
wider Mideast has seen an exo¬ 
dus of Christians fleeing persecu¬ 
tion at the hands of Islamic State 
and others. 


The Catholic Church estimates 
as many as 1 million of the over 
9 million living in the UAE are 
Catholic, nearly all of them for¬ 
eigners drawn to the oil-rich 
federation to work in everything 
from white-collar finance to 
construction. Most are Filipino 
and Indian, many of whom have 
left behind families back home 
in order to come here and work. 
They can face precarious labor 
conditions, which human rights 
groups regularly denounce. 

In his homily, delivered in Ital¬ 
ian and translated into Arabic 


with English subtitles on giant 
screens, Francis made a direct 
reference to the sufferings many 
endure. 

“It is most certainly not easy for 
you to live far from home, missing 
the affection of your loved ones, 
and perhaps also feeling uncer¬ 
tainty about the future,” he said. 
“But the Lord is faithful and does 
not abandon his people.” 

The Mass concluded around 
noon and the pope departed about 
an hour later on a chartered Eti- 
had flight to return to Vatican 
City. 


Francis’ visit, 800 years after 
his peace-loving namesake St. 
Francis of Assisi visited an Egyp¬ 
tian sultan, marked the culmina¬ 
tion of years of Holy See efforts 
to improve relations with the 
Muslim world after they hit a low 
during the papacy of Pope Bene¬ 
dict XVI. Since then, religious 
fanaticism and faith-inspired 
wars have only grown around 
the globe, inspiring the pontiff’s 
efforts to promote tolerance and 
understanding. 


Study: Third of Himalayan glaciers can no longer be saved 


By Binaj Gurubacharya 

Associated Press 

KATHMANDU, Nepal — One- 
third of Himalayan glaciers will 
melt by the end of the century 
due to climate change, threaten¬ 
ing water sources for 1.9 billion 
people, even if current efforts to 
reduce climate change succeed, 
an assessment warns. 

If global efforts to curb climate 
change fail, the impact could be 
far worse: a loss of two-thirds of 
the region’s glaciers by 2100, said 
the Hindu Kush Himalaya As¬ 
sessment released Monday by the 


International Centre for Integrat¬ 
ed Mountain Development. 

“Global warming is on track to 
transform the frigid, glacier-cov¬ 
ered mountain peaks of the Hindu 
Kush Himalayas cutting across 
eight countries to bare rocks in 
a little less than a century,” said 
Philippus Wester of the center, 
who led the report. 

The five-year study looked at 
the effects of climate change on 
a region that cuts across Asia 
through Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
India, Nepal, China, Bhutan, Ban¬ 
gladesh and Myanmar. The area, 


which includes the world’s tallest 
mountain peaks, has glaciers that 
feed into river systems including 
the Indus, Ganges, Yangtze, Ir¬ 
rawaddy and Mekong. 

The assessment said that the 
impact of the melting could range 
from flooding from the increased 
runoff to increased air pollution 
from black carbon and dust de¬ 
posited on the glaciers. 

Saleemul Huq, director of the 
International Center for Climate 
Change and Development, an en¬ 
vironmental research center in 
Dhaka, described the findings of 


the report as “very alarming,” es¬ 
pecially for downstream nations 
such as Bangladesh. 

“All the countries affected need 
to prioritize tackling this upcom¬ 
ing problem before it reaches 
crisis proportions,” he said in an 
email. Huq was one of the study’s 
external reviewers. 

The study said that even if the 
most ambitious Paris climate ac¬ 
cord goal of limiting global warm¬ 
ing to 2.7 degrees Fahrenheit by 
the end of the century were met, 
more than a third of the region’s 
glaciers will be lost. If the global 


rise in temperature were 3.6 F, 
two-thirds of Himalayan glaciers 
will melt, it said. 

The 2015 Paris Agreement 
was a landmark moment in in¬ 
ternational diplomacy, bringing 
together governments with vastly 
different views to tackle global 
warming. 

The International Centre for In¬ 
tegrated Mountain Development 
said the study included work by 
more than 350 researchers and 
policy experts from 22 countries. 
It said it had 210 authors and 125 
external reviewers. 



Paris Fire Department/AP 


In this image from video released by the Paris Fire Department, 
firefighters scale the top floors of a burning apartment building 
Tuesday. The fire, suspected to be arson, killed 10 people. 


10 die in Paris fire; arson suspected 


Associated Press 

PARIS — Paris’ deadliest fire in over a decade 
claimed 10 lives Tuesday, sending fleeing residents 
to the roof as flames engulfed their apartment build¬ 
ing before dawn. 

A 40-year-old female resident of the building, 
said to have a history of psychiatric problems, was 
arrested as police opened an investigation into vol¬ 
untary arson resulting in death. French officials 
said she was drunk when she was apprehended on 
the street near the eight-story building in the quiet 
neighborhood. 

It is the deadliest fire in Paris since the April 2005 
hotel fire near the capital’s famed Opera that killed 
24 people. 

Interior Minister Christophe Castaner was on the 
scene Tuesday morning, as plumes of smoke speck¬ 


led the sky. 

“I want to salute the huge mobilization of the Paris 
firefighters,” he said. “More than 250 people ar¬ 
rived immediately and, throughout the night, saved 
over 50 people in truly exceptional conditions.” 

Firefighters rescued some people from the roof as 
well as others who had clambered out of windows to 
escape the flames. 

Castaner told reporters at the scene that authori¬ 
ties suspect the blaze was criminal in nature and 
that the detained female resident had “a history of 
psychiatric problems.” 

A judicial official, who spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity as an investigation was ongoing, told AP that 
the suspect was drunk at the moment of her pre¬ 
dawn arrest. She is currently in police custody. 

Among the injured were at least eight firefighters, 
according to the Paris firefighters. 
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Joshua L. Jones, Athens (Ga.) Banner-Herald/AP 


The force is with her 

Addison Callahan represents her team, Star Wars v3, at the LL State Robotics Competition First Lego 
League at Athens Academy in Athens, Ga., on Saturday. 


Real pic in fake profile 
leads to man's arrest 

|{ Q HUTCHINSON 
■ — Authorities said a 

Hutchinson man was arrested 
on suspicion of using counterfeit 
bills to purchase electronics be¬ 
cause the fake Facebook profile 
he’s accused of using to arrange 
the transactions included a real 
picture. 

The Hutchinson News reported 
that the man was arrested last 
week and booked into jail on sus¬ 
picion of counterfeiting, theft and 
drug charges. Police said that 
last month, he used a counterfeit 
$100 bill to purchase a computer 
and five fake $20 bills to buy an 
iPhone 6. 

Minutes after the photo from 
the suspect’s fake Facebook pro¬ 
file was posted online, a parole 
officer called to say the man was 
a client. 

Officials launch annual 
ice-out contest on lake 

WT NEWPORT — Ver- 
w I mont officials launched 
their annual contest to guess 
how long the ice will last on Lake 
Memphremagog. 

The Caledonian Record report¬ 
ed that for its “Ice Out” contest, 
Newport Parks and Recreation 
put a large drawing of a bottle of 
vanilla extract on a platform at¬ 
tached to a clock. It will record 
when the facade, called “Vanilla 
Ice,” drops into the water. 

The person who predicts the 
closest time will win 50 percent 
of the contest pool, which usually 
totals around $500. 

The rest of the proceeds will 
benefit the Gardner Memorial 
Park Playground and Splashpad 
project. 

The deadline to submit guesses 
for this year is April 1. 

Fight in Walmart grows 
to a shooting outside 

A| ADAMSVILLE — Po- 
lice said a fight inside 
a Walmart in Alabama escalated 
into gunfire outside the store. 

Adamsville police Chief War¬ 
ren Cotton told AL.com that two 
men were arrested in the fight 
Saturday night. He said no one 
was injured after the altercation 
was taken to the parking lot and 
at least one gunshot was fired. 

Cotton said a police lieuten¬ 
ant shopping when the fight and 
shooting happened was able to 
help apprehend the men quickly. 

Boy, 4, suspended for 
school year for gun 

|y MOUNT GILEAD 

lr|— A 4-year-old boy 
who authorities in North Carolina 
said showed off a loaded gun to 
his prekindergarten classmates 
was suspended for the rest of the 
school year. 

News outlets cited a Mount 
Gilead police statement, saying 
a teacher confiscated a book bag 
holding the 9 mm Smith & Wes¬ 
son handgun Jan. 31. Officers 
responding to Mount Gilead El¬ 
ementary School found it con¬ 
tained a fully loaded magazine. 

The weapon was turned over to 


the Montgomery County Sheriff’s 
Office. 

Reports indicated the boy’s 
mother would be charged. 

LA man arrested during 
post-Super Bowl revelry 

|U| A BOSTON — Boston 
l»IA% police said they ar¬ 
rested one person during post¬ 
game celebrations after the New 
England Patriots 13-3 Super 
Bowl victory over the Los Ange¬ 
les Rams. 

Police said Vincent Bredice, 21, 
of Los Angeles, was charged after 
scaling a tree on Boston Com¬ 
mon at 11:30 p.m. Sunday with 
an alcoholic beverage, kicking off 


several branches, refusing orders 
to climb down and making an ob¬ 
scene gesture at officers. 

He was charged with malicious 
destruction of property, disturb¬ 
ing the peace and drinking in 
public. 

Student athletes escape 
bus before explosion 

WILSON — Dozens of 
frl 'iggr athletes from a Virgin¬ 
ia college were able to evacuate a 
charter bus before it exploded in 
North Carolina. 

News outlets cited a statement 
from Wilson County Emergency 
Management that said 41 track- 
and-field athletes from Hampton 


University were traveling home 
Saturday night from a meet at 
the University of South Carolina 
when the bus went up in flames. 

The release said the bus driver 
“did an excellent job” evacuat¬ 
ing the students before the bus 
exploded. 

The students were taken to a 
high school, where they waited 
for a different bus. 

Stun gun used on man 
sets clothes on fire 

pjl PHILADELPHIA 

— Authorities said a 
man’s clothes burst into flames 
on a Philadelphia street after a 
security guard stunned him with 


THE CENSUS 




U The number of protect¬ 
ed turtles a Pennsylva¬ 
nia man pleaded guilty 
to trafficking. The U.S. 
Attorney’s Office for 
the Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania said David Sommers on 
Monday admitted to sending a package 
to Canada in 2014 containing 11 dia- 
mondback terrapin hatchlings. He faces 
up to five years in prison at his May 15 
sentencing. 


a stun-gun-style device. 

The incident that occurred 
early Saturday outside Jim’s 
Steaks was captured on video. It 
shows the man appearing to grap¬ 
ple with one security guard, then 
falling after a second guard fires 
the device at him. The flames ap¬ 
pear to extinguish by themselves 
after several seconds, and it’s not 
known if the man was injured. 

It wasn’t clear what sparked 
the incident or if the guards were 
employed by the restaurant. 

Sun returns to country’s 
northernmost town 

H yr UTQIAGVIK — Sun- 
shine has returned to 
the country’s northernmost town 
in Alaska following about two 
months of the sun staying hidden 
below the horizon. 

Alaska’s Energy Desk reported 
the first sunrise of the year for 
Utqiagvik marks the point when 
winter starts turning toward 
spring. 

The Chukchi Sea community 
formerly known as Barrow is 
gaining minutes of sunlight each 
day. 

The town will hit the other ex¬ 
treme by May, with 24 hours of 
daylight that lasts until August. 

Mystery noise caused 
by plant maintenance 

m JOHNSTON — Police 
solved the mystery of a 
strange, loud noise that baffled 
residents of two Rhode Island 
towns over the weekend. 

WJAR-TV reported that Cran¬ 
ston and Johnston residents were 
awakened at about 5:40 a.m. Sat¬ 
urday by a sustained noise that 
shook their homes. It sounded like 
a roar of wind and was described 
as a passing plane, wind turbines, 
a steam release or even aliens. 

It lasted about three min¬ 
utes, paused for a few seconds, 
then continued for three more 
minutes. 

Cranston police Mqj. Todd Pa- 
talano said Sunday that the roar¬ 
ing came from a Johnston power 
plant. He said the plant’s manag¬ 
er confirmed that during main¬ 
tenance, there was an electrical 
issue that generated loud roars 
and booms. 

From wire reports 
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Richard Shotwell, Invision/AP 


Actress Michelle Williams will play dancer and actress Gwen 
Verdon, who married choreographer-director Bob Fosse, in the 
eight-episode series “Fosse/Verdon.” 


TCA UPFRONTS 

Back 
to TV 

4-time Academy 
Award nominee 
Williams to costar 
in new FX series 

By Lynn Elber 
and Beth Harris 

Associated Press 

Michelle Williams is return¬ 
ing to television for the first time 
in 16 years. She’s playing dancer 
and actress Gwen Verdon, whose 
career aspirations were sup¬ 
planted by her marriage to cho¬ 
reographer-director Bob Fosse. 

Oscar winner Sam Rockwell 
plays Fosse in the eight-episode 
FX series “Fosse/Verdon,” de¬ 
buting April 9. 

Williams’ last TV work was 
the hit series “Dawson’s Creek” 
that ended in 2003. 

She sees parallels with Ver¬ 
don, who was a working mother 
like Williams. 

Williams pointed out a long 
gap in Verdon’s career while 
she stayed home to raise Nicole, 
her daughter with Fosse. Nicole 
Fosse is a creative consultant on 
the series. 

Williams said Monday at the 
Television Critics Association 
winter meeting in Pasadena, 
Calif., that such gaps are some¬ 
thing all working mothers strug¬ 
gle with and called it “a very 
complicated dilemma.” 


FX vs. Netflix 

Someone is standing up to 
television’s Goliath, with a prom¬ 
inent competitor saying Monday 
that Netflix is deceiving the pub¬ 
lic about what is a hit and what 
isn’t. 

John Landgraf, the FX Net¬ 
works chief executive who has 
frequently pointed out the glut of 
scripted TV, said Netflix is using 
cloudy measurements to claim 
increasing dominance among 
viewers. 

Netflix’s claim that 40 million 
households globally watched the 
series “You” is suspect, Landgraf 
said, contending the U.S. figure 
would be 8 million viewers if the 
industry’s average-viewership 
standard was applied. 


Other TCA news 

■ Donald Glover’s comedy 
“Atlanta” is behind schedule. 
The show was renewed for a 
third season in June and was 
supposed to return this year. 
Network spokesman John Sol- 
berg said that the show won’t be 
back in time for Emmy Awards 
consideration this year. 

■ Noah Hawley, creator of 
FX’s “Legion,” said the series 
will end after eight more epi¬ 
sodes. Hawley said the drama 
had arrived at a “natural place” 
to conclude the story of David 
Haller, the Marvel Comics char¬ 
acter played by Dan Stevens. 
Landgraf said Hawley had de¬ 
vised “Legion” as a three-season 
story. It is set to return in June. 


Rapper’s English origins surprise fans 


By Andrew Dalton 

Associated Press 

It was a shock for fans when 21 Savage was 
taken into custody by U.S. immigration agents in 
Georgia. It was an even bigger shock to learn he 
had been an immigrant in the first place. 

The Grammy-nominated rapper and his music 
are so deeply associated with Atlanta that the no¬ 
tion he was actually born in England and brought 
to the U.S. at age 12 felt downright bizarre. 

Scores of surprised tweets came after his Sun¬ 
day arrest. Memes bloomed that some called cruel 
under the circumstances, including one of him 
dressed as a Buckingham Palace guard, along 
with an old video of him talking in a mock English 
accent about tea and crumpets. 

“It seems so outlandish that the prototypical 
Atlanta rapper is not from Atlanta,” said Samuel 
Hines, a writer and editor at GQ who researched 
21 Savage and spent a day with him for a profile 
in the magazine last year. “I think that’s why so 
many people were sort of making fun of him, and 
making memes.” 

By all accounts, few knew his real birthplace, 
and it certainly wasn’t publicly known. His accent 
gave no indication, and his birth name, Sha Yaa 
Bin Abraham-Joseph, could come from any num¬ 
ber of birthplaces. 

“I certainly heard no whispers challenging his 


accepted backstory,” Hine said. 

Abraham-Joseph was detained in a targeted op¬ 
eration in the Atlanta area and put in deportation 
proceedings, U.S. Customs and Immigration En¬ 
forcement spokesman Bryan Cox said. 

Abraham-Joseph’s attorneys said U.S. immi¬ 
gration officials have known his 
status at least since 2017, when 
he applied for a new visa. That 
application is pending, and his 
attorneys say he should not be 
detained. 

Abraham-Joseph spent his 
teenage years in Atlanta, and his 

21 Savage image and later his music became 

defined by the city’s distinctive 
hip-hop culture. Even the “21” in his name is a ref¬ 
erence to the block where he lived there. 

A pair of mixtapes in 2015 made his star rise 
quickly in the Atlanta underground. Collabora¬ 
tions with Atlanta artists including Metro Boomin 
and Offset of rap group Migos raised his profile. 

He’s since signed with Epic Records and made 
two high-charting solo albums. 

For many close to 21 Savage, surprise about his 
arrest quickly gave way to outrage. 

Offset tweeted that he was “PRAYING FOR MY 
DAWG. ALL THE MEMES ... AINT FUNNY HIS 
FAMILY DEPENDING ON HIM.” 



‘I’m not racist’: Neeson revisits 
recent controversial comments 


From wire reports 

Liam Neeson appeared on 
“Good Morning America” Tues¬ 
day, where he addressed his 
recent statement that he once 
roamed the streets in pursuit of 
a black person to kill after some¬ 
one close to him disclosed she had 
been raped by an unidentified 
black person. 

“I went up and 
down areas with 
a cosh, hoping I’d 
be approached 
by somebody 
— I’m ashamed 
to say that — and 
I did it maybe for 
a week, hoping 
some ‘biack bas¬ 
tard’ would come out of a pub and 
have a go at me about something, 
you know?” Neeson told the Inde¬ 
pendent in an article published 
Monday. “So that I could ... kill 
him.” (“Cosh” is a British slang 
term for a bludgeon.) 

Neeson expounded on this 
story to anchor Robin Roberts 
during an appearance Tuesday 
on “Good Morning America,” a 
stop on his press tour for his latest 
film, “Cold Pursuit.” “After that 
there were some nights I went out 
deliberately into black areas in 
the city looking to be set upon so 
that I could unleash physical vio¬ 
lence,” he said. “And I did it for, 
I’d say, maybe four or five times 
until I caught myself on, and it re¬ 
ally shocked me, this primal urge 
I had. It shocked me, and it hurt 
me. I did seek help.” 

“I’m not racist,” Neeson con¬ 
tinued. “This was nearly 40 years 
ago ... I had never felt this feeling 
before, which was a primal urge 
to lash out.” 

The actor added that he believes 
he would have gone through with 
his plan if the opportunity arose, 
but that he would have reacted 
the same way if the rapist had 
been white because “I did want to 
lash out, yes, because my friend 
was brutally raped and I thought 
I was defending her honor.” 

“If she had said an Irish, or a 
Scot, or a Brit, or a Lithuanian, I 
know I would’ve felt the same ef¬ 
fect. I was trying to ... stand up 
for my dear friend in this terrible 
medieval fashion,” he said. 

Neeson said he thinks people 
can unconsciously harbor racist 
thoughts. 

“We all pretend we’re kind of 
politically correct. I mean, in this 
country, it’s the same in my own 
country, too. You sometimes just 
scratch the surface and you dis¬ 
cover this racism and bigotry, 
and it’s there,” said the actor, who 
is from Northern Ireland. 

“Cold Pursuit” is the new¬ 
est film in which Neeson plays a 
man seeking revenge, a charac¬ 
ter trope that has become almost 
synonymous with the “Taken” 
actor’s name. 

Ariana Grande sued 
over video image 

A Las Vegas artist is suing pop 
music star Ariana Grande, alleg¬ 
ing federal copyright infringe¬ 
ment over an image of a woman 
in a candle flame in the pop star’s 
“God is a Woman” music video. 


Representatives for Grande did 
not immediately respond Monday 
to messages about the lawsuit 
filed Thursday in U.S. District 
Court in Nevada by attorneys for 
Vladimir Kush and his company 
Kush Fine Arts Las Vegas. 

The lawsuit calls the image 
that appears a little more than a 
minute into Grande’s 2018 music 
video nearly identical to paint¬ 
ings that Kush painted and copy¬ 
righted in 1999 and 2000. 

Kush seeks monetary damages 
and a court order to remove the 
video from the internet. 

Ehrenreich faces online 
backlash over tweets 

An online takedown of Marie 
Kondo by author-journalist Bar¬ 
bara Ehrenreich has been widely 
condemned as racist and xeno¬ 
phobic. Ehrenreich says it was a 
joke gone wrong. 

Ehrenreich tweeted Monday 
that she saw Rondo’s popularity 
as a sign of America’s decline and 
wished that the Japanese “de- 
cluttering guru” would “learn to 
speak English.” She later tweeted 
that she was “sorry” if she had 
offended anyone and called her 
previous comment a missed at¬ 
tempt at “subtle humor.” 

Ehrenreich is a prominent lib¬ 
eral who writes often about the 
working class, notably in the best¬ 
selling “Nickel and Dimed.” 

Other news 

■ Tina Fey, Whoopi Goldberg 
and Brie Larson will be present¬ 
ers at the 91st Academy Awards 
on Feb. 24. The Academy of Mo¬ 
tion Pictures Arts and Sciences on 
Monday announced its first slate 
of presenters. Also among the 13 
stars are Daniel Craig, Jennifer 
Lopez, Amandla Stenberg and 
Awkwafina. Chris Evans, Amy 
Poehler, Maya Rudolph, Charl- 
ize Theron, Tessa Thompson and 
Constance Wu will also present. 

■ Grammy-winning singer 
Kelly Rowland will host the 12th 
annual Essence Black Women in 
Hollywood Awards on Feb. 21. 

■ AARP’s “Movies for Grown¬ 
ups” awards show on Monday 
honored Shirley MacLaine for 
career achievement. “Green 
Book” was named best picture/ 
best movie for grown-ups. Glenn 
Close earned best actress for 
“The Wife” and Viggo Mortensen 
best actor for “Green Book.” 

■ An upcoming audio-only 
book will feature an author’s 
memories of his complicated 
friendship with fellow author 
Philip Roth. James Atlas’ “Re¬ 
membering Roth” comes out 
March 1, the audio publisher Au¬ 
dible announced Tuesday. 

■ “Watch What Happens Live” 
host Andy Cohen is a dad. The 
50-year-old posted on Instagram 
that Benjamin Allen Cohen was 
born Monday. Cohen says he’s 
“eternally grateful to an incred¬ 
ible surrogate.” 

■ C.Y. Lee, whose bestselling 
novel “The Flower Drum Song” 
became the basis for a stage mu¬ 
sical and Oscar-nominated film 
despite concerns about stereo¬ 
types, has died. She was 102. 
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Corn syrup in beer used for 
fermenting, not sweetening 


— 
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By Candice Choi 

Associated. Press 

NEW YORK — Bud Light is 
touting that it doesn’t use corn 
syrup, but that doesn’t make it nu¬ 
tritionally much different from its 
competitors. 

The best-selling beer in the U.S. 
ran a medieval-themed Super 
Bowl ad on Sunday night that 
mocked rivals Miller Lite and 
Coors Light for using the sweeten¬ 
er. Social media chatter over the 
ad got a boost when the National 
Corn Growers Association ex¬ 
pressed its disapproval in a tweet. 

Sweeteners and starches can be 
used in the fermenting process to 
make beers, even if little remains 
in the end product. In fact, 12- 
ounce cans of Bud Light and Miller 
Lite list zero grams of sugar, while 


Coors Light lists 1 gram. Each has 
around 100 calories, with carbs 
ranging from 

I f about 3 to 7 

YOU grams. 

could use Bud Li s ht 

. , , uses rice m- 

doughnuts stead of corn 

if yOU syrup in its 

wanted 1 fermenting 

warned. proce ss, but 

Harry does it mat- 
Schuhmacher ter what type 
Beer Business of starch or 
Daily sweetener is 
used? 

Harry 

Schuhmacher, editor of Beer Busi¬ 
ness Daily, said the fermenting 
aids used to make lighter beers 
might result in slight differences 
in taste, but they generally serve 
the same purpose. 


“You could use doughnuts if you 
wanted,” he said. 

Garrett Oliver, brewmaster 
for Brooklyn Brewery, said corn 
and rice are used in fermenting 
to lighten the overall character 
and flavor of beers, but he agreed 
that there was not much differ¬ 
ence in the ingredients used for 
that purpose. He said the Bud 
Light ad seems to play into the 
unhealthy image of high-fructose 
corn syrup. 

Corn syrup isn’t exactly the 
same as table sugar or the high- 
fructose corn syrup used in many 
packaged foods, but that distinc¬ 
tion is beside the point, because 
there’s very little sugar content 
remaining in any light beer, said 
Bonnie Liebman of the Center for 
Science in the Public Interest. 


F ■>! ( 


Anheuser-Busch/AP 

This undated image provided by Anheuser-Busch shows a scene 
from the company’s Bud Light 2019 Super Bowl NFL football spot. 


“The real problem is that many 
people don’t think about the calo¬ 
ries in alcoholic beverages,” she 
said. 

So why might rice be a superior 
ingredient than corn syrup for 
making beer? A Bud Light repre¬ 
sentative said in a statement that 
different recipes create different 
flavors, and that rice provides a 
“clean, crisp taste.” 


NJ is 4th state to approve $15 minimum wage 


Associated Press 

ELIZABETH, N. J. — New Jer¬ 
sey became the latest state on 
Monday to boost its hourly mini¬ 
mum wage to $15 after Demo¬ 
cratic Gov. Phil Murphy signed 
into law a measure phasing in the 
higher rate over five years. 

Murphy signed the bill along¬ 
side Lt. Gov. Sheila Oliver and 
Democratic legislative leaders 
at a raucous event in Elizabeth 
where advocates cheered, “Ready 
for 15,” carried banners with their 
union affiliation and applauded 
loudly once the bill was signed. 

“It is a great day to make some 
history for New Jersey’s work¬ 


ing families,” Murphy said. “And 
that’s just what we’re going to do. 
We’ve talked long enough about 
putting New Jersey on a responsi¬ 
ble path to $15 an hour minimum 
wage. Today we start our way on 
this path.” 

New Jersey joins California, 
Massachusetts, New York and the 
District of Columbia in phasing in 
the higher rate. The $15 wage is a 
prominent policy goal of left-lean¬ 
ing groups, as well as the fulfill¬ 
ment of a key campaign promise 
by Murphy. 

The governor, Senate Presi¬ 
dent Steve Sweeney and As¬ 
sembly Speaker Craig Coughlin 


announced a deal on the high¬ 
er wage last month following 
yearslong efforts by left-leaning 
groups and unions in the state to 
raise the wage. 

The bill raises the current $8.85 
minimum wage to $10 an hour in 
July, and then increases the rate 
by $1 in subsequent years until it 
reaches $15 in 2024 — but not for 
all workers. 

Farm workers’ wages will 
climb to $12.50 over five years, 
for example. Workers for small 
businesses and seasonal employ¬ 
ees will only see their minimum 
wage reach $15 an hour in 2026. 
Tipped workers, who currently 


have a minimum hourly wage of 
$2.13, will see it climb to $5.13 an 
hour by 2024. 


MARKET WATCH 


EXCHANGE RATES 

Military rates 

Euro costs (Feb. 6). 

.$1.1726 

Dollar buys (Feb. 6). 

British pound (Feb. 6). 

Japanese yen (Feb. 6). 

South Korean won (Feb. 6). 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar). 

.€0.8528 

.$1.33 

.106.00 

.... 1,090.00 

_0.3769 

British pound 

Canada (Dollar). 

.$1.2963 

.1.3134 

China (Yuan) 

Denmark (Krone). 

Eavnt(Pound). 

.6.7449 

. 6.5393 

. 17.6403 

Euro.$1.1416/0.8760 

Hona Kona (Dollar).7.8455 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel). 

Japan(Yen). 

.278.13 

.3.6111 

.109.90 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

. 0.3034 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

. 8.4675 

.52.29 

.3.76 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal). 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

.3.7507 

.1.3516 

.1,117.81 

. 1.0000 

.31.26 

Turkey (Lira). 

. 5.2006 


Dow Jones 
industrials 


Nasdaq 

composite 


175.48 

25,239.37 


83.67 

7,347.54 


18.34 

2,724.87 


15.48 

1,517.54 


le to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Discount rate. 

Federal funds market ra 

3-month bill. 

30-year bond. 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


WEDNESDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST ■ WEDNESDAY IN EUROPE 



THURSDAY IN THE PACIFIC 



75/70 


The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 
2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 
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Concerts, events, TV, 
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OPINION _ 

Don’t cut and run from Afghanistan 


By Mihir Sharma 

Bloomberg Opinion 

A fghanistan’s future has never 
looked more uncertain — and, as 
so tediously often in the past, it is 
largely the fault of the U.S. In a 
hotel room in Moscow, representatives of 
the Taliban are meeting members of the 
Afghan opposition, in negotiations delib¬ 
erately designed to exclude members of 
the government in Kabul led by President 
Ashraf Ghani. In the 38-member Afghan 
delegation are not just mercurial for¬ 
mer President Hamid Karzai but also 
Mohammad Hanif Atmar, who will chal¬ 
lenge Ghani for power in presidential elec¬ 
tions in July. 

U.S. special envoy Zalmay Khalilzad, 
who held talks of his own with the Taliban 
in Qatar recently, won’t be there; this is 
Russia’s show. But, it was Khalilzad’s dec¬ 
laration that the U.S. and the Taliban had 
agreed “in principle on a couple of very 
important issues” that launched this latest 
round of politicking. It’s a chilling thought 
that some politicians in Kabul might, for 
the sake of power, be willing to cut a deal 
with the Taliban that they know is flawed. 

The problem isn’t that the U.S. seeks to 
end its 17-year war in Afghanistan. The 
problem is that it seeks to end the fighting 
purely on its own terms. The U.S. wants to 
ensure that the Taliban never again shelters 
al-Qaida, as it did in the 1990s, and that it 
continues to prosecute its internecine war 
against the local Islamic State offshoot. 
If that commitment can be enforced, the 
optimists hope, then the U.S. could with¬ 


draw its 14,000 troops and declare a tragic 
chapter closed. The editorial board of The 
New York Times merely echoed prevailing 
opinion by calling for a withdrawal “before 
the year is out and more lives are lost to a 
lost cause.” 

This would be an appalling abdication of 
responsibility. For reasons both practical 
and moral, the U.S. cannot abandon Af¬ 
ghanistan in this manner. 

First, the practical reason: The Taliban 

— and their patrons in the Pakistani army 

— simply cannot be trusted to keep their 
side of the agreement. As it happens, the 
Taliban offered similarly firm assurances 
to the Clinton administration in the 1990s 

— and we know how that turned out. The 
Taliban may never again incubate al-Qaida 
and may fight ISIS. But, can we know what 
form the next threat might take? Could 
anyone in 1989, as the U.S. left the first 
time, predict al-Qaida? Who in 2001, as the 
U.S. returned, foresaw the rise of ISIS? 

We also know what happens to a country 
abandoned by the U.S. It turns anti-Ameri¬ 
can with a vengeance, feeling it has been 
used, abused and discarded. This is what 
happened to both Afghanistan and Paki¬ 
stan after they ceased to be useful as Cold 
War proxies against the Soviet Union. If 
the U.S. departs Afghanistan abruptly, it 
will leave behind a country divided about 
everything except how much it despises 
America. 

Then there’s the moral argument. And 
that is that there’s no “lost cause” in Af¬ 
ghanistan. From the ashes of a conflict that 
has, in its various iterations, lasted longer 


than I have been alive, some in Afghani¬ 
stan have struggled over the past decade to 
build a decent society. The government in 
Kabul is far from perfect. But, the Afghan 
state looks exactly like what it is: the first, 
and very young, attempt by a long-brutal¬ 
ized country to develop institutions that 
work for all its citizens. This is the very op¬ 
posite of a “lost cause” and it requires co¬ 
lossal self-obsession on the part of the U.S. 
to call it so. 

Perhaps we should listen to Afghani¬ 
stan’s women, given that the 38 men in that 
Moscow hotel — or the men in the Qatar 
talks — may not. 

“Peace” talks that are founded on the 
assumption that America’s purpose in 
Afghanistan is solely to pressure existing 
terrorist groups don’t deserve the name. 
The Afghan Women’s Network released a 
six-point agenda for peace, one with which 
it’s impossible to disagree. “Do not choose 
peace without human rights,” demand 
the people most at risk from the men with 
whom the U.S. is negotiating. Women’s 
rights cannot be bargained away; women 
must be at the table; law-and-order can¬ 
not be compromised; and, above all, do 
not abandon a political order that has em¬ 
ployed women, “has educated them, given 
them skills, lowered their mortality rates, 
and provided them with relative security.” 

What needs protection in Afghanistan 
are its people and the opportunities even a 
weak state makes possible for them. 

Mihir Sharma is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist. 
He is the author of “Restart: The Last Chance for 
the Indian Economy.” 


Va. fiasco puts Dems’ troubled racial history on display 


By Carl P. Leubsdorf 

The Dallas Morning News 

T he Democratic Party has a mixed 
legacy on race, to put it charitably. 
But the lines may never have been 
set up more favorably for it than 

today. 

That’s one reason the controversy over 
racism in Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam’s 
past is so important, and why his quick de¬ 
parture is so important. 

Divisions have not always been as they 
are today. 

In the post-Civil War era, Democrats 
passed laws to block Republican moves 
supporting the South’s newly emancipated 
black population. Democratic President 
Woodrow Wilson re-segregated the federal 
government. Southern Democrats led ef¬ 
forts against federal civil rights legislation 
into the mid-20th century. 

And even Franklin D. Roosevelt, the 
greatest Democratic president of the last 
century, made only minimal moves to¬ 
ward recognizing black Americans’ rights, 
concerned about maintaining his support 
among Southern lawmakers who provided 
strong support for his international poli¬ 
cies in an era of isolationism. 

But on a hot July 1948 night in Philadel¬ 
phia, Minneapolis Mayor Hubert Hum¬ 
phrey signaled a change that transformed 
American politics, urging delegates at the 
Democratic National Convention to “get 
out of the shadow of states’ rights and walk 
forthrightly into the bright sunshine of 
human rights.” Since then, the Democratic 
Party has led efforts outlawing legalized 
discrimination. The 1954 Supreme Court 
decision barring school segregation helped 
mold public opinion, but it galvanized 
Southern opponents. Republicans, identi¬ 
fied from their founding with expanding 
rights, joined wholeheartedly in passing 
landmark civil rights measures that cli¬ 
maxed with the 1965 Voting Rights Act, 
enacted by overwhelming margins over 


mainly Southern Democratic opposition. 

But some Republicans led by 1964 presi¬ 
dential nominee Barry Goldwater wooed 
white Southerners turned off by the Demo¬ 
crats’ stance, prompting President Lyndon 
Johnson to presciently foresee a political 
backlash though congressional support for 
voting rights remained bipartisan. As re¬ 
cently as 2006, Congress extended the law’s 
main provisions by near-unanimous votes, 
despite growing GOP questions about its 
scope, which surfaced that year in caution¬ 
ary comments from Senate Republicans. 

After Barack Obama won the presi¬ 
dency in 2008, buoyed by a rising tide of 
African-American and younger voters, 
GOP-controlled states began passing new 
restrictions on voting, such as strict voter 
ID requirements. In 2013, the Supreme 
Court, led by a chief justice, John Roberts, 
who long harbored doubts about the Voting 
Rights Act, echoed that 2006 Senate GOP 
report by declaring unconstitutional the 
key portion requiring states with a history 
of discrimination to pre-clear voting law 
changes with the Justice Department. 

The court’s avowed goal of updating 
that provision was not unreasonable. But 
the practical impact of its decision was to 
kill it, because congressional Republicans 
showed no interest in fixing the law. 

Since then, a wide gap has developed be¬ 
tween Democrats seeking to maintain and 
further the ability of all Americans to enjoy 
equal voting rights and some Republicans 
driven by concerns over questionable voter 
fraud. Republicans in Southern states en¬ 
acted a variety of restrictive measures, 
which critics say are aimed at curbing the 
votes of minorities. 

More recently, that gap was illustrated 
by President Donald Trump’s slowness to 
condemn white supremacists and the con¬ 
trast between Obama’s energetic Justice 
Department enforcement of voting rights 
and the exact opposite stance by Trump’s 
Justice Department, starting with its early 
decision to stop supporting a challenge to 


the Texas voter ID law. 

The gap was exemplified in recent weeks 
when the new House Democratic majority 
introduced a measure that, among other 
things, would revise and update the Voting 
Rights Act and encourage voting by easing 
registration and making Election Day a 
federal holiday. On the day the House Judi¬ 
ciary Committee opened hearings, the top 
congressional Republican, Senate Major¬ 
ity Leader Mitch McConnell, denounced 
the Democratic proposals as a partisan 
“power grab.” 

It is against this backdrop that the con¬ 
troversy erupted over the disclosure of rac¬ 
ist imagery on Northam’s medical college 
yearbook page and the virtually unanimous 
Democratic denunciation of the governor’s 
tone-deaf response, which included volun¬ 
teering that he put shoe polish on his face 
in a 1984 depiction of Michael Jackson. At 
a time the nation’s non-white voting popu¬ 
lation continues growing, the Democrats 
see both a moral and a practical aspect to 
maintaining their fervent pro-civil rights 
positions and condemning deviations. 
Aside from being wrong, the latter would 
create problems with the black voters who 
have become one of the party’s largest and 
most influential factions. 

That is especially true in Virginia, where 
voters next November will fill all 140 seats 
in the Senate and the House of Delegates. 
The GOP currently holds narrow two-vote 
margins, and a large minority voter turn¬ 
out is crucial to Democratic hopes. 

Some GOP critics see the degree to 
which Democrats have championed mi¬ 
nority rights in recent years as a crassly 
political response. While they are right 
that Democrats see political advantages 
in their position, it has the added value of 
being right. That juxtaposition has not al¬ 
ways been the way American politicians 
have approached the issue of civil rights. 

Carl P. Leubsdorf is a former Washington bureau 
chief of The Dallas Morning News. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 


HEY. GOAT. I'M UNITING A 
REPORT ON 8L0E ZONES. 
WH4T 00 YOU KNQ W 
A8Q0T THEM ? 



HSU.Mm PARTS OF THE HORLP 
IAHERE PEOPLE WE THE LONGEST. 
SCIENTISTS SWY THEM TO PETER- 
MINE UHAT FACTORS CONTRIBUTE 
TO THE PEOPLE'S LONGEVITY. 



( THANKS. ) 


" 1 . 1 . 



Not The 
birthplace 
of the 
Blue Man 
Group. 



ACROSS 

1 Scepter 
4 Israeli airline 
8 Staffer 

12 Brit, record label 


58 Director Burton 

59 Longings 

60 See to 

61 Packed away 


25 Tip off 

26 Awestruck 

27 Peacekeeping 
org. 

28 Hurry 






THERE WERE A tiny hanq- 
FOL OF FILTHY RICH FEOPAL 
L0RP$, AMP A HUGE MA££ 
OF POOR PEAGAMTG WHO 
WERE TOO IGNORANT TO 
GEE WHAT WAG GOING 0M. 


WHAT? MO, I PIPM'T 
REALLY WAMT TO LEARN 
ANYTHING,, I WAG JUGT 
CALLING, YOU "OLP." 
LEVA TRY THAT AGAIN- 




WT 



diduti mean to frighten ^ 
you. I thought a little eogplay j 
might £pi<ie things up. J 


— Pjst.fJ King Features 

BlZAKKO.COM 
Fadel«)k.doffi./ 2i zarroComidg. 

©2019 glZARBj STcipic- 


13 The Big Easy 
acronym 

14 Not worth 
debating 

15 Picnic crasher 

16 Bird with yellow 
plumage 

18 Popular takeout 
entree 

20 Use a shovel 

21 Golden 
Fleece ship 

24 Atkinson of 
“Mr. Bean” 

28 Wood pigeon 

32 Long tale 

33 Mil. morale 
booster 

34 Gladden 

36 Decay 

37 Lost traction 

39 Pink wading bird 

41 King of Judea 

43 Faux pas 

44 Belly 

46 Tribal emblem 

50 Coastal 
diving bird 

55 Chopper 

56— mater 

57 Bassoon’s kin 

2-6 


DOWN 

1 Harvest 

2 Hotel chain 

3 Bubblehead 

4 Fencer’s cry 

5 Brit’s restroom 

6 100 percent 

7 “Shane” star 

8 Juan’s pals 

9 Charged bit 

10 Medico 

11 Ordinal suffix 
17 Fragrant tree 
19 Abrupt turn 

22 Michelle 
Wie’s game 

23 Cameo shapes 


29 Capri, for one 

30 Pinot — 

31 And others (Lat.) 
35 Sent forth 

38 Doctrines 
40 Wall St. debut 
42 Pair 
45 Jog 

47 “Toodle-oo!” 

48 Way out 

49 Viral web 
phenomenon 

50 Low isle 

51 Flamenco cheer 

52 LBJ’s successor 

53 Copper head? 

54 “Smoking or —?” 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



CRYPTOQUIP 


V MJXKBYM YLBY NTJVN, 

ZVDNM LM VZ FMUH ETTS BY 

SMKVFMUVDE LXJTU SUHKH. 

LM’Z JH SUTKK JTSMK. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN A HUGE 
BUILDING GOT DEMOLISHED BY IMPLOSION 
YESTERDAY, IT WAS REALLY A DYNAMITE 
DISPLAY. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: J equals M 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most I 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College hockey 


NCAA Division I poll 

MINNEAPOLIS - The top 20 teams in 
the NCAA Division I men’s ice hockey 
poll, compiled by U.S. College Hockey 
Online, with first-place votes in paren¬ 
theses, records through Feb. 3 and previ¬ 
ous ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. St. cloud state (46) 20-4-2 996 1 

2. UMass (2) 20-5-0 944 2 

3. Ohio state (1) 17-5-4 887 4 

4. Quinnipiac (1) 20-5-1 840 5 

5. Minnesota Duluth 17-7-2 797 3 

6. Minnesota State 23-6-1 774 6 

7. Denver 15-6-4 708 7 

8. Western Michigan 16-9-1 581 8 

9. Clarkson 18-8-0 528 10 

10. Cornell 13-6-2 521 13 

11. Providence 15-8-5 454 9 

12. Arizona State 19-10-1 379 16 

13. Northeastern 15-8-1 370 12 

14. Notre Dame 14-10-3 345 11 

15. UMass Lowell 15-8-2 332 17 

16. Bowling Green 18-8-3 319 13 

17. Harvard 11-6-3 213 19 

18. Penn State 14-10-2 198 15 

19. Lake Superior 18-8-2 132 20 

20. Union 13-8-5 109 18 

Others receiving votes: North Dakota 

30, Yale 23, American International 10, 
Boston University 5, Bentley 4, Bemidji 
State 1. 

Monday’s scores 

TOURNAMENT 

Beanpot 

Semifinals 

Boston College 2, Harvard 1 
Northeastern 2, Boston U. 1, OT 


Fight schedule 

Feb. 9 

At Fantasy Springs Resort Casino, In¬ 
dio, Calif., Alberto Machado vs. Andrew 
Cancio, 12, for Machado’s WBA super 
featherweight title; Rey Vargas vs. Frank¬ 
lin Manzanfila, 12, for Vargas’ WBC World 
super bantamweight title; Joseph Diaz 
Jr. vs. Charles Huerta, 10, super feather¬ 
weights. 

At Dignity Health Sports Park, Carson, 
Calif., Gervonta Davis vs. Abner Mares, 
12, for Davis’ WBA featherweight title; 
Erickson Lubin vs. Ishw Smith, 10, super 
welterweights; Javier Fortuna vs. Sharif 
Bogere, 10, lightweights; Eddie Ramirez 
vs. Juan Heraldez, 10, junior welter¬ 
weights; Xavier Martinez vs. Deivi Julio 
Bassa, 10, junior lightweights. 

Feb. 10 

At Save Mart Arena, Fresno, Calif., 
Jose Carlos Ramirez vs. Jose Zepeda, 12, 
for Ramirez’s WBC World super light¬ 
weight title; Raymundo Beltran vs. Hiroki 
Okada, 10 super lightweights; Genesis 
Servania vs. Carlos Castro, 10, feath¬ 
erweights; Bryan Vasquez vs. Enrique 
Tinoco, 10, super featherweights; Andy 
Vences vs. Dardan Zenunaj, 10, super 
featherweights; Saul Rodriguez vs. Aelio 
Mesquita, 10, lightweights. 

At Grand Casino, Hinckley, Minn., Rob 
Brant vs. Khasan Baysangurov, 12, for 
Brant’s WBA World middleweight title. 

Feb. 16 

At Los Angeles, Leo Santa Cruz vs. 
Miguel Flores, 12, for Santa Cruz’s WBA 
featherweight title; Omar Figueroa Jr. vs. 
John Molina Jr., 10, welterweights. 


College basketball 

1 

Pro baseball 

1 

Deals 


AP sportlight 


Feb. 6 

1943 — Montreal’s Ray Getliffe scores 
five goals to lead the Canadiens to an 8-3 
triumph over the Boston Bruins. 

1958 — Ted Williams signs a contract 
with the Boston Red Sox for $135,000, 
making him the highest paid player in 
major league history. 

1967 — Muhammad Ali successfully 
defends his world heavyweight title with 
a 15-round decision over Ernest Terrell in 
the Houston Astrodome. 

1970 — The NBA expands to 18 teams 
with the addition of franchises in Buf¬ 
falo, Cleveland, Houston and Portland. 

1981 — Wayne Gretzky scores three 
goals and three assists in a 10-4 Edmon¬ 
ton victory over the Winnipeg Jets, giv¬ 
ing him 100 points in the season. 

1985 — Seventeen-year-old Dianne 
Roffe becomes the first U.S. woman to 
win a gold medal in a World Alpine Ski 
Championship race, capturing the giant 
slalom in 2:18.53. 

1988 — Chicago’s Michael Jordan 
wins the NBA Slam Dunk contest with a 
perfect score of 50 on his final dunk, in 
front of a hometown crowd at Chicago 
Stadium. 


AP Men’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ men’s college basketball poll, with 
first-place votes in parentheses, records 
through Feb. 3, total points based on 
25 points for a first-place vote through 
one point for a 25th-place vote and last 
week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Tennessee (48) 20-1 1,579 1 

2. Duke (12) 19-2 1,532 2 

3. Virginia (4) 20-1 1,478 3 

4. Gonzaga 21-2 1,423 4 

5. Kentucky 18-3 1,310 7 

6. Nevada 21-1 1,228 8 

7. Michigan 20-2 1,217 5 

8. North Carolina 17-4 1,167 9 

9. Michigan St. 18-4 1,051 6 

10. Marquette 19-3 1,029 10 

11. Virginia Tech 18-3 948 12 

12. Houston 21-1 838 13 

13. Kansas 17-5 809 11 

14. Villanova 18-4 801 14 

15. Purdue 16-6 697 17 

16. Louisville 16-6 561 15 

17. Iowa St. 17-5 545 20 

18. Texas Tech 17-5 482 16 

19. Wisconsin 16-6 462 24 

20. Iowa 17-5 242 - 

21. LSU 17-4 205 19 

22. Florida St. 16-5 180 25 

23. Buffalo 19-3 153 18 

24. Maryland 17-6 144 21 

25. Cincinnati 19-3 142 - 

Others receiving votes: Washington 

135, Mississippi St. 133, Auburn 128, 
Kansas St 114, Baylor 44, Wofford 15, Lip¬ 
scomb 5, Syracuse 3. 

USA Today Men’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in the USA Today 
men’s college basketball poll, with first- 
place votes in parentheses, records 
through Feb. 3, points based on 25 points 
for a first-place vote through one point 
for a 25th-place vote and previous rank¬ 
ing: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Tennessee (32) 20-1 800 1 

2. Duke 19-2 755 2 

3. Virginia 20-1 734 3 

4. Gonzaga 21-2 717 4 

5. Kentucky 18-3 652 6 

6. Nevada 21-1 607 7 

7. Michigan 20-2 581 5 

8. North Carolina 17-4 563 10 

9. Marquette 19-3 546 9 

10. Virginia Tech 18-3 492 11 

11. Michigan State 18-4 463 8 

12. Houston 21-1 439 13 

13. Villanova 18-4 435 14 

14. Kansas 17-5 404 12 

15. Purdue 16-6 322 18 

16. Iowa State 17-5 279 20 

17. Louisville 16-6 240 16 

18. Texas Tech 17-5 238 15 

19. Wisconsin 16-6 185 23 

20. Iowa 17-5 158 25 

21. Mississippi State 16-5 106 21 

22. LSU 17-4 97 19 

23. Cincinnati 19-3 89 — 

24. Florida State 16-5 85 - 

25. Buffalo 19-3 76 17 

Others receiving votes: Kansas State 

70, Baylor 55, Washington 54, Maryland 
53, Auburn 50, Furman 12, N.C. State 9, 
Arizona State 7, Mississippi 7, North Tex¬ 
as 7, Hofstra 6, Wofford 6, Texas 1. 

Monday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Bethany (WV) 60, Thiel 53 
Colgate 84, Lehigh 62 
Marist 78, Canisius 71, OT 
Siena 61, Fairfield 50 

SOUTH 

Bethel (Tenn.) 103, Blue Mountain 72 
Bethune-Cookman 69, NC A&T 53 
Delaware St. 70, SC State 68 
Florida A&M 73, NC Central 57 
Grambling St. 79, MVSU 57 
Jackson St. 65, Ark.-Pine Bluff 52 
Louisville 72, Virginia Tech 61 
Miles 59, Lane 52 

Savannah St. 68, Md.-Eastern Shore 63 
St. Augustine’s 83, Chowan 79 

MIDWEST 

Albion 63, Adrian 57 
Bethel (Minn.) 73, St. Olaf 64 
Calvin 112, Alma 74 
Grand View 86, Missouri Valley 79 
Hamline 68, St. Mary’s (Minn.) 65 
Hope 87, Kalamazoo 83 
Lourdes 93, Siena Heights 76 
Macalester 68, Concordia (Moor.) 63 
Olivet 90, Trine 78 
Penn St. 59, Northwestern 52 
St. John’s (Minn.) 82, Augsburg 71 
St. Thomas (Minn.) 74, Gustavus 66 
SOUTHWEST 
Iowa St. 75, Oklahoma 74 
Prairie View 69, Alabama St. 67 
Texas Southern 84, Alabama A&M 74 
Texas Tech 81, West Virginia 50 
FAR WEST 

E. Washington 82, N. Arizona 64 
Montana St. 69, N. Colorado 66 

S. Utah 75, Idaho 64 

AP Men’s Top 25 schedule 

Wednesday's games 

No. 6 Nevada at Colorado State 
No. 14 Villanova vs. Creighton 
No. 19 Wisconsin at Minnesota 
No. 21 LSU at Mississippi State 
No. 24 Maryland at Nebraska 
Thursday's games 
No. 4 Gonzaga vs. San Francisc 
No. 12 Houston at UCF 
No. 20 Iowa at Indiana 
No. 25 Cincinnati at Memphis 
Friday’s games 
No games scheduled 


Saturday’s games 

No. 1 Tennessee vs. Florida 

No. 2 Duke at No. 3 Virginia 

No. 4 Gonzaga vs. Saint Mary’s 

No. 5 Kentucky at Mississippi State 

No. 6 Nevada vs. New Mexico 

No. 7 Michigan vs. No. 19 Wisconsin 

No. 8 North Carolina vs. Miami 

No. 9 Michigan State vs. Minnesota 

No. 10 Marquette vs. No. 14 Villanova 

No. 11 Virginia Tech at Clemson 

No. 13 Kansas vs. Oklahoma State 

No. 15 Purdue vs. Nebraska 

No. 16 Louisville at No. 22 Florida State 

No. 17 Iowa State vs. TCU 

No. 18 Texas Tech at Oklahoma 

No. 21 LSU vs. Auburn 

No. 23 Buffalo vs. Central Michigan 


AP Women’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ women’s college basketball poll, 
with first-place votes in parentheses, 
records through Feb. 3, total points 
based on 25 points for a first-place vote 
through one point for a 25th-place vote 
and last week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Baylor (25) 19-1 697 1 

2. Louisville (3) 21-1 668 3 

3. Oregon 21-1 632 4 

4. Notre Dame 21-2 608 5 

5. UConn 19-2 596 2 

6. Mississippi St. 21-1 578 6 

7. Oregon St. 19-3 513 9 

8. Marquette 19-3 483 10 

9. NC State 21-1 470 7 

10. Maryland 19-2 459 11 

11. Stanford 18-3 447 8 

12. South Carolina 16-5 352 16 

13. Gonzaga 21-2 316 15 

14. Texas 18-4 313 12 

15. Syracuse 17-4 303 18 

16. Iowa 17-5 279 13 

17. Utah 18-3 209 14 

18. Texas A&M 18-4 206 20 

19. Kentucky 18-5 173 19 

20. Rutgers 17-5 160 17 

20. Arizona St. 15-6 160 21 

22. Iowa St. 17-5 150 23 

23. Michigan St. 16-5 130 22 

24. Florida St. 19-3 111 24 

25. Miami 19-5 20 - 

Others receiving votes: South Dakota 

17, North Carolina 13, UCF 10, Missouri 7, 
West Virginia 5, New Mexico 4, Drake 3, 
California 2, Minnesota 2, Rice 2, BYU 1, 
Cent Michigan 1. 

Monday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Canisius 67, Iona 47 
Md.-Eastern Shore 78, Savannah St. 46 
Niagara 81, St. Peter’s 57 
SC State 63, Delaware St. 60 
Thiel 77, Bethany (WV) 69 
SOUTH 

Bethel (Tenn.) 75, Blue Mountain 55 
Jackson St. 60, Ark.-Pine Bluff 41 
LSU 61, Missouri 51 
Lane 52, Miles 50 
MVSU 54, Grambling St. 52 
NC A&T 72, Bethune-Cookman 48 
NC Central 64, Florida A&M 57 
MIDWEST 

Albion 77, Adrian 70 
Alma 62, Calvin 51 

Cardinal Stritch 53, St. Francis (III.) 51 
Grand View 74, Missouri Valley 62 
Hope 93, Kalamazoo 34 
Madonna 57, Cornerstone 52 
Maryland 80, Illinois 66 
Rio Grande 71, Chicago St. 55 
William Penn 67, Clarke 51 
Wis.-Platteville 79, Wis.-Eau Claire 66 
Wis.-Whitewater 78, Wis.-Oshkosh 70 
SOUTHWEST 
Baylor 74, Texas 68 
Prairie View 71, Alabama St. 59 
Texas Southern 53, Alabama A&M 45 
FAR WEST 

N. Colorado 84, Montana St. 73 

AP Women’s Top 25 schedule 

Wednesday’s game 

No. 5 UConn vs. East Carolina at the XL 
Center, Hartford, Conn. 

Thursday's games 
No. 2 Louisville vs. No. 15 Syracuse 
No. 4 Notre Dame at No. 25 Miami 
No. 9 N.C. State at No. 24 Florida State 
No. 10 Maryland vs. Northwestern 
No. 12 South Carolina vs. Mississippi 
No. 16 Iowa vs. No. 23 Michigan State 
No. 18 Texas A&M at Missouri 
No. 19 Kentucky at Auburn 
No. 20 Arizona State at Washington 
State 

Friday’s games 

No. 3 Oregon at California 
No. 7 Oregon State at No. 11 Stanford 
No. 8 Marquette vs. Georgetown 
No. 17 Utah vs. Southern Cal 
Saturday’s games 
No. 1 Baylor vs. TCU 
No. 5 UConn vs. Temple 
No. 13 Gonzaga at Portland 
No. 14 Texas at Kansas 
No. 20 Arizona State at Washington 
No. 22 Iowa State vs. West Virginia 
Sunday’s games 
No. 2 Louisville at Virginia Tech 
No. 3 Oregon at No. 11 Stanford 
No. 4 Notre Dame vs. No. 24 Florida State 
No. 6 Mississippi State vs. Tennessee 
No. 7 Oregon State at California 
No. 8 Marquette vs. Villanova 
No. 10 Maryland at No. 20 Rutgers 
No. 15 Syracuse vs. Boston College 
No. 16 Iowa at Ohio State 
No. 17 Utah vs. UCLA 
No. 25 Miami at Pittsburgh 


Free agents 

NEW YORK - The 92 remaining free 
agents (q-rejected $17.9 million qualify¬ 
ing offer): 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 
BALTIMORE (2) - Adam Jones, of; Col¬ 
by Rasmus, of. 

BOSTON (2) — q-Craig Kimbrel, rhp; 
Brandon Phillips, 2b. 

CHICAGO (3) — Jeanmar Gomez, rhp; 
Miguel Gonzalez, rhp; James Shields, 
rhp. 

CLEVELAND (4) - Melky Cabrera; of; 
Brandon Guyer, of; Adam Rosales, inf; 
Josh Tomlin, rhp. 

DETROIT (3) — Jose Iglesias, ss; Victor 
Martinez, dh; Jarrod Saltalamacchia, c. 

HOUSTON (5) - Evan Gattis, of; Mar- 
win Gonzalez, inf-of; q-Dallas Keuchel, 
Ihp; Martin Maldonado, c; Tony Sipp, 
Ihp. 

KANSAS CITY (1) - Alcides Escobar, 

LOS ANGELES (5) - Jim Johnson, rhp; 
Blake Wood, rhp; Junichi Tazawa, rhp; 
Chris Young, of; Eric Young Jr., of, 

MINNESOTA (6) - Matt Belisle, rhp; 
Logan Forsythe, 2b; Chris Gimenez, c; 
Joe Mauer, lb; Logan Morrison, lb; Ervin 
Santana, rhp, 

NEW YORK (1) — Adeiny Hechavarria, 
ss. 

OAKLAND (3) - Brett Anderson, Ihp; 
Edwin Jackson, rhp; Matt Joyce, of. 

SEATTLE (5) - Zach Duke, Ihp; Cam¬ 
eron Maybin, of; Andrew Romine, inf-of; 
Denard Span, of; Adam Warren, rhp. 

TAMPA BAY (2) - Carlos Gomez, of; 
Sergio Romo, rhp. 

TEXAS (4) - Adrian Beltre, 3b; Bartolo 
Colon, rhp; Doug Fister, rhp; Yovani Gal¬ 
lardo, rhp; - 

T NATIONJ_ 

ARIZONA (5) - Clay Buchholz, rhp; 
Randall Delgado, rhp; Jake Diekman, Ihp; 
Chris Stewart, c; Brad Ziegler, rhp. 

ATLANTA (6) - Brad Brach, rhp; Lu¬ 
cas Duda, lb; Ryan Flaherty, inf; Brandon 
McCarthy, rhp; Peter Moylan, rhp; Rene 
Rivera, c. 

CHICAGO (3) - Jorge De La Rosa, Ihp; 
Jaime Garcia, Ihp; Bobby Wilson, c, 
COLORADO (4) - Drew Butera, c; Car¬ 
los Gonzalez, of; Matt Holliday, of; Ge¬ 
rardo Parra, of. 

LOS ANGELES (4) - John Axford, rhp; 
Daniel Hudson, rhp; Manny Machado, ss; 
Ryan Madson, rhp. 

MILWAUKEE (3) - Gio Gonzalez, Ihp; 
Curtis Granderson, of; Mike Moustakas, 
3b. 

NEW YORK (5) - Austin Jackson, of; 
Jose Lobaton, c; Devin Mesoraco, c; A.J. 
Ramos, rhp; Jose Reyes, inf. 

PHILADELPHIA (2) - Jose Bautista, of; 
Aaron Loup, Ihp. 

PITTSBURGH (1) - Josh Harrison, 2b. 
ST. LOUIS (2) - Matt Adams, lb; Bud 
Norris, rhp. 

SAN DIEGO (2) - A.J. Ellis, c; Freddy 
Galvis, ss. 

SAN FRANCISCO (3) - Gregor Blanco, 
of; Nick Hundley, c; Hunter Pence, of. 

WASHINGTON (7) - Joaquin Benoit, 
rhp; Tim Collins, Ihp; q-Bryce Harper, of; 
Jeremy Hellickson, rhp; Mark Reynolds, 
lb; Matt Wieters, c. 

MLB calendar 

Jan. 31-Feb. 15 — Salary arbitration 
hearings, St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Feb. 6-8 — Owners’ meetings, Orlando, 


UcmidllU LdLLMtlb CUIU IllJUltdU 

players. 

Feb. 11 — Voluntary reporting date for 
Seattle pitchers, catchers and injured 
players. 

Feb. 13 — Voluntary reporting date 
for other teams’ pitchers, catchers and 
injured players. 

Feb. 15 — Voluntary reporting date for 
other players on Oakland and Seattle. 

Feb. 18 — Voluntary reporting date for 
other teams' other players. 

Feb. 23 — Mandatory reporting date. 

March 20-21 — Opening series, Seattle 
vs. Oakland at Tokyo. 

March 28 — Opening day for other 
teams, active rosters reduced to 25 play- 

April 13-14 — St. Louis vs. Cincinnati at 
Monterrey, Mexico. 

May 4-5 — Houston vs. Los Angeles 
Angels at Monterrey, Mexico. 

June 3 — Amateur draft starts. 

June 13 — Detroit vs. Kansas City at 
Omaha, Neb. 

June 15 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period closes. 

June 29-30 — New York Yankees vs. 
Boston at London. 

July 2 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period opens. 

July 9 — All-Star Game at Cleveland. 

July 21— Hall of Fame induction, Coo- 
perstown, N.Y. 

July 31 — Last day to trade a player 
without securing waivers. 

Aug. 18 — Pittsburgh vs. Chicago Cubs 
at Williamsport, Pa. 

Aug. 31 — Last day to be contracted to 
an organization and be eligible for post¬ 
season roster. 

Sept. 1 — Active rosters expand to 40 
players. 

Oct. 1-2 — Wild-card games. 

November TBA — Deadline for teams 
to make qualifying offers to their eligible 
former players who became free agents, 
fifth day after World Series. 

November TBA — Deadline for free 
agents to accept qualifying offers, 15th 
day after World Series. 

Dec. 2 — Last day for teams to offer 
2020 contracts to unsigned players on 
their 40-man rosters. 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 

NATIONAL BASEBALL HALL OF FAME 
AND MUSEUM — Announced the retire¬ 
ment of president Jeff Idelson, effective 
after induction weekend in July. 

American League 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Acquired RHP 
Nick Wittgren from Miami for RHP Jor¬ 
dan Milbrath. Designated RHP A.J. Cole 
for assignment. 

HOUSTON ASTROS - Agreed to terms 
with RHP Chris Devenski on a one-year 
contract. 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Agreed to 
terms with LHP Jerry Blevins on a minor 
league contract. 

National League 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Agreed to 
terms with LHP Francisco Liriano on a 
minor league contract. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

CLEVELAND CAVALIERS - Traded 
G Rodney Hood to Portland for Gs Nik 
Stauskas and Wade Baldwin and 2021 
and 2023 second-round draft pick. Re¬ 
leased G Kobi Simmons. 

WNBA 

WASHINGTON MYSTICS - Re-signed F 
LaToya Sanders. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

CINCINNATI BENGALS - Named Zac 
Taylor coach. 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Waived LB 
Tanner Vallejo. 

MIAMI DOLPHINS - Named Brian 
Flores coach. 

NEW YORK GIANTS - Terminated the 
contract of LB Connor Barwin. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Waived QB Aus¬ 
tin Davis. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

CAROLINA PANTHERS - Recalled D 
Haydn Fleury from Charlotte (AHL). 

WASHINGTON CAPITALS - Re-signed 
G Pheonix Copley to a three-year con¬ 
tract extension. 

SOCCER 

... ■ Re-signed D 

Eric Miller. 

NEW YORK CITY FC - Signed F/M Al- 
exandru Mitrita to a multiyear contract. 

REAL SALT LAKE - Signed F Sam John¬ 
son as a designated player. 

TENNIS 

ATP/WTA/ITF/GRAND SLAM BOARD 

— Named Jennie Price independent chair 
of the Tennis Integrity Unit’s supervisory 
board. 

COLLEGE 

GRAND VIEW - Announced it is add¬ 
ing a women’s wrestling program to be¬ 
gin during the fall semester. 


Cordoba Open 

Monday 

At Kempes Stadium 
Cordoba, Argentina 
Purse: $527,880 (ATP250) 
Surface: Clay-Outdoor 

Singles 
First Round 

Aljaz Bedene, Slovenia, def. Maxi Mar- 
terer, Germany, 6-3, 6-4. 

Lorenzo Sonego, Italy, def. Pablo An- 
dujar, Spain, 6-3, 6-2. 

Pedro Cachin, Argentina, def. Cam¬ 
eron Norrie, Britain, 6-4, 6-4. 

Guido Pella (8), Argentina, def. Paolo 
Lorenzi, Italy, 6-1, 6-3. 

Malek Jaziri (6), Tunisia, def. Carlos 
Berlocq, Argentina, 6-3, 4-6, 7-6 (4). 

Doubles 
First Round 

Pablo Carreno Busta and Gerard 
Granollers, Spain, def. David Marrero and 
Jaume Munar, Spain, 7-6 (4), 6-7 (5), 10-8. 

Nicholas Monroe, United States, and 
Miguel Angel Reyes-Varela, Mexico, 
def. Pablo Cuevas, Uruguay, and Diego 
Schwartzman, Argentina, 7-6 (4), 6-4. 

Open Sud de France 

Monday 

At Arena Montpellier 
Montpellier, France 
Purse: $600,500 (ATP250) 
Surface: Hard-Indoor 

First Round 

Marcel Granollers, Spain, def. Ivo Kar- 
lovic, Croatia, 7-6 (3), 6-7 (5), 7-6 (5). 

Jo-Wilfried Tsonga, France, def. Ugo 
Humbert, France, 3-6, 7-6 (5), 6-4. 

Jeremy Chardy (6), France, def. Adrian 
Menendez-Maceiras, 6-1, 6-1. 

Doubles 
First Round 

Leander Paes, India, and Benoit Paire, 
France, def. Jonathan Eysseric and Gilles 
Simon, France, 6-4, 6-2. 

Luke Bambridge and Jonny O’Mara, 
Britain, def. Austin Krajicek, United 
States, and Artem Sitak (2), New Zea¬ 
land, 6-4, 6-2. 

Sofia Open 

Monday 

At Arena Armeec 
Sofia, Bulgaria 
Purse: $600,500 (ATP250) 
Surface: Hard-Indoor 

First Round 

Matthew Ebden, Australia, def. Adrian 
Andreev, Bulgaria, 6-3,4-6, 7-6 (5). 

Marius Copil, Romania, def. Stan 
Wawrinka, Switzerland, 3-6, 7-6 (5), 6-4. 
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Roundup 


Scoreboard 


Flyers 
win 8th 
straight 

Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — Carter 
Hart made 41 saves, Sean Cou¬ 
turier and Jakub Voracek scored, 
and the Philadelphia Flyers beat 
the Vancouver Canucks 2-1 on 
Monday night for their eighth 
straight victory. 

The Flyers pulled within five 
points of a playoff spot after hav¬ 
ing the NHL’s worst record on 
Jan. 9 — they were 14 points out 
of a postseason berth during the 
All-Star break just over a week 
ago. Philadelphia also became 
the first NHL expansion club to 
reach 2,000 victories 

Hart, Philadelphia’s 20-year- 
old rookie, won his seventh 
straight start with another solid 
game. His best stop came with 
5 Vi minutes left when he dived 
with his right arm to deny Niko¬ 
lay Goldobin from a sharp angle 
on a power play. 

Brock Boeser scored for Van¬ 
couver, which was playing the 
first of three games in four 
nights. 

The game was delayed for sev¬ 
eral minutes midway through the 
third period after Vancouver’s 
Alexander Edler went down with 
a scary-looking injury. Edler’s 
skate got caught in Voracek’s stick, 
causing Edler to land face-first on 
the ice. With a bloodied face and 
dazed look, a conscious Edler was 
wheeled off on a stretcher while 
sitting upright. 

Kings 4, Rangers 3 (OT): Tyler 
Toffoli scored 25 seconds into 
overtime and visiting Los Ange¬ 
les rallied to beat New York. 

Toffoli’s ninth goal of the season 
came moments after the Rangers’ 
Mika Zibanejad rang the puck off 
the post behind Kings goaltender 
Jonathan Quick. 

Toffoli was mobbed by his 
teammates as Rangers netmind- 
er Henrik Lundqvist skated away 
in disgust. 

Maple Leafs 6, Ducks 1: An¬ 
dreas Johnsson had two goals and 
two assists, Jake Muzzin added a 
goal and two assists and host To¬ 
ronto routed Anaheim. 

William Nylander and John 
Tavares each had a goal and an 
assist, and Connor Brown also 
scored for Toronto, which has 
won three in a row at Scotiabank 
Arena after dropping six of its 
previous seven home games. 

Stars 5, Coyotes 4: Tyler 
Seguin scored a tiebreaking goal 
with 7:32 to play, and host Dallas 
scored four goals in a wild third 
period on the way to a victory 
over Arizona. 

Roope Hintz, John Klingberg, 
Radek Faksa and Mattias Jan- 
mark also scored for the Stars. 
Ben Bishop made 39 saves as Dal¬ 
las extended its winning streak to 
a season-best five games. 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Tampa Bay 52 39 11 2 80 205 146 

Toronto 52 32 17 3 67 185 146 

Montreal 53 29 18 6 64 160 155 

Boston 52 28 17 7 63 149 135 

Buffalo 51 25 20 6 56 148 156 

Florida 50 21 21 8 50 156 175 

Detroit 53 21 25 7 49 150 174 

Ottawa 52 19 28 5 43 159 194 

Metropolitan Division 
N.Y. Islanders 51 30 15 6 66 151 125 

Washington 52 28 18 6 62 175 166 

Pittsburgh 52 28 18 6 62 183 160 

Columbus 51 28 20 3 59 163 159 

Carolina 52 25 21 6 56 148 155 

Philadelphia 53 24 23 6 54 153 177 

N.Y. Rangers 52 22 22 8 52 148 175 

New Jersey 51 20 24 7 47 152 173 

Western Conference 

Central Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Winnipeg 52 34 16 2 70 185 146 

Nashville 54 31 19 4 66 166 139 

Dallas 53 28 21 4 60 138 134 

Minnesota 52 26 22 4 56 146 149 

Colorado 51 22 21 8 52 170 167 

St. Louis 50 23 22 5 51 143 151 

Chicago 53 20 24 9 49 167 196 

Pacific Division 

Calgary 53 34 14 5 73 197 152 

San Jose 53 30 16 7 67 190 169 

Vegas 54 29 21 4 62 160 148 

Vancouver 53 24 23 6 54 153 164 

Arizona 52 23 24 5 51 138 150 

Edmonton 52 23 24 5 51 151 172 

Anaheim 53 21 23 9 51 124 168 

Los Angeles 52 21 27 4 46 120 157 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Sunday’s games 
Boston 1, Washington 0 
Montreal 4, Edmonton 3, OT 
Calgary 4, Carolina 3 

Monday’s games 
Los Angeles 4, N.Y. Rangers 3, OT 
Philadelphia 2, Vancouver 1 
Toronto 6, Anaheim 1 
Dallas 5, Arizona 4 

Tuesday’s games 
N.Y. Islanders at Boston 
Vancouver at Washington 
Carolina at Pittsburgh 
Los Angeles at New Jersey 
Minnesota at Buffalo 
St. Louis at Florida 
Vegas at Tampa Bay 
Anaheim at Montreal 
Arizona at Nashville 
San Jose at Winnipeg 
Columbus at Colorado 
Chicago at Edmonton 

Wednesday's games 
Ottawa at Toronto 
Boston at N.Y. Rangers 

Thursday’s games 
Los Angeles at Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh at Florida 
N.Y. Islanders at New Jersey 
Colorado at Washington 
Carolina at Buffalo 
Anaheim at Ottawa 
Winnipeg at Montreal 
St. Louis at Tampa Bay 
Vegas at Detroit 
Edmonton at Minnesota 
Dallas at Nashville 
Vancouver at Chicago 
Columbus at Arizona 
San Jose at Calgary 

Friday’s games 
Carolina at N.Y. Rangers 

Calendar 

Feb. 23 — Stadium Series, Pittsburgh 
at Philadelphia, Lincoln Financial Field. 
April 6 — Last day of regular season. 
April 10 — Stanley Cup playoffs begin. 


Monday 

Kings 4, Rangers 3 (OT) 

Los Angeles 10 2 1—4 

N.Y. Rangers 111 0-3 

First Period— 1, N.Y. Rangers, Kreider 
24 (Zibanejad, DeAngelo), 8:32. 2, Los 
Angeles, Kempe 6 (Kovalchuk, Hagelin), 
17:23. 

Second Period— 3, N.Y. Rangers, 
Zibanejad 21 (Staal, Zuccarello), 0:32. 

Third Period— 4, Los Angeles, Kopi- 
tar 16 (Kovalchuk), 5:04. 5, N.Y. Rangers, 
McQuaid 1,9:15. 6, Los Angeles, Kempe 7 
(Toffoli, Amadio), 19:00. 

Overtime— 7, Los Angeles, Toffoli 9 
(Kempe), 0:25. 

Shots on Goal— Los Angeles 8-13-8- 
1-30. N.Y. Rangers 12-12-3-27. 

Power-play opportunities— Los Ange¬ 
les 0 of 2; N.Y. Rangers 0 of 2. 

Goalies— Los Angeles, Quick 10-13-3 
(27 shots-24 saves). N.Y. Rangers, Lun¬ 
dqvist 16-13-8 (30-26). 

A-16,233 (18,006). T-2:27. 

Flyers 2, Canucks 1 

Vancouver 0 10—1 

Philadelphia 1 1 0—2 

First Period— 1, Philadelphia, Coutu¬ 
rier 21 (Konecny, Patrick), 18:37 (pp). 

Second Period— 2, Philadelphia, Vora¬ 
cek 12 (Varone), 3:20. 3, Vancouver, Bo¬ 
eser 18, 5:14. 

Shots on Goal— Vancouver 10-14-18— 
42. Philadelphia 14-12-4-30. 

Power-play opportunities— Vancouver 
Oof 3; Philadelphia 1 of 3. 

Goalies— Vancouver, Markstrom 20- 
14-5 (30 shots-28 saves). Philadelphia, 
Hart 10-5-1 (42-41). 

A-18,671 (19,543). T-2:32. 

Maple Leafs 6, Ducks 1 

Anaheim 0 0 1 — 1 

Toronto 0 3 3—6 

Second Period— 1, Toronto, Tavares 
31 (Johnsson, Gauthier), 3:02. 2, Toronto, 
Johnsson 11 (Marleau, Muzzin), 13:40. 3, 
Toronto, Muzzin 5 (Johnsson, Gardiner), 
19:57 (pp). 

Third Period— 4, Anaheim, Rakell 9 
(Manson, H.Lindholm), 2:45. 5, Toronto, 
Brown 5 (Nylander, Muzzin), 3:16. 6, To¬ 
ronto, Nylander 2 (Hyman), 6:04. 7, To¬ 
ronto, Johnsson 12 (Hyman, Tavares), 
14:51. 

Shots on Goal— Anaheim 8-10-7-25. 
Toronto 13-19-12-44. 

Power-play opportunities— Anaheim 0 
of 1; Toronto 1 of 3. 

Goalies— Anaheim, Gibson 17-18-8 (35 
shots-30 saves), Johnson 2-9-0 (9-8). To¬ 
ronto, Andersen 23-11-2 (25-24). 

A-18,858 (18,819). T-2:33. 

Stars 5, Coyotes 4 

Arizona 1 1 2—4 

Dallas 0 1 4-5 

First Period— 1, Arizona, Ekman-Lars- 
son 7 (Cousins, Keller), 8:39. 

Second Period— 2, Dallas, Hintz 3 
(Spezza, Heiskanen), 3:36 (pp). 3, Ari¬ 
zona, Connauton 1 (Archibald, Lyubush- 
kin), 9:54. 

Third Period— 4, Dallas, Klingberg 7 
(Seguin, Benn), 2:28 (pp). 5, Dallas, Fak¬ 
sa 9 (Gurianov, Heiskanen), 3:04 (pp). 6, 
Dallas, Janmark 5 (Dickinson, Comeau), 
3:39. 7, Arizona, Hinostroza 8 (Crouse, 
Oesterle), 6:49. 8, Arizona, Galchenyuk 9 
(Keller, Cousins), 7:50. 9, Dallas, Seguin 
22 (Benn, Radulov), 12:28. 

Shots on Goal— Arizona 14-13-15-42. 
Dallas 10-9-10-29. 

Power-play opportunities— Arizona 0 
of 5; Dallas 3 of 4. 

Goalies— Arizona, Kuemper 11-12-5 
(29 shots-24 saves). Dallas, Bishop 19-12- 
2 (42-38). 

A-17,996 (18,532). T-2:42. 



Matt Slocum/AP 


Flyers goalie Carter Hart blocks a shot by the Vancouver Canucks’ 
Nikolay Goldobin during the third period of Monday’s game in 
Philadelphia. The Flyers won 2-1 for their eighth straight victory. 



Nathan Denette, The Canadian Press/AP 


Toronto Maple Leafs center Patrick Marleau, left, and Pittsburgh 
Penguins center Nick Bjugstad battle for the puck during the third 
period of Saturday’s game in Toronto. 


Two newest Pens 
finally settling in 


By Will Graves 

Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH — It wasn’t the 
hastily arranged private plane 
ride from Miami to Pittsburgh. 
Or the police escort from the 
airport to PPG Paints Arena. It 
wasn’t the sight of a black-and- 
gold jersey with his name on the 
back hanging in the Pittsburgh 
Penguins’ locker room. It wasn’t 
even racing to the bench and 
jumping over the wall and onto 
the ice with his new teammates 
without exchanging so much as 
an introductory handshake. 

No, Jared McCann’s “whoa” 
moment from the most exhilarat¬ 
ing and surreal weekend of his 
professional life came Sunday, 
when the newly acquired forward 
arrived at Pittsburgh captain Sid¬ 
ney Crosby’s house to watch the 
Super Bowl with the rest of the 
gang. 

“There’s like an area to the side 
there, and it’s Hart Trophy, Hart 
Trophy, Hart Trophy,” McCann 
said, referring to Crosby’s three 
NHL MVP awards. 

Welcome to Pittsburgh, where 
the climate isn’t the only thing 
that’s a shock to the system. 

On Friday morning, McCann 
and Nick Bjugstad thought they 
were part of the long-term plans 
for the Florida Panthers. By Sun¬ 
day night, they were hanging out 
in the home of one of the game’s 
biggest stars while playing for a 
team where anything less than 
a Stanley Cup parade through 
downtown in mid-June is consid¬ 
ered a disappointment. 

No pressure or anything. 

“As soon as I walked in the rink 
here, they have the (champion¬ 
ships) banners hanging every¬ 
where,” McCann said. “It’s like: 
‘You know what? We win here.’ 


You get that feeling. You just have 
confidence. You know you have 
guys that are going to show up 
every night and play well, and I 
want to be a positive influence for 
this team.” 

The Penguins are counting 
on that from both the 22-year- 
old McCann and the 26-year-old 
Bjugstad, brought over in a trade 
with Florida for veteran forwards 
Riley Sheahan, Derick Brassard 
and three 2019 draft picks. 

The early returns have been 
promising. Both players hardly 
looked overwhelmed while play¬ 
ing a back-to-back against Ottawa 
and Toronto in their first 27 hours 
with their new club. Bjugstad 
joined the second line and picked 
up an assist in a victory over the 
Senators while McCann played 
solidly centering the third line 
between forwards Tanner Pear¬ 
son and Patric Hornqvist. 

“I thought they handled it great 
coming into a new dressing room 
10 minutes before the game, get¬ 
ting thrown in there right into 
a game, playing some pretty 
good minutes, too,” Crosby said. 
“There’s a lot to be said about 
that. Sometimes that’s the best 
way, get thrown into it like that.” 

McCann credited Hornqvist 
for helping put him in the right 
spots on the ice over the weekend 
while the 6-foot-6 Bjugstad tried 
not to overdo it while centering 
the second line in place of injured 
Evgeni Malkin. 

“It’s almost better not having 
time to think,” Bjugstad said. 

That came on Monday when 
they went through their first 
practice in Pittsburgh. If Bjugs¬ 
tad wasn’t getting pulled away for 
a private moment with assistant 
coach Mark Recchi, then Mc¬ 
Cann was peppering anyone who 
would listen with questions. 
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SKIING/SPORTS BRIEFS/AUTO RACING 



Alessandro Trovati/AP 


American Mikaela Shiffrin won the women’s super G Tuesday at the 
World Championships in Are, Sweden. 


NASCAR will DQ 
cheating winners 

Series cracking down on failing inspections 


Old: Vonn 
has one last 
downhill left 

FROM BACK PAGE 

for the seventh time soon after 
she retires — to repair the left 
knee ligament she tore during 
training in November. 

“I need complete reconstruc¬ 
tion. That will be fun. Hopefully 
my last surgery,” Vonn said. 

Vonn was planning on retir¬ 
ing in December but moved up 
her last race upon realizing last 
month after failing to finish a 
super-G in Italy that her knees 
just can’t handle anymore pound¬ 
ing. She has discussed the long¬ 
term health risks for her body 
with her doctors. 

“I’m screwed. I’ve known that 
for three years now,” Vonn said. 
“It’s only a matter of time. The 
analogy I was given was, I only 
have a certain amount of steps 
left. And I’ve run out of steps at 
this point. I know I’ll have pain for 
the rest of my life but I wouldn’t 
change it.... I got no cartilage, no 
meniscus, I got rods and plates 
and screws. There’s a lot going 
on. My head is still good, that’s all 
I need.” 

It didn’t take Vonn long to pro¬ 
cess on why she crashed. When 
she barreled through a gate, the 
panel fitted between the two poles 
detached and got stuck on her 
boots. When she hit the ground 
she slid downhill face first, using 
her hands to keep her head from 
hitting the snow, then came to a 


Associated Press 

Women’s World Cup referees 
are undergoing training with 
VARs in matches over the next 
two weeks, The Associated Press 
has learned, paving the way for 
the FIFA council to approve the 
use of video reviews at the tour¬ 
nament in France. 

FIFA has faced criticism for 
not committing to using video as¬ 
sistant referees at the June 7-July 
7 Women’s World Cup just as they 
were for the men’s tournament for 
the first time in Russia last year. 

Amid growing demands for 
clarity on the deployment of VAR, 
United States women’s team coach 
Jill Ellis said it would be “insult¬ 
ing” if female players didn’t have 
an equal right to have decisions 
reviewed by video at their biggest 
tournament. England counterpart 
Phil Neville has also criticized the 
standard of refereeing in the wom¬ 
en’s game and the lack of technol¬ 
ogy which could reduce mistakes. 

FIFA only gave the first indica¬ 
tion on Monday that it does plan 
to use the technology in France 
after the AP discovered previ¬ 
ously undisclosed training with 
VARs was taking place in semi¬ 
nars and matches in Qatar. 


stop in the netting. 

“I had the right line coming 
in, that roll or jump had kind of 
a crown, it wasn’t exactly smooth 
and I think one of my skis hooked 
up and sent me into the panel,” 
she said. “The header into the 
fence wasn’t the best. 

“My immediate thought was 
‘What the hell? Why am I in the 
fence again?’ It was like, ‘Why am 
I here? I’m too old for this.’” 

Vonn was wearing a safety air 
bag device under her racing suit, 
which inflated as she tumbled 
over and softened the impact 
when she hit the safety nets. 

On a highly technical course, 
many other skiers also failed to 
finish their runs. American team¬ 
mate Laurenne Ross also crashed 
and of the 43 starters, 14 failed to 
finish. 

Mikaela Shiffrin won the race 
despite nearly making a similar 


“The final decision if VAR will 
be used at the Women’s World 
Cup will be taken by the FIFA 
council,” FIFA told The Associ¬ 
ated Press on Monday. 

Coroner: Foul ball in LA 
caused woman's death 

LOS ANGELES — A woman 
died as a result of being struck in 
the head by a foul ball at Dodger 
Stadium last August, according 
to a coroner’s report obtained by 
ESPN. 

Linda Goldbloom was celebrat¬ 
ing her 79th birthday and 59th 
wedding anniversary at a game 
Aug. 25 when a ball hit by a San 
Diego Padres player traveled over 
an area protected by netting and 
struck Goldbloom in the head. 
She died four days later at L.A. 
County-USC Medical Center. 

The Los Angeles County coro¬ 
ner’s report said trauma from the 
batted ball was the cause of death. 

The Dodgers said in a state¬ 
ment that the “matter has been 
resolved between the Dodgers 
and the Goldbloom family.” 

For the first time last season, 
all 30 major league ballparks had 
expanded protective netting that 


error to Vonn toward the end of 
her run, correcting her direction 
in mid-air as she, too, was head¬ 
ing directly into a gate. 

“I just squeaked by,” the Amer¬ 
ican said. “That’s the sport. It’s 
such a fine line between the risk 
you have to take in order to win 
and then the risk where you take 
it’s just a little bit too much.” 

Upon seeing Vonn’s crash, 
Shiffrin looked away from the 
big video screen in the finish 
area. Sofia Goggia, who took sil¬ 
ver, clasped her helmet with both 
hands, and the crowd gasped. 
One American fan appeared to be 
crying. 

“That’s Lindsey. She [goes] 100 
percent or nothing,” said Austri¬ 
an racer Nicole Schmidhofer, who 
finished 11th. “That’s why she has 
won so many races and why she’s 
an Olympic champion.” 


reached to at least the far ends of 
each dugout. The push for expan¬ 
sion increased in 2017 after a se¬ 
ries of spectator injuries. 

Kvitova testifies in knife 
attack trial 

PRAGUE — Australian Open 
finalist Petra Kvitova testified in 
the Czech Republic on Tuesday at 
the trial of the man who allegedly 
knifed her in her home. 

After the December 2016 attack 
in her home in Prostejov, Kvitova 
had surgery on injuries to her left 
hand. It took the tennis star more 
than five months to recover. 

Her testimony was requested 
by a lawyer for the suspect, the 
33-year-old Radim Zondra. 

Kvitova said she opened the 
door when Zondra rang the door¬ 
bell because she expected a pos¬ 
sible doping control. The suspect 
claimed he came to inspect her 
boiler. 

Kvitova said she suddenly felt he 
was holding a knife to her throat 
from behind. When she grabbed 
the knife, the blade damaged the 
tendons in her hand, along with 
all five fingers and two nerves 


By Jenna Fryer 

Associated Press 

CONCORD, N.C. — NASCAR 
announced Monday that it will 
disqualify race-winning cars 
that break the rules this season, 
confronting its longtime culture 
of cheating with a stringent new 
penalty system. 

“If you are illegal, you don’t win 
the race,” said Steve O’Donnell, 
NASCAR’s chief racing develop¬ 
ment officer. “We cannot allow 
inspection and penalties to con¬ 
tinue to be a prolonged story¬ 
line. Race vehicles are expected 
to adhere to the rule book from 
the opening of the garage to the 
checkered flag.” 

The new approach is a seismic 
shift for NASCAR because it tra¬ 
ditionally wanted fans to leave 
the event knowing who won the 
race. If a car failed inspection, 
either at the track or in a more 
thorough secondary teardown at 
NASCAR’s Research and Devel¬ 
opment Center in the days fol¬ 
lowing the race, driver and team 
were usually docked points, fined 
or in some cases had crew mem¬ 
bers suspended. 

The penalties were typically 
not announced until several days 
after the race. 

Inspections will now be com¬ 
pleted at the track, a process that 
should take about 90 minutes, and 
the winning team will lose its vic¬ 
tory if it fails. Disqualified cars 
will now lose points, purse money 
and even the trophy. 

Kevin Harvick’s race-winning 
car failed inspection twice last sea¬ 
son and both instances led to fines, 
suspensions and the loss of points. 
He won at Texas Motor Speedway 
in November to earn an automatic 
berth into the championship fi¬ 
nale, but that was stripped when 
his car failed the R&D inspection 
days after the race. 

Under the new system, the run¬ 
ner-up will be declared the win¬ 
ner and the team with the illegal 
car will receive only one champi¬ 
onship point. 

“We’re really looking at a total 
culture change,” O’Donnell said. 

The last driver believed to 
have been stripped outright of a 
national series victory was Dale 
Jarrett following a 1995 race in 
NASCAR’s second-tier series at 
Michigan. He was dropped to 
42nd when his Ford was found to 
have an illegally modified intake 
manifold two hours after the race. 

NASCAR will also change its 
process for cars that fail inspec¬ 
tion prior to qualifying and the 
race. 

It had devolved into comedy at 
times last season as teams used 
multiple attempts to get through 
inspection. NASCAR said it will 
now eject team members, dock 
practice time and, in an enhanced 
penalty, bar a car from trying to 


* We’re really 
looking at a total 
culture change. ’ 

Steve O’Donnell 

NASCAR’s chief racing 
development officer 


qualify for the race if it fails three 
times. A car that twice fails pre¬ 
race inspection will be sent to 
the back of the field at the start; a 
third failure will require a pass¬ 
through penalty at the start. 

“We’ve been through a deter¬ 
rence model where we’ve really 
worked with the race teams at the 
track and probably been more le¬ 
nient than we should in terms of 
the number of times teams can go 
through inspection and pass, fail 
and there’s almost incentive to 
try to get something by NASCAR, 
so we want to really reverse that 
trend,” O’Donnell said. “We’re 
going to put it on the teams to bring 
their equipment right. When they 
come to the track, we’ll be much 
less lenient as they go through 
technical inspection with stiffer 
penalties in terms of qualifying, 
and then ultimately during the 
race, obviously we want everyone 
to be racing straight up.” 

Qualifying: NASCAR will not 
go to a single-car qualifying for¬ 
mat this season despite a new 
racing rules package that will 
likely bunch the field into a pack. 
NASCAR even took a step toward 
ensuring the qualifying sessions 
are entertaining by shortening 
the first round at short tracks and 
intermediate speedways from 15 
minutes to 10. That will force driv¬ 
ers to get on the track and make 
their qualifying attempt rather 
than idling on pit road and trying 
to nail a fast lap as the clock ex¬ 
pired. The break between rounds 
will be trimmed from seven min¬ 
utes to five. 

Qualifying at superspeedways 
will remain two untimed rounds 
of single-lap qualifying. Road- 
course qualifying will continue to 
be two rounds at 25 minutes fol¬ 
lowed by a 10-minute final round. 

New car: The seventh-genera¬ 
tion stock car is on schedule to 
compete in 2021. A key goal in 
development is to strengthen the 
correlation between race cars and 
the model available to customers. 
NASCAR is courting additional 
manufacturers to join the sport 
and the Gen-7 car will aim to in¬ 
crease brand identity. NASCAR 
said it was near certain the new 
car will have a composite body. 

“I think you will see a new 
NASCAR in terms of what you 
may see on the track and what 
you may see under the hood,” 
O’Donnell said. 


Briefly 

Refs train on VAR for World Cup 
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Rockets guard James Harden scores in front of Suns forward Josh Jackson during the first half Monday 
in Phoenix. Harden had his 20th 40-point game of the season, scoring 44 in a 118-110 victory. 

Roundup 


Harden tops 40 again 


Associated Press 

PHOENIX — Another 40-point 
game for James Harden. That 
makes 20 of them this season. 

The reigning MVP scored 44 
points and the Houston Rockets 
beat Phoenix 118-110 on Monday 
night to hand the Suns their sea¬ 
son-worst 11th straight loss. 

Harden joined Wilt Chamber- 
lain, Michael Jordan and Rick 
Barry as the only players with 20 
games of at least 40 points in the 
first 50 of a season. 

Harden, who also had eight re¬ 
bounds and six assists, extended 
his streak of games with at least 
30 points to 27, third-longest in 
NBA history. The only longer 
streaks are 65 and 31 games, both 
by Chamberlain. 

“I’m just trying to keep going. 
Nothing can slow me down,” 
Harden said. “Nothing can stop 
me. I’m trying to give that same 
motivation to my teammates and 
it’s not about scoring, it’s about at¬ 
tacking the game, being aggres¬ 
sive with the game of basketball 
— defensively, offensively. That’s 
all I can give to them.” 

Chris Paul scored 18 and Ken¬ 
neth Faried had 17 points and 14 
rebounds for the Rockets, who 
were without two starters. 

Josh Jackson scored 25 points, 
Kelly Oubre Jr. 23 and Devin 
Booker 19 for the Suns. Dean- 
dre Ayton added 15 points and 11 
boards. Booker left in the fourth 
quarter with a tight hamstring. 

The Suns never led but stayed 
close through the first half before 
falling behing by 20 in the third 
quarter. 

The Suns tried a new defensive 


strategy on Harden and, overall 
results notwithstanding, it worked 
pretty well some of the time. 

“James forces teams to do a 
coverage that you usually don’t 
do,” Booker said. “It was new 
for us, first time to do it. ... I feel 
we did pretty well, kept it close, 
[were] in striking distance most 
of the game.” 

Bucks 113, Nets 94: Giannis 
Antetokounmpo had 30 points, 15 
rebounds and nine assists, and 
visiting Milwaukee beat cold¬ 
shooting Brooklyn. 

The injury-depleted Nets 
missed 19 of their first 20 three- 
point attempts, making it another 
easy night for the team with the 
NBA’s best record. Brooklyn fin¬ 
ished 5-for-42 (11.9 percent) be¬ 
hind the arc. 

Malcolm Brogdon added 16 
points and Eric Bledsoe had 15 for 
the Bucks, who won their fourth 
straight, all by double digits. 

D’Angelo Russell scored 18 
points for the Nets, who have 
been forced to go deep down their 
roster because of injuries and lost 
their third in a row. 

Pistons 129, Nuggets 103: 
Andre Drummond scored 14 of 
his season-high 27 points in the 
third quarter and host Detroit 
snapped Denver’s six-game win¬ 
ning streak. 

Detroit blew a 25-point lead in 
a loss to the Los Angeles Clip¬ 
pers on Saturday, but the Pistons 
poured it on this time. Blake Grif¬ 
fin added 17 points for Detroit, 
and Reggie Jackson scored 14. 

Trey Lyles had 20 points for the 
Nuggets, who dropped out of a tie 
with Golden State for the best re¬ 
cord in the Western Conference. 


Kings 127, Spurs 112: Rook¬ 
ie forward Marvin Bagley III had 
a career-high 24 points and 12 
rebounds for his third straight 
double-double, leading host Sac¬ 
ramento past San Antonio for its 
seventh straight home win. 

De’Aaron Fox added 20 points 
and Buddy Hield scored 18 to ex¬ 
tend Sacramento’s longest home 
winning streak since a 14-gamer 
in 2005-06. That was the last time 
the Kings made the playoffs, but 
Sacramento (28-25) is positioned 
to make a run at a postseason spot 
this season. 

DeMar DeRozan had 24 points 
and LaMarcus Aldridge added 22 
for the Spurs, who lost the opener 
of their annual eight-game rodeo 
road trip. 

Hawks 137, Wizards 129: 

Taurean Prince scored 12 of his 
21 points in the fourth quarter and 
hit five of Atlanta’s 20 three-point¬ 
ers against host Washington. 

Rookie guard Kevin Huerter 
added 19 points and also hit five 
threes in his return to the region 
where he played college ball at 
Maryland. Two of those threes 
came during an early 16-2 run 
that put the Hawks up 28-16 late 
in the first quarter. 

Pacers 109, Pelicans 107: 
Darren Collison capped a 22- 
point performance with a three- 
pointer, a 20-foot jumper with the 
shot clock winding down and a 
free throw during the final two 
minutes as Indiana held off de¬ 
pleted host New Orleans. 

Domantas Sabonis had 16 
points and 13 rebounds, and 
Myles Turner added 15 points 
and nine rebounds for the Pacers, 
who won their second straight. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

Toronto 38 16 .704 - 

Boston 34 19 .642 314 

Philadelphia 34 19 .642 3'A 

Brooklyn 28 27 .509 10'/2 

New York 10 42 .192 27 

Southeast Division 

Charlotte 26 26 .500 - 

Miami 24 27 .471 1VS 

Washington 22 31 .415 414 

Orlando 22 31 .415 4Vi 

Atlanta 18 35 .340 8V4 

Central Division 

Milwaukee 39 13 .750 - 

Indiana 34 19 .642 514 

Detroit 23 29 .442 16 

Chicago 12 41 .226 2754 

Cleveland 11 42 .208 2854 

Western Conference 


Southwest Division 


Houston 
San Antonio 

New Orleans 
Memphis 


31 22 .585 - 

32 23 .582 - 

24 28 .462 654 

23 31 .426 854 

" 33 .389 1054 


Northwest Division 

Denver 37 16 .698 - 

Oklahoma City 33 19 .635 354 

Portland 32 20 .615 454 

Utah 30 24 .556 754 

Minnesota 25 27 .481 1154 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 37 15 .712 - 

L.A. Clippers 29 25 .537 9 

Sacramento 28 25 .528 9V4 

L.A. Lakers 27 26 .509 1054 

Phoenix 11 44 .200 2754 

Sunday’s games 
Memphis 96, New York 84 
Boston 134, Oklahoma City 129 
Toronto 121, L.A. Clippers 103 
Monday’s games 
Atlanta 137, Washington 129 
Detroit 129, Denver 103 
Milwaukee 113, Brooklyn 94 
Indiana 109, New Orleans 107 
Houston 118, Phoenix 110 
Sacramento 127, San Antonio 112 
Tuesday’s games 
Boston at Cleveland 
L.A. Clippers at Charlotte 
L.A. Lakers at Indiana 
Detroit at New York 
Minnesota at Memphis 
Orlando at Oklahoma City 
Toronto at Philadelphia 
Miami at Portland 

Wednesday’s games 
Denver at Brooklyn 
New Orleans at Chicago 
Washington at Milwaukee 
Charlotte at Dallas 
Phoenix at Utah 
Houston at Sacramento 
San Antonio at Golden State 
Thursday’s games 
L.A. Clippers at Indiana 
Minnesota at Orlando 
Toronto at Atlanta 
L.A. Lakers at Boston 
Memphis at Oklahoma City 
San Antonio at Portland 

Monday 

Kings 127, Spurs 112 

SAN ANTONIO - Gay 5-14 1-1 11, Ber- 
tans 4-11 0-0 11, Aldridge 6-13 10-10 22, 
Forbes 5-12 0-0 12, DeRozan 10-15 4-6 24, 
Cunningham 1-1 0-0 3, Pondexter 0-0 0-0 
0, Metu 0-1 0-0 0, Poeltl 4-6 0-0 8, Gasol 
0-1 2-2 2, Mills 5-15 0-0 12, Belinelli 2-9 2-2 
7, Walker IV 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 42-98 19-21 
112 . 

SACRAMENTO - Shumpert 5-8 0-0 13, 
Bjelica 3-7 0-0 7, Cauley-Stein 3-7 3-6 9, 
Fox 9-12 1-3 20, Hield 5-12 5-6 18, Jackson 
0-2 0-0 0, Bagley III 10-17 3-4 24. 

5-8 1-2 11, Ferrell 7-7 1-2 19, Bogdanovic 

3-10 0-0 6. Totals 50-90 14-23 127. 

San Antonio 25 34 27 26-112 

Sacramento 37 26 35 29-127 

Three-point goals—San Antonio 9-32 
(Bertans 3-6, Forbes 2-7, Mills 2-8, Cun¬ 
ningham 1-1, Belinelli 1-7, Gay 0-1, Al¬ 
dridge 0-2), Sacramento 13-32 (Ferrell 4- 
4, Shumpert 3-5, Hield 3-8, Fox 1-1, Bagley 
III 1-4, Bjelica 1-5, Jackson 0-1, Bogda¬ 
novic 0-4). Rebounds—San Antonio 46 
(Aldridge 9), Sacramento 48 (Bagley III 
12). Assists—San Antonio 18 (DeRozan, 
Belinelli 4), Sacramento 26 (Fox, Shump¬ 
ert 6). Total Fouls—San Antonio 20, Sac¬ 
ramento 18. Technicals—Sacramento 
coach Kings (Defensive three second). 
A—16,245 (17,608). 

Rockets 118, Suns 110 

HOUSTON - Ennis III 5-11 0-0 13, Tuck¬ 
er 1-8 2-2 5, Faried 8-11 1-3 17, Harden 15- 
26 9-11 44, Paul 5-10 6-7 18, Nene 2-2 0-0 
4, Rivers 3-8 1-2 8, Green 4-11 0-0 9. Totals 
43-87 19-25 118. 

PHOENIX - Bridges 3-9 0-0 7, Jackson 
11-23 2-2 25, Ayton 7-11 1-1 15, Okobo 1-3 
0-0 2, Booker 7-12 5-7 19, Oubre Jr. 9-13 2-3 
23, Holmes 4-6 3-5 11, Crawford 3-7 0-0 8. 
Totals 45-84 13-18 110. 

Houston 32 31 31 24-118 

Phoenix 28 29 23 30-110 

Three-point goals—Houston 13-41 
(Harden 5-13, Ennis III 3-8, Paul 2-4, Riv¬ 
ers 1-4, Tucker 1-6, Green 1-6), Phoenix 
7-25 (Oubre Jr. 3-4, Crawford 2-6, Jack- 
son 1-5, Bridges 1-6, Okobo 0-1, Ayton 
0-1, Booker 0-2). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Houston 43 (Faried 14), Phoe¬ 
nix 38 (Ayton 11). Assists—Houston 19 
(Harden 6), Phoenix 29 (Crawford 9). 
Total Fouls—Houston 19, Phoenix 20. 
A-15,740 (18,422). 


Pacers 109, Pelicans 107 

INDIANA - Bogdanovic 4-12 3-5 14, 
Young 6-10 2-2 14, Turner 5-17 5-7 15, Col¬ 
lison 9-14 1-2 22, Joseph 2-7 0-0 5, Sabonis 

7- 9 2-2 16, Leaf 2-3 0-0 5, A.Holiday 2-5 3-4 
8, Sumner 0-2 1-2 1, Evans 4-12 0-0 9. To¬ 
tals 41-91 17-24 109. 

NEW ORLEANS - Miller 5-13 2-3 16, 
Williams 3-13 0-0 8, Okafor 11-16 3-3 25, 
Jackson 2-7 0-0 5, J.Holiday 6-15 7-9 19, 
Hill 0-0 2-2 2, Diallo 5-8 2-3 12, Frazier 0-3 
2-2 2, Clark 7-15 2-2 18. Totals 39-90 20- 
24 107. 

Indiana 25 28 30 26-109 

New Orleans 20 30 24 33-107 

Three-point goals—Indiana 10-28 
(Bogdanovic 3-5, Collison 3-6, Leaf 1- 
2, A.Holiday 1-3, Evans 1-3, Joseph 1-4, 
Sumner 0-1, Turner 0-4), New Orleans 
9-38 (Miller 4-11, Clark 2-7, Williams 2-8, 
Jackson 1-3, Frazier 0-2, J.Holiday 0-7). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Indiana 
43 (Sabonis 13), New Orleans 55 (Di¬ 
allo 14). Assists—Indiana 25 (Collison 
6), New Orleans 26 (J.Holiday 9). Total 
Fouls—Indiana 17, New Orleans 19. Tech¬ 
nicals—Sabonis, Indiana coach Nate Mc¬ 
Millan, New Orleans coach Alvin Gentry. 
A-15,780 (16,867). 

Bucks 113, Nets 94 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 4-12 4-4 12, 
Antetokounmpo 12-19 6-8 30, Lopez 3-7 
0-0 8, Bledsoe 6-16 2-2 15, Brogdon 7-16 
0-0 16, Wilson 2-8 0-4 6, Wood 1-1 3-5 5, 
Ilyasova 2-8 0-0 4, Hill 1-3 2-2 5, Snell 2-4 
0-0 5, Connaughton 2-4 0-0 5, Brown 1-3 
0-0 2. Totals 43-101 17-25 113. 

BROOKLYN - Kurucs 2-10 0-0 5, Gra¬ 
ham 2-7 2-2 7, Allen 4-7 0-0 8, Russell 7-20 
2-2 18, Napier 4-15 7-7 15, Carroll 2-11 4-5 
8, Hollis-Jefferson 3-6 0-1 6, Creek 3-5 2-3 
8, Williams 1-3 0-0 2, Davis 1-3 1-2 3, Musa 
2-6 0-0 4, Pinson 2-9 5-6 10. Totals 33-102 
23-28 94. 

Milwaukee 23 28 36 26-113 

Brooklyn 17 25 22 30- 94 

Three-point goals—Milwaukee 10-39 
(Lopez 2-5, Wilson 2-6, Brogdon 2-7, Con¬ 
naughton 1-1, Snell 1-2, HiTI 1-3, Bledsoe 

1- 7, Brown 0-2, Ilyasova 0-2, Antetok¬ 
ounmpo 0-2, Middleton 0-2), Brooklyn 5- 
42 (Russell 2-6, Graham 1-5, Pinson 1-5, 
Kurucs 1-6, Allen 0-1, Creek 0-1, Hollis-Jef¬ 
ferson 0-2, Carroll 0-3, Musa 0-3, Napier 
0-10). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Mil¬ 
waukee 59 (Antetokounmpo 15), Brook¬ 
lyn 56 (Allen 11). Assists—Milwaukee 29 
(Antetokounmpo 9), Brooklyn 23 (Russell 
5). Total Fouls—Milwaukee 20, Brooklyn 
21. A-16,209 (17,732). 

Hawks 137, Wizards 129 

ATLANTA - Prince 7-10 2-2 21, Collins 

4- 9 7-8 15, Dedmon 5-8 2-3 12, Young 2-13 

5- 6 10, Huerter 6-10 2-2 19, Bembry 2-4 0-0 
4, Spellman 6-12 0-0 16, Len 0-2 2-2 2, Lin 
4-9 3-3 11, Carter 6-8 0-0 16, Bazemore 4-7 

2- 3 11. Totals 46-92 25-29 137. 

WASHINGTON - Ariza 9-19 4-5 25, 
Porter Jr. 5-13 3-6 13, Bryant 1-3 0-0 2, 
Satoransky 3-4 4-6 11, Beal 11-24 1-2 27, 
Dekker 0-0 0-0 0, Green 9-19 6-6 26, Ma- 
hinmi 2-3 1-1 5, Randle 0-1 0-0 0, McRae 

8- 11 2-3 20. Totals 48-97 21-29 129. 

Atlanta 35 26 38 38-137 

Washington 20 37 32 40-129 

Three-point goals—Atlanta 20-41 
(Prince 5-7, Huerter 5-7, Carter 4-6, Spell¬ 
man 4-6, Bazemore 1-2, Young 1-6, Bem¬ 
bry 0-1, Dedmon 0-2, Lin 0-4), Washing¬ 
ton 12-38 (Beal 4-9, Ariza 3-11, McRae 2-3, 
Green 2-9, Satoransky 1-1, Randle 0-1, 
Porter Jr. 0-4). Fouled Out—Dedmon. Re¬ 
bounds—Atlanta 51 (Collins 11), Wash¬ 
ington 39 (Porter Jr. 8). Assists—Atlanta 
29 (Young 10), Washington 34 (Satoran¬ 
sky 9). Total Fouls—Atlanta 22, Washing¬ 
ton 20. A-15,025 (20,356). 

Pistons 129, Nuggets 103 

DENVER - Barton 3-9 3-4 10, Plumlee 

6- 11 3-8 15, Jokic 7-17 2-3 16, Morris 8-13 
0-0 18, Beasley 6-13 1-1 16, Hernangomez 

2- 6 1-3 6, Craig 0-4 0-0 0, Lyles 8-13 2-3 20, 
Lydon 0-1 0-0 0, Goodwin 1-5 0-0 2. Totals 
41-92 12-22 103. 

DETROIT - Bullock 4-9 0-0 11, Griffin 6- 
8 4-5 17, Drummond 12-14 3-3 27, Jackson 

6-11 0-0 14, Brown 0-3 0-0 0, Johnson 7-10 

3- 3 21, Leuer 0-0 0-0 0, Pachulia 1-3 2-4 4, 
Galloway 6-13 3-3 18, Calderon 0-0 0-0 0, 
Smith 1-6 0-0 3, K.Thomas 0-2 0-0 0, Ken- 
nard 5-9 2-2 14. Totals 48-88 17-20 129. 

Denver 36 19 28 20-103 

Detroit 34 34 29 32-129 

Three-point goals—Denver 9-28 (Bea¬ 
sley 3-5, Morris 2-5, Lyles 2-6, Barton 1- 
2, Hernangomez 1-3, Craig 0-1, Plumlee 
0-1, Goodwin 0-2, Jokic 0-3), Detroit 16- 
37 (Johnson 4-5, Bullock 3-7, Galloway 
3-8, Jackson 2-5, Kennard 2-5, Griffin 1- 
1, Smith 1-2, K.Thomas 0-1, Brown 0-3). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Denver 
32 (Plumlee 11), Detroit 53 (Drummond 
12). Assists—Denver 28 (Barton 7), De¬ 
troit 32 (Smith 5). Total Fouls-Denver 19, 
Detroit 20. Technicals—Pachulia, Leuer. 
A—12,589 (20,491). 


Leaders 

Scoring 


Harden, HOU 
Davis, NOR 
Curry, GOL 
George, OKC 
Durant, GOL 
Leonard, TOR 
Embiid, PHL 
Antetkounmpo, 
Lillard, POR 
Griffin, DET 


_j FT 

50 533 513 
41 430 303 
41 400 181 

51 475 280 

52 500 334 
40 381 259 

49 441 396 
MIL 49 480 323 

51 443 316 

50 442 295 


PTS AVG 

1825 36.5 
1203 29.3 
1196 29.2 
1419 27.8 
1430 27.5 
1094 27.4 
1335 27.2 
1306 26.7 
1347 26.4 
1300 26.0 
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Around the NBA 


Gasol, Conley eager for trade resolutions 



By Brian Mahoney 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Marc Gasol forgot his 
cellphone overnight on the Grizzlies’ team 
bus over the weekend, giving himself some 
stress-free time in New York. 

“I’m like, if I get traded then so be it,” 
Gasol said. 

He and Mike Conley won’t be able to 
hide quite so easily the next few days. 

The NBA trade deadline is Thursday 
afternoon, and Memphis has told the fran¬ 
chise mainstays it is listening to offers for 
both. Conley acknowledges it will be an 
emotional week envisioning the end of an 
era. 

“Before I would have said no, it wouldn’t 
have been on my mind, not having been in 
this situation,” he said. “But I’m not going 
to lie, it’s going to creep in because you 
know that it’s possible that one or both will 
be gone, and either way it’ll be the last time 
we’re playing together with him, or for the 
team, or whatever.” 

The Grizzlies have fallen out of the play¬ 
off race, but teams who are in it might be 
interested in adding one of the respected 
veterans. During games or at home with 
the family, Gasol said it’s easy to ignore 
the trade chatter. But the Grizzlies have 
been on the road, with plenty of time alone 
in hotel rooms where the mind tends to 
wander. 

“So yeah, it is a little weird, but it’s coming 
to an end one way or another,” Gasol said. 

Conley is eager for that. 

“You look forward to that deadline pass¬ 
ing,” Conley said. “Either way it goes, you 
just want to get clarity and understand 
your situation going forward, and you try 
to block it out but it’s hard. Everybody who 
texts you or talks to you in person men¬ 
tions something about it, so it’s hard to run 
from it. But you just hope for the week to 
get through real quick and get back to busi¬ 
ness, whether it’s here or anywhere else.” 

Dirk's work 

Dirk Nowitzki might have one of the bus¬ 


iest schedules at All-Star weekend. 

He’s an honorary coach of the World 
team at the Rising Stars Challenge. The 
next night, he’ll take part in the three-point 
contest. Finally, he’ll play in the All-Star 
Game after he and Dwyane Wade were 
selected by Commissioner Adam Silver as 
special roster additions. 

It’s a pretty full workload for anyone. 

Imagine what it takes to handle an NBA 
season at age 40. 

“If anybody knew the amount of work 
that he’s put in to get to a point where he 
can come out on the floor and help our 
team and still shoot the ball the way he 
shoots it and scramble around and defend, 
they’d be absolutely amazed,” Dallas coach 
Rick Carlisle said. 

Nowitzki missed the start of his record- 
tying 21st season after a lengthy recovery 
from left ankle surgery last April. 

That’s made it hard even for the NBA’s 
No. 7 career scorer to find a rhythm. He 
reached double digits only twice in his first 
20 games. 

“It hasn’t been a smooth season for me 
with sitting out right during training camp 
for about eight weeks and then battling 
an uphill battle to try to come back at 40 
in the middle of the season, so it’s been 
frustrating at times,” Nowitzki said. “I’m 
sure the guys saw that at times where I 
wasn’t happy and I was still trying to push 
through, and I’m going to do my work on 
off days so I can at least play at a decent 
level and still hopefully enjoy the rest of 
the season a little more than I did the first, 
whatever, 20 games.” 

Nowitzki scored a season-high 14 points 
last Wednesday at New York, where he was 
treated to warm ovations from fans in what 
could be his final season. Carlisle seemed 
moved as he talked about a player he said 
fans view as one of their own. 

“It’s a respect thing and it’s one of the 
reasons that I’m taking in every moment of 
this, and I do see the amount of work that he 
puts in to get on the floor and help,” Carlisle 
said. “I can’t begin to tell you all the things 
that he’s had to do, but he’s been slugging it 
out and it’s just been great to see.” 


All-Star, movie star 

Karl-Anthony Towns is not only a two- 
time All-Star, but about to be a two-time 
movie star. 

The latter comes on the same day. 

The Minnesota Timberwolves forward/ 
center is in a pair of films that debut Fri¬ 
day. He plays himself in “What Men Want,” 
in which Taraji P. Henson stars as an NBA 
agent trying to land the No. 1 pick, who in 
one scene gets to have a conversation with 


Towns, one of his heroes. 

Towns treated staff from the Timber- 
wolves and the WNBA’s Lynx to a screen¬ 
ing of the film last week. 

Also Friday, “High Flying Bird” will 
begin being streamed on Netflix. Directed 
by Academy Award winner Steven Soder¬ 
bergh, it’s a fictional tale of an agent man¬ 
aging a rookie client during a lockout and 
features interviews with Towns, plus Dono¬ 
van Mitchell and Reggie Jackson, discuss¬ 
ing their real-life early NBA experiences. 


Reeling Heat face daunting stretch on the road 



Brynn Anderson/AP 


Heat guard Dwyane Wade has 
only missed the playoffs twice 
in his career, a streak that could 
be in jeopardy as Miami begins 
a tough six-game road stretch 
ahead of the All-Star break. 


By Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 

MIAMI — Dwyane Wade has 
missed the playoffs only twice in 
his career, and the Miami Heat 
aren’t exactly looking like a sure 
bet to get him one more trip to the 
postseason before retirement. 

And a struggling team has no 
relief in sight, either. 

The Heat play their next six 
contests on the road, a daunting 
stretch that started Tuesday in 
Portland then moves to Sacra¬ 
mento, Golden State, Denver and 
Dallas in the last game before the 
All-Star break — then Philadel¬ 
phia for the first game after the 
break. Entering Monday’s games, 
four of those teams rank among 
the NBA’s top 10 this season, and 
those six foes have a combined 
winning percentage of .610. 

All that comes with Miami cur¬ 
rently having a tenuous grip, at 
best, on the last playoff spot in 
the Eastern Conference — not at 
all helped by losing three home 


games in a four-day span last 
week. 

“We’ve got to figure it out, 
man,” said Wade, the 13-time All- 
Star in his 16th and final NBA 
season. “Like I tell the guys, it is 
not going to get any easier. We are 
going on a hell of a road trip. This 
five-game road trip is the tough¬ 
est stretch of the season.” 

Then again, it might be exactly 
what Miami needs. 

The Heat are very difficult 
to figure out in many respects. 
When they boarded the plane for 
the six-hour flight to Portland on 
Monday morning, they were 25th 
in the NBA in home winning per¬ 
centage and 26th in scoring per 
game, both of which are awful. 
They’re also seventh-best in road 
winning percentage and third- 
best in points allowed per game, 
obviously superb in those areas. 

They’re also last in the NBA in 
free-throw shooting, but fourth- 
best in the league in field goal- 
percentage defense. 


Go figure. There’s a lot of re¬ 
ally good, a lot of really bad, and 
the result is a 24-27 record with 
31 games left. 

“Do you want everything laid 
out perfectly for you in this as¬ 
sociation? No,” Heat coach Erik 
Spoelstra said. “This league, save 
for maybe one team, is about 
dealing with adversity, dealing 
with competition, dealing with 
things that don’t necessarily go 
your way and seeing how you re¬ 
spond to it collectively, seeing if 
you can become something new 
and something better from tough 
times.” 

The high-water mark for the 
Heat this season has been one 
game over .500 — done on three 
occasions, at 3-2,19-18 and 21-20. 
They’re on their fourth different 
three-game losing streak of the 
season. 

If things don’t change in a 
hurry, it could get much worse. 

“If we don’t want to go 0-8 in 
the last eight, then we’ve got to 


figure out a way to get out of the 
rut,” Wade said. 

When the All-Star break ends, 
the Heat could get point guard 
Goran Dragic back following 
about a two-month absence for 
knee surgery. Derrick Jones Jr., 
who was becoming a key part of 
things for the Heat on both ends, 
is recovering from two bone 
bruises in his knee. Help is com¬ 
ing, eventually. 

In the short term, though, the 
Heat are who they are. 

And Wade’s playoff plans might 
depend on what happens over the 
next couple of weeks, with De¬ 
troit, Washington and Orlando all 
within three games of the Heat 
for the No. 8 spot in the East. 

“We’re hitting up against a wall 
right now,” Spoelstra said. “And 
we have to find maybe a different 
path instead of just trying to bang 
our head right through it. But no, 
I’m not frustrated. I’m invigo¬ 
rated. I want to figure this out for 
this team.” 
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Louisville guard Ryan McMahon, left, drives against Virginia Tech 
guard Nickeil Alexander-Walker during the first half on Monday. 

Top 25 roundup 


McMahon shoots 
Louisville past 
No. 11 Va. Tech 


Associated Press 

BLACKSBURG, Va. — Ryan 
McMahon knows No. 16 Louis¬ 
ville’s offense is likely to change, 
and quickly, when he makes a 
three-pointer. 

How quickly? 

“The next possession,” he said 
Monday night after scoring 12 
points in a span of 83 seconds in 
the second half as the Cardinals 
used a 14-3 run to pull away and 
beat No. 11 Virginia Tech 72- 
64 on Monday night. “(Christen 
Cunningham) and (Dwayne Sut¬ 
ton), they do a great job just when 
I hit one they keep going back to 
me until the well is dry.” 

McMahon had just three points 
before he made three free throws 
with 11:53 to play. He then added 
three three-pointers, the last with 
10:30 left, to bolster the Cardinals 
(17-6, 8-2 Atlantic Coast Confer¬ 
ence). It is Louisville’s 15th con¬ 
secutive victory in the series. 

“He does it in practice all the 
time, so it’s not really a surprise 
when he makes one or two. You 
know the next one is going to go 
in and the next one,” said Jordan 
Nwora, who along with Sutton 
added 15 points. 

McMahon finished with 17 
points, his second-highest total of 
the season. 

“For Ryan to do what he did 
there in the middle of the sec¬ 
ond half just took some wind out 
of their sails,” coach Chris Mack 
said 


Kerry Blackshear Jr. scored 
21 points and Nickeil Alexander- 
Walker 17 for the Hokies (18-4, 7- 
3), who lost for the first time in 12 
home games. 

No. 17 Iowa State 75, Okla¬ 
homa 74: Lindell Wigginton 
scored 17 points to help lead the 
visiting Cyclones to a victory over 
the Sooners. 

Marial Shayok added 16 points, 
10 in the final eight minutes, in¬ 
cluding a crucial off-balance 
three-pointer as the shot clock 
expired with 1:19 remaining, for 
Iowa State (18-5,7-3 Big 12). Sha¬ 
yok, who shot just 2-for-7 for six 
points through the first 32-plus 
minutes, also had eight rebounds 
and five assists as the Cyclones 
won their fourth straight. 

Kristian Doolittle had 19 points 
and nine rebounds, while Brady 
Manek scored 16 for Oklahoma 
(15-8, 3-7), which has lost three 
in a row. 

No. 18 Texas Tech 81, West 
Virginia 50: Brandone Francis 
scored a season-high 16 points 
and the host Red Raiders over¬ 
whelmed the Mountaineers. 

Texas Tech (18-5, 6-4 Big 12), 
which lost four of its previous five 
Big 12 games, took control with a 
13-0 run midway through the first 
half. That was part of a stretch 
during which West Virginia 
missed 11 consecutive shots in a 
span of more than 15 minutes. 

West Virginia (10-13, 2-8) fin¬ 
ished 9-for-39 shooting overall. 


Flores goes from 
champs to Dolphins 


By Steven Wine 

Associated Press 

DAVIE, Fla. — When Brian 
Flores was asked how he cel¬ 
ebrated winning the Super Bowl 
with the Patriots, he paused for 
several seconds and laughed. 

“I kissed my wife on the field,” 
Flores said. 

Then it was on to the next chal¬ 
lenge, and a big one — fixing the 
Miami Dolphins. Flores, the New 
England linebackers coach and 
defensive play-caller, was hired 
Monday as Miami’s head coach. 

He accepted the job hours after 
helping the Patriots shut down 
the high-scoring Los Angeles 
Rams for a 13-3 victory Sunday 
night in Atlanta. 

“It has been a whirlwind 24 
hours,” Flores said with a smile at 
a news conference that drew two 
dozen cameras. 

“Looking at this crowd here, 
you’d think we won the Super 
Bowl,” Miami owner Stephen 
Ross said. “I’ve never seen this 
many people in this room. ... To 
me, you start an organization by 
signing a great leader. I believe 
we’ve found that leader.” 

Flores was the first person the 
Dolphins interviewed after they 
fired coach Adam Gase on Dec. 
31. They decided on Jan. 11 to 
offer the job to Flores but had to 
wait until New England’s season 
ended to complete an agreement. 


“I wasn’t in a rush to become 
a head coach,” said Flores, 37. “I 
had a good job in New England.” 

Flores said the job with the Pa¬ 
triots’ longtime AFC East foil was 
appealing because he shared a vi¬ 
sion with general manager Chris 
Grier on how to build a winner. 

He has a long relationship with 
Grier, who took charge of football 
operations in the recent organiza¬ 
tional shake-up. Both started as 
scouts for the Patriots. 

While preparing for the Super 
Bowl, Flores also began to hire a 
Miami staff. The group is expect¬ 
ed to include former Colts and 
Lions head coach Jim Caldwell 
as assistant head coach, Patriots 
receivers coach Chad O’Shea as 
offensive coordinator and Pack¬ 
ers assistant Patrick Graham as 
defensive coordinator. 

The son of Honduran immi¬ 
grants, Flores grew up in Brook¬ 
lyn and has spent his entire 
coaching career with the Patri¬ 
ots. He joined them in 2004 and 
became their de facto defensive 
coordinator a year ago after Matt 
Patricia left to join the Lions as 
their head coach. 

Flores is the ninth former as¬ 
sistant to Bill Belichick to become 
a head coach. 

“I think he’ll be awesome,” 
Patriots cornerback Devin Mc- 
Courty said. “But he’s in the divi¬ 
sion, so I told him he can’t win too 
many games.” 


Waiting game over: 
Bengals hire Taylor 


By Joe Kay 

Associated Press 

CINCINNATI — After 16 years 
without a playoff win under Mar¬ 
vin Lewis, the Bengals decided to 
try something different. But they 
had to wait more than a month 
before hiring Zac Taylor as their 
next coach in hopes of ending a 
long streak of futility. 

The Rams quarterbacks coach 
reached a deal Monday a few hours 
after LA’s 13-3 loss to the Patriots 
in the Super Bowl. Cincinnati had 
to wait until after the title game to 
make his hiring official. The Ben¬ 
gals and Dolphins were the last 
two teams to fill head coaching 
vacancies, with Miami hiring the 
Patriots’ Brian Flores. 

After three straight losing sea¬ 
sons and 28 years without a play¬ 
off victory, Cincinnati joined the 
latest wave — turning to a young, 
offensive-minded coach. 

“Zach is a bright coach with an 
offensive mind and background, 
which is important to have in to¬ 
day’s NFL,” owner Mike Brown 
said in a statement. “And he’s 
young. He embraces new ideas 
and new ways to do things, which 
will be a good thing for us.” 

The Bengals were to intro¬ 
duce Taylor on Tuesday in what 
amounts to a homecoming for the 
35-year-old coach. 


Taylor was offensive coordina¬ 
tor at the University of Cincin¬ 
nati in 2016, when the Bearcats 
finished 4-8. Coach Tommy Tu- 
berville was replaced after the 
season, and Taylor headed back 
to the NFL. 

During his one year in town, the 
Bengals were starting their streak 
of three straight losing seasons 
that ultimately cost Lewis his job. 

Taylor is taking a cue from a 
former NFL head coach in how to 
handle his new job. 

“My father-in-law, Mike Sher¬ 
man, coached a long, long time, 
and he just said, ‘Be true to your¬ 
self. Be who you are, and people 
will follow you,”’ Taylor said 
during Super Bowl week. “And I 
found that way to work for me.” 

His challenge is reminiscent 
of what Lewis faced when he ar¬ 
rived in 2003. He’ll be counted 
upon to win games, but also to 
win back fans turned off by the 
owner’s aversion to change. 

Brown was loyal to Lewis and 
stuck with him despite an 0-7 
mark in the playoffs. 

Crowds at Paul Brown Stadium 
have shrunk each of the last three 
years, with the Bengals finish¬ 
ing next-to-last in the NFL atten¬ 
dance last season. By bringing 
in an outsider as head coach, the 
Bengals hope to send a message 
that things are changing. 



Michael Dwyer/AP 


Tom Brady rides a duck boat 
during the Patriots’ parade 
through Boston on Tuesday. 

We want 7: 
Fans fete 
Patriots 

By Philip Marcelo 

Associated Press 

BOSTON — Hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of jubilant fans jammed 
downtown Boston on Tuesday 
for a parade celebrating the New 
England Patriots’ sixth Super 
Bowl title, clamoring for more 
with cheers of “We want seven!” 
and “Next year, right here!” 

A party atmosphere enveloped 
the city as fans clad in team garb 
packed sidewalks in the mild 
weather and stood on tiptoe for 
a glimpse of quarterback Tom 
Brady, coach Bill Belichick and 
the rest of the team. Red, white 
and blue confetti rained down. 

It’s a familiar feeling in Bos¬ 
ton. The parade came just four 
months after the city feted the 
Red Sox for their fourth World 
Series championship in 15 years. 

“Getting to see Tom Brady 
again is always a special day, but 
the Patriots are amazing. Six¬ 
time champs,” fan Lauren Mills 
said, adding that she still hasn’t 
had her fill. Her message to 
Brady: “Go for No. 7. He still has 
how many fingers left? You know, 
four more rings to go.” 

Fresh from Sunday’s 13-3 victo¬ 
ry over the Los Angeles Rams in 
the Super Bowl in Atlanta, team 
members and their families took 
a 2-mile swing through the city 
aboard Boston’s iconic World War 
II-era amphibious “duck boats.” 

Brady held his pigtailed daugh¬ 
ter, Vivian, and they waved and 
grinned at the crowd as players 
and team owner Robert Kraft 
took turns holding aloft the Lom¬ 
bardi Trophy. Belichick and his 
partner, Linda Holliday, beamed, 
and the storied coach doffed his 
cap. 

Star tight end Rob Gronkows- 
ki, who has talked about retir¬ 
ing after this latest NFL title, 
whooped it up with his brothers 
and father. He and several other 
players removed their shirts and 
spent the second half of the pa¬ 
rade cavorting bare-chested. 

They waved large signs that 
read, “We Got Everything” — a 
twist on the Patriots’ motivation¬ 
al hashtag, “Everything We Got,” 
that had become a theme this 
season. 
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SUPER BOWL 


Commentary 


Defenders 
get no love 
from voters 


By Arnie Stapleton 

Associated Press 


In a Super Bowl snoozer featuring a sin¬ 
gle touchdown by victorious New England 
and the high-scoring, newfangled, all-the- 
rage Los Angeles Rams managing a mea¬ 
sly three points, the MVP trophy went to 
Patriots receiver Julian Edelman. 

Where’s the love for the defense? 

Sure, Edelman caught 10 passes for 141 
yards, including two grabs on the drive that 
ended with rookie run¬ 
ning back Sony Michel 
plowing into the end 
zone with the game’s 
lone touchdown. 

Yet, if there ever was 
a case for another de¬ 
fensive MVP like Von 
Miller in Super Bowl 
50, this was it. 

Of 54 MVPs (Cow¬ 
boys DT Randy White 
and DE Harvey Mar- 

tine unc if tin shared the honor in 
' 1978), 42 have been of¬ 
fensive players, 11 were defenders and one 
was a special teamer (Desmond Howard in 
1997). 

There were plenty of worthy candidates 
from the Patriots defense that hit Goff 16 
times, collected four sacks, broke up eight 
passes and picked off another. 

Two defenders really stood out: 

■ Jason McCourty raced across the field 
to break up a would-be touchdown toss to 
Brandin Cooks, who was wide open — but 
... had ... to ... wait ... forever ... for Jared 


If there 
ever was 
a case for 
another 
defensive 
MVP like 
Von Miller 
in Super 
Bowl 50, 


Goff’s rainbow pass that was knocked away 
just as it arrived. 

■ Stephon Gilmore intercepted Goff’s 
pass in front of his end zone with 4:17 re¬ 
maining on a pass intended for Cooks to 
seal the sixth title for Tom Brady, who out¬ 
played Goff, and Bill Belichick, who out¬ 
smarted Sean McVay. 

Calais Campbell, for one, insists Gilm¬ 
ore was the real MVP of SB53 after forc¬ 
ing a fumble, intercepting a pass, breaking 
up three other throws and collecting five 
tackles. 

“The offense only scores 13 points and 
they give MVP to Edelman but the D only 
gives up 3 points and Gilmore” does all 
of that, Campbell complained on social 
media. “Smh no respect for the master¬ 
piece on defense.” 

The Rams may very well represent the 
future with their 33-year-old coach and 24- 
year-old quarterback, but the 66-year-old 
coach and his 41-year-old QB still reign su¬ 
preme in 2019 — thanks again to a defense 
that allowed the duo to survive another 
masterful game plan by Rams defensive 
coordinator Wade Phillips. 

Brady’s worst Super Bowl—three scores 
in 11 drives that didn’t end in kneel-downs 
— also was his easiest — a 10-point margin 
of victory was his highest ever. 

McVay and Goff both accepted the blame 
for a miserable showing in which the Rams 
never adjusted to New England’s zone de¬ 
fense and aggressive D-line and managed 
to score just once in a dozen drives, the 
first eight of which ended in punts. 

When it was over, the high-flying Rams, 
who led the NFC in scoring with a 33-point 
average, had nine punts, an interception, a 
field goal and a missed field goal to show 
for all that firepower. 



Carolyn Kaster/AP 

Quarterback Jared Goff, right, and the Rams’ high-powered offense were completely neutralized by the Patriots in the Super Bowl. 


Looking to the future 

Rams’ McVay determined to learn from humbling loss 


By Greg Beacham 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA 

ean McVay has had very few bad 
days during his two seasons in 
charge of the Los Angeles Rams. 
His coaching tenure had been a 
rocket ride all the way to the Super Bowl. 

Until Bill Belichick sent this bright foot¬ 
ball mind and his exciting team plummet¬ 
ing back to Earth. 

What McVay does about it will determine 
whether the Rams are still an ascending 
powerhouse or another NFL contender 
broken by the New England Patriots. 

After Belichick’s defense turned McVay’s 
offense into the worst version anyone had 
ever seen, the Rams’ 33-year-old offensive 
guru was visibly frustrated and embar¬ 
rassed. His clenched jaw in postgame in¬ 
terviews also signified a determination to 
never let it happen again. 

“The thing that is so tough about all of 
this is the finality to it,” McVay said Sun¬ 
day night after his Rams failed to score a 
touchdown for only the second time in his 
36 games in charge. “Usually, if you go 
through some adversity, you get a chance 
to bounce back right away. This one is 
going to stick with you. It just stings in your 
gut. I’m still kind of numb right now, but 
I have so much love for these players and 
these coaches. That’s where it really eats 
at you, because you feel like you didn’t do 
your part to help them achieve success. 

“This is going to be a very humbling, 
tough one that you learn from. But you 
have to demonstrate that mental toughness 
you talk about, and that is all I know how 
to do.” 

McVay could have been speaking partly 
to convince himself after he coached only 



Chuck Burton/AP 


Rams head coach Sean McVay, 33, said 
the finality of the game left him “numb.” 

the second team in 53 Super Bowls to fail 
to score a touchdown. The wunderkind’s 
confidence appeared to be shaken to its 
core by a New England defense that held 
the 11th highest-scoring team in NFL his¬ 
tory to 260 total yards, six first downs in 
the first three quarters and their fewest 
points in McVay’s era. 

“It’s embarrassing,” left tackle Andrew 
Whitworth said. “It stings to play that way. 
You’d almost rather score a ton and lose 
that way, but that would take away from 
what the defense did. They gave us every 
opportunity to win.” 

McVay thrives on X’s and O’s, and he 
will have six months to scheme new ways 
to attack the similar zone defenses used 
late in the year by Detroit, Chicago and 
New England to throttle the Rams’ passing 
game. He also will endeavor to teach Jared 
Goff to make better decisions under pres¬ 
sure after the young quarterback’s stinker 
of a Super Bowl. 


General manager Les Snead has big calls 
to make on soon-to-be free agents and ros¬ 
ter vacancies. The Rams will return with a 
wealth of talent, but they must determine 
whether their 4-3 record in their final 
seven games was a sign of bigger flaws. 

Financially speaking, the Rams’ cham¬ 
pionship window remains wide open for at 
least one more season before Goff likely 
gets a significant raise and consumes a 
larger chunk of their cap space in 2020. 
They can deal with their disappointment 
by adding players, not culling them — and 
after the bold moves of the last offseason, 
there is no reason to suspect the Rams 
won’t go all-in again in 2019. 

Although the Rams are hurting, a fran¬ 
chise with 13 consecutive non-winning 
seasons before McVay arrived is not like¬ 
ly to panic over one Super Bowl setback, 
particularly since much of its core — run¬ 
ning back Todd Gurley, two-time Defen¬ 
sive Player of the Year Aaron Donald and 
1,200-yard receivers Brandin Cooks and 
Robert Woods — is locked into place with 
long-term deals. 

“The first thing (Super Bowl MVP) 
Julian Edelman said to me when I con¬ 
gratulated him after the game was, ‘You 
guys are going to be really good for a long 
time,”’ Whitworth said. 

Los Angeles’ unrestricted free agents 
include defensive tackle Ndamukong Suh, 
safety Lamarcus Joyner, edge rusher Dante 
Fowler and left guard Rodger Saffold. 

Although Suh loves living in LA and got 
his first career playoff victory this season, 
he likely could make more money else¬ 
where. The Rams must think about using 
the franchise tag on Fowler, who clearly 
would like to stay. 

“We’ll be ready next year,” Fowler said 
after the Super Bowl. 
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SKIING 
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Lindsey Vonn is assisted after crashing Tuesday during the women’s super-G at the World Championships in Are, Sweden. Vonn is retiring after the downhill on Sunday. 


'I’m too old for this’ 


Vonn crashes out in penultimate race before retiring; Shiffrin wins super-G gold 


By Andrew Dampf 

Associated Press 

ARE, Sweden — One of the hallmarks 
of Lindsey Vonn’s career has been the way 
she bounces back from major crashes time 
and time again. 

So perhaps it’s fitting that the most suc¬ 
cessful female skier of all time will enter 
her last race before retiring following yet 
another tumble into the safety netting. 


Vonn straddled a gate mid-air during the 
super-G at the world championships Tues¬ 
day and ended up sliding down the hill face 
first. 

“I’ve got a bit of a shiner. I feel like I’ve 
been hit by an 18-wheeler, but other than 
that I’m great,” Vonn said with a laugh. 
“My knees are the same as they were be¬ 
fore the race. I think my neck’s going to be 
sore. I got the wind knocked out of me, my 
ribs are oddly sore. It’ll be fine. Sunday 


will be great.” 

Vonn quickly got up after the fall and 
skied down the hill under her own power 
after being tended to by medical personnel. 
Then she sat and happily answered report¬ 
ers’ questions during a news conference. 

The 34-year-old Vonn, the all-time lead¬ 
er in women’s World Cup wins, announced 
last week that she will retire after racing 
the super-G and downhill at the worlds 
— meaning that Sunday’s downhill is her 


final race. 

“Don’t count me out,” Vonn said. “I’ve 
got one more chance. Maybe I’ll pull off a 
miracle, maybe I won’t. ... I’m going to try 
my hardest. Just because I get knocked 
down, it doesn’t mean I don’t get back up.” 

Vonn’s long history of crashes has in¬ 
cluded frightful falls at the 2006 Turin 
Olympics and 2013 worlds. Her legs are so 
battered that she will have knee surgery 
SEE OLD ON PAGE 27 
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